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Happening
today

®MYANMAR PRESIDENT Min
Aung Hlaing will embark on an
official visit to Indiaand is
scheduled to hold talks with PM
Narendra ModionJune.

®US DEFENSE Secretary Pete
Hegseth will address the Shan-
gri-La Dialogue with his remarks
to focus on the Trump adminis-
tration’s Indo-Pacific strategy.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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STRONG EL NINO, INDIAN OCEAN CONDITION ALSO NOT FAVOURABLE

Decade’s driest monsoon looms: Met
cuts estimate to 90% of 50-yr average

Silver lining: Foodgrain stocks
ample, reservoir levels adequate

Amitabh Sinha
& Anjali Marar
New Delhi, Bengaluru, May 29

INDIA IS staring at the driest
monsoon season in a decade,
with the Met office Friday mak-
ingadownward revisionits ear-
lier forecast and predicting only
90 per cent rain this season.

In April, inits first forecast for
this year’s monsoon, India Me-
teorological Department (IMD)
had said the country was likely
to get 92 per cent of the long-

Sharprise in obesity,
diabetes in five years
since 2019, shows
latest health survey

Proportion of obese women jumps
6.7 percentage points; 4.4 for men

eMenand womenwho were overweightorobese

CATEGORY

| Women (15-49 yrs)
overweight or obese

| 2023-24 (NFHS-6) |

i 3070% QRW 24%

2019-21(NFHS-5)

‘overweight or obese T 27.30% T 2290%

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, May 29

ADULT OBESITY in Indiaisris-
ing fast, with the proportion of
men and women in the 15-49
age group who were over-
weight or obese up by 4.4 and
6.7 percentage points, respect-
ively, in five years between 2019
and 2024, according to the Na-
tional Family Health Survey-6
(NFHS-6), released by the Min-
istry of Health and Family Wel-
fare Friday.

The NFHS-6, conducted in
2023-24 by the Union Health
Ministry with the International
Institute for Population
Sciences (ITPS), Mumbai as the
nodal agency, covered around
6.79 lakh households across 715
districts in all States and UTs,
except Manipur. It provides
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“vital evidence” on population,
health, nutrition and family
welfare indicators.

As per the survey, the per-
centage of women who were
overweight or obese increased
t030.7 per centin 2023-24 from
24 per cent in 2019-21. The
obesity was higher in urban
areasthan rural areas. In urban
areas, 42.8 per cent women
were reported overweight or
obese, while the figure was 25.5
per cent in rural areas.

The percentage of men who
were overweight or obese also
increased t027.3in2023-24 from
229in2019-21. Inrural areas, 23
per cent men were reported
obese, while in urban areas the
figure was 36.3 per cent.

Like the spike in adult obes-
ity, the burden of high blood

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

RPL TRADING CASE

period average (LPA) rainfall
during the four-month season.
The LPA, revised every 10
years, is the average rainfall
over the 50-year period 1971-
2020, which is considered the
baseline, or normal. Its current
value is 89 cm for the rainy sea-
son — June to September —
across the country as awhole.
The latest forecast is the lo-
west by IMD in the last 20 years.
If this holds, India could be
in for the driest rainy season
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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NEGOTIATIONS TO END WEST ASIA CRISIS

Making Tinal determination’
on Iran deal to open Hormuz,
extend ceasefire: Trump

US President in
White House
huddle with
aides; Tehran
says deal not final

Aamer Madhani
& Michelle L Price
Washington, May 29

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
said Friday he’sholdinga White
House Situation Room meeting
with his advisers as he looks to
make a “final determination”
on moving forward with a deal
toextend the Iran ceasefire and
reopen the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran said the deal has not been
finalised.

Trump confirmed the high-
level talks the day after The
Associated Press and other
news outlets reported that US
and Iranian negotiators had
come to terms on a tentative
agreement. The deal would ex-
tend the fragile ceasefire by 60
days as new talks are held on
Iran’s disputed nuclear pro-
gramme.

Trump wrote on social
media that “Iran must agree
that they will never have a

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Iranians walk past a billboard of the late Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi in downtown Tehran. ap

Hormuz crisis: Build LPG
stock for at least 30 days’
demand, Govt tells OMCs

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 29

THE LPG supply squeeze due
to the West Asia crisis has
underscored the requirement
tohave more LPG storageinthe
country, and the government
has asked public sector oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs) —
Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum,
Hindustan Petroleum — to
workon aplan for LPG reserves

Relief for RIL: SC sets aside SEBI order
to pay Rs 447 cr,upholds Rs 25-cr fine

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 29

THE SUPREME Court Friday
set aside the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India’s (SEBI)
finding of fraud and manipula-
tion by Reliance Industries Li-
mited (RIL) in trading Reliance
Petroleum Limited (RPL) fu-
tures to make unlawful gains.
While it upheld the Rs 25
crore penalty on RIL, the bench
of Justices J B Pardiwala and

R Mahadevan set aside the regu-
lator’s disgorgement order of Rs
44727 crore with 12 per cent in-
terest.

The March 24, 2017 order of
the SEBI had been upheld by
the Securities Appellate Tribu-
nal (SAT) on November 5, 2020.

The bench said, “We have
reached the conclusion that
SAT, in its majority judgment,
committed an egregious error
in passing the impugned judg-
ment insofar as the question of

fraud under regulations 3 and
4 of PFUTP Regulations (SEBI
Prohibition of Fraudulent and
Unfair Trade Practices relating
to Securities Market).”

Italso ordered that the Rs250
crore deposited by RIL during
the pendency of the case, in ac-
cordance with its earlier direc-
tion, be returned. The court,
however, upheld the Rs 25 crore
penalty on RIL “for alleged viol-
ation of the disclosure

»CONTINUED ONPAGE2 |

POLITICS races

INDIATRUSTED
PARTNER, ONLY 1%
OF TRADE DEAL
TALKS LEFT: GOR

to meet at least 30 days of de-

mand in addition to their regu-

lar commercial stocks.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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ADDRESSES CONCERNS OVER DELAY

Bail to verdict: SC
pushes High Courts

tospeed upjustice

Directs judgment be delivered within 3 months of matter
being reserved, uploading of bail plea order the same day

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 29

ADDRESSING CONCERNS
over undue delay in pro-
nouncement of judgments re-
served by judges, the Supreme
Court issued directions Friday
to all high courts to pronounce
verdicts within three months of
hearing the case and to “display
extra promptitude” in cases of
personal liberty and bail.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya Kantand
Justice Joymalya Bagchi said
the directions were intended to
strengthen the judicial admin-
istration and ensure timely de-
livery of judgments.

Among the key directions,
the Supreme Court said that

EXPLAINED

Flags litigant’s right

The SChasheld thatdelayin
pronouncing verdicts after
hearingthemis notonly
against the provisions of law
butaninfringement ofthe
rightto personalliberty
guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion. The SC guidelines give
litigantsaright to seek
redress against delays.

bail applications should be
heard and the order should pre-
ferably be pronounced and up-
loaded the same day. If it is re-

NATION PAGE 6

NEET LEAK: PROBLEM
WON'T END UNTIL
ACCOUNTABILITY IS
FIXED, SCTELLS NTA

served, it should be pro-
nounced the next day and up-
loaded on the website.

The Supreme Court also
called for reasoned judgments
pronounced in open courts to
be uploaded on the High Court
website within 24 hours.

The directions came on a
petition filed by four convicts
serving life sentences whose
criminal appeals had been re-
served by the Jharkhand High

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

In signal to contractors, Rly tells
Faridabad station developer
can’t reduce project scope

50% payment, Deepak Builders proposed reducing
scope of station citing ‘safety and restoration work’

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, Faridabad,
May 29

IN A decision thatsendsaclear
message to contractors, the
Northern Railway has turned
down a proposal for reducing
the scope of the station redevel-
opment project being executed
under the flagship Amrit Bha-
rat station scheme.
Ludhiana-based contractor
Deepak Builders and Engineers
India Ltd had in November
2025 proposed to do away with
the originally-planned
through-roof (canopy covering
the entire station), reduce the
width of the concourse or path-
ways between platforms, and
cutdown on the number of lifts

DHEERAJ MISHRA

Faridabad station redevelopment work almost 50% complete.

and escalators, from the Rs
240-crore project. This was de-
liberated upon for almost six
months before the Northern
Railway finally turned it down
on May 16.

The Northern Railway has
asked the contractor to submit
adetailed planningas per orig-
inal plan, but assured it of all
possible help including

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Heavy rain and 88 kmph squall wreak havoc
in Kolkata and south districts, atleast 7 dead

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 29

HEAVY RAIN accompanied by
strong winds lashed Kolkata
and other parts of south Bengal
on Friday afternoon, leaving at
least seven people dead and
causing widespread damage.
Flight operations were also hit,
with several aircraft diverted or
delayed.

The weather office said a
squall passed over Alipore in
Kolkata district from the north-

Dozens of trees were uprooted in Friday’s storm in Kolkata. parRTHA PAUL

westerly direction with a maxi-
mum speed reaching 88 kmph
at24Spm.

A squall also passed over
Dum Dum in North 24 Parga-
nas district with a maximum
speed of 74 kmph at 2.29 pm.
The squalls were accompanied
by heavy thunderstorms.

Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari announced compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh each for the
families of those who died.

He said at a press briefing,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e AT 81 CASES, INCLUDING 38 NOT LODGED BY NIA, THE NIA COURT IN DELHI'IS HEARING 8 TIMES THE NUMBER RECOMMENDED BY THE TOP COURT

Sthjudge since 2022, 43 NIA cases: SC order on speedy UAPA trials & areality check

Nirbhay Thakur
New Delhi, May 29

EARLIER THIS month, the Su-
preme Court directed the set-
ting up of exclusive NIA courts
to enable timebound disposal
of UAPA trials. “If there are
more than 15 trials

pending within the i
jurisdiction of a par-

ticular High Court...

two courts will be set up.
Whereas, where trials exceed
25, three courts will be set up,”
a Division Bench comprising

1,

PAGE1 1
1 anchor i Special NIA Judge

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant and Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi ordered.

This followed a Court order
that judges presiding over NIA
courts not be burdened with
additional work.

If a court stands as a stark
contrast to this, it is
the one headed by

Prashant Sharma at
Patiala House Court in Delhi.
The most sensitive NIA cases
are heard in the Capital, which
hasjust one other NIA court be-

sides Justice Sharma’s.

Appointed on November
20,2025, Justice Sharmaisthe
fifth judge to head the Patiala
House NIA court since Sep-
tember 2022. Its four previous
presidingjudges spent an aver-
age of 11 months each in the
post.

There are 43 NIA cases pend-
ing before the court being tried
under the UAPA —ranging from
terrorism and cross-border con-
spiracytoradicalisation —apart
from others involving money
laundering and other charges.

e NIACOURT PENDENCY

® Only 18 of 53 designated NIA
courts have no pending cases.

® Only 30f 53
designated NIA courts
deal exclusively with
NIA cases.

® Jharkhand (28), Delhi =
(19), J&K (16), West Bengal

(13), Chhattisgarh, Keralaand TN (8
each), Assam and Gujarat (6 each)
rank the highest in terms of cases

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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pending for at least 5 yrs, or more

® Chhattisgarh: Highest number
of cases under trial at 73,
with 4 NIA dedicated
courts.

® J&K, with 71 cases, has
only 1court; as does
Jharkhand with 52 cases

® Delhi, with 44 cases and 2 NIA
courts; West Bengal, with 38
cases and 3 courts

Of these 43 cases, in seven,
Judge Sharma is hearing argu-
ments afresh, with the accused
and the NIA havingalmost com-
pleted their arguments before
the previous judges were trans-
ferred. One of these cases was
registered in 2017.

Inthese seven cases, itisthe
second or third time that hear-
ings are being held afresh, and
involve 87 accused, with argu-
ments on charges against 32
still pending.

At 81 cases, including 43
under the UAPA and 38 not

Kolkata

lodged by the NIA, the NIA
court headed by Judge Sharma
is hearing eight times the
number recommended by the
Supreme Court (10 per judge).
Over 2017, 2018 and 2019, the
average disposal time of a case
in this NIA court was seven,
four and three years, respect-
ively (against the Supreme
Court’s “expectation” of one
month). Eight cases in all were
disposed of in this period.

On an average, Justice
Sharma has held 19 hearings in
these NIA cases, with a total of

132 hearings across the 43 cases.
A defence counsel for some
of the accused told The Indian
Express on the condition of
anonymity: “The frequent
transfer of judges causes
delay... The process is pro-
longed especially in complex
cases with alarge number of ac-
cused persons.” Since getting
bail in terror cases is extremely
difficult, a delay also means
longer incarceration as an
undertrial.
Special Public Prosecutor
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Police investigation is in progress where hooch tragedy in
Hadapsar allegedly claimed many lives on Friday. ARuL HORIZON

Spurious liquor
leaves at least
14 dead in Pune

ChandanHaygunde
& Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, May 29

AT LEAST 14 people have died
after consuming spuriousliquor
in Pune in the last three days.
Several others, who too are sus-
pected to have consumed the
same liquor, are undergoing
treatment at different hospitals,
police said. The state govern-
ment has ordered a CID probe.
Three officersof Hadapsar police
station have been suspended.

Among the deceased, 10
were residents of Phugewadi-
Dapodi areas of Pimpri-Chinch-
wad under Pune district. Police
said they died between May 26
and May 28 after consuming
spurious country liquor. Probe
revealed they consumed hooch
at anillegal liquor den in Pawar
Wasti in Dapodi.

Usha Netke, who lost her
brother Sachin, said, “He slept
off yesterday around 10 pm. He
got up around midnight and
was sweating profusely. After a
while, he fell asleep. He didn’t
get up in the morning. We ad-
mitted him to YCM hospital,
where he was declared dead.”

Atleast four other victims of
Phugewadi-Dapodi are under-
going treatment at the Medi-
point Hospital, Aundh, and
YCM Hospital, Pimpri, stated a
press release issued on Friday.

The remaining four victims
were residents of Sasane Nagar
in Hadapsar area of Pune city.

Pimpri Chinchwad Police
Commissioner Vinoy Kumar
Choubey said on Friday that an
FIR was lodged at the Dapodi
police station.

Aseparate FIRwaslodged at
the Hadapsar police station on
Friday, naming one Akash Jad-
hav, 30, and his aides, as ac-
cused. Bijlidevi, wife of Vijay
Sharma, a daily wage labourer,
said he was a liquor addict. “He
returned home on Wednesday
night after consuming liquor
brought from a local hand-
brewed liquor den. But later he
complained of losing his vision
and feeling body pain. His con-
dition kept worsening through
the night. We rushed him to the
hospital on Thursday morning,
but he died,” she said.

Meanwhile, Pimpri Chinch-
wad police arrested five persons
in connection with the deaths.

Police said postmortem of
the bodies has been done, but
the medical opinion regarding
the cause of deaths is awaited.
Theysaid viscerasamples ofthe
victims have been sent for
chemical analysis and the re-
ports are awaited.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Friday said, “Eight
persons have been nabbed in
this case. We have ordered a
probe. All those involved in the
supply and making of illicit
liquor that leads to deaths will
be tracked and punished.”

(With inputs from Manoj
Moreand Nilambari Salunke)

“TET must for in-service
teachers’: SCrejects plea
seeking review of order

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, May 29

THE SUPREME CourtonFriday
dismissed petitions seeking re-
view of its 2025 ruling, which
made Teacher Eligibility Test
(TET)mandatory foreventhose
teachers who joined service
prior to the enactment of the
Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education (RTE)
Act, 2009, butextended thetime
for this till August 31, 2028.

Abench of Justices Dipankar
Dattaand Manmohan said “ser-
vice of teachers cannot come at
the cost of the educational future
of children” and reiterated that
TET is not only a mandatory
eligibility requirement but also
a constitutional necessity flow-
ing from the right to quality edu-
cation under Article 21A.

The SC in its September 1,
2025 orderin Anjuman Ishaat-e-
Taleem Trust vs State of Maha-
rashtra held that the RTE Act
“ought to apply to all minority
institutions, whether aided or
unaided”. Italsoheld thatin-ser-
viceteachers...recruited prior to
enactment of the Act, and hav-
ingmore thanfive yearstoretire
on superannuation, should
qualify TET within 2 years, i.e. by
August 31, 2027, failing which
they would not be entitled to
continue in service. The court
also held that irrespective of the
length of service remaining, any
teacher aspiring for promotion

would necessarily be required to
qualify the TET.

About 70 petitions were filed
following this by various states,
teachers’ associations/ organisa-
tions and individual teachers
seeking a review of the part re-
garding TET.

It was contended that mak-
ing TET qualification manda-
tory for in-service teachers, and
giving 2 years for compliance
could potentially lead to a large
number of teachers being ren-
dered ineligible to continue in
service and also have serious
ramifications on the interests of
school-going children who may
suffer disruptionin the continu-
ity and quality of education.

Rejecting this, the court said:
“Today, we stand nearly adecade
away from the window granted
by the 2017 (RTE) Amendment
Act and in excess of a decade-
and-a-halfsincethe RTE Actwas
enforced. The period of 15 years
could be considered more than
sufficient time forateachertoac-
quire the TET qualification. In
Anjuman, we noted the practical
realities and granted a further
time of two years to the teachers
in service to acquire the TET
qualification...This too, accord-
ing to the review petitioners, is
notsufficient.” “TheRTE Actisa
child-centric legislation and
must be read so. Service of
teachers cannot comeatthe cost
of educational future of the
children.”

HCupholds TRAI order
fixing 12 mins of ads per hr

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 29

THE DELHI High Court on Fri-
day upheld the 2012-2013 regu-
lation over broadcast and cable
services that fixes 12 minutes of
ads per hour, with a 10-minute
cap on commercial advertise-
ments and a 2-minute cap for
self-promotional ads.

A division bench of Justices
Anil Kshetarpal and Amit Maha-
jan disposed of 17 petitions, filed
by entertainment channels,
news broadcasters, regional
channels among others, chal-

lenging the regulation by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) asbeingviolative
of Article 14 (right to equality)
and Article 19 (right to free
speech). The regulation was
broughtinin2012and amended
in2013.

The verdict comes after over
a decade since the first petition
was moved in 2013, and the last
petition in 2021. The broad-
casters had pointed out their pri-
mary revenue source is ads and
the time ceiling interferes with
it, and undermines the broad-
casters’ economic viability.
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\Edict within3months: SC toHCs

Court in 2022 but the verdicts
were pronounced three years
later. While deciding their plea,
the Supreme Court chose to ad-
dress what it described as a
wider institutional issue affect-
ing courts across the country.
In May 2025, the Supreme
Court had taken note of a report
in TheIndian Expressthat high-
lighted how the Jharkhand High
Court pronounced verdictsin75
criminal appeals in a week, fol-
lowing a rap from the top court.
The Court said that ordersin
cases seekingbail or suspension
of sentence should be com-
municated tothejail authorities

Trump

nuclear weapon or bomb.” He
said the strait must be re-
opened for international navi-
gation and all sea mines de-
stroyed.

Iran’s main negotiator said
ithas “notrustinguaranteesor
words,” only actions, under-
scoring lingering distrust after
the US and Israel have twice at-
tacked Iran over the past year
while it was engaged in nuclear
negotiations.

“No step will be taken before
the other side acts,” Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf wrote on
X. “We do not gain concessions
through talks, but through mis-
siles.”

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Esmail Baghaei later told a state
broadcaster that the agreement
“hasnot been finalized yet.”

On Thursday, US Vice Presi-
dentJD Vance suggested negoti-
ators were trying to strike gen-
eral terms on Iran’s nuclear
programme, with the specificsto
be hammered outintheensuing
talks.

Trump and his team said
from the start of the conflict that
a prime objective was to ensure
that Iran can never have a nu-
clearweapon, but Vance framed

as soon as it is pronounced, and
that the undertrial or convict
mustbereleased, preferably the
same day or at most the next day.

Italsosaid thatifajudgment
in a criminal appeal or a death
referenceisreserved and the ap-
pellantisin custody, then a clari-
fication can be sought by the
parties within seven days of the
date of reserving the judgment.

The bench also said that at
theend of every month, an auto-
mated list of reserved judgments
that remain pending must be
generated and placed before the
Chief Justice of the High Court,
with a copy to the bench con-

the war’s accomplishments
more modestly.

“We’re in a position where
we could substantially set back
their nuclear programme, not
just during the term of this
President but over the long
term,” Vance said, adding that
itwould be “very, very good” for
Americans.

Baghaei, however, said Fri-
day that Iranian officials were
“focused on the end of war and
are not discussing the details of
the nuclear plan at this point.”

Iran also wants any deal to
include a truce between Israel
and Iran-backed Hezbollah
militants in Lebanon, where
fighting has intensified despite
anominal ceasefire.

The Islamic Republic has
4409 kg of uranium that is en-
riched up to 60% purity, ashort,
technical step from weapons-
grade levels of 90%, according
to the International Atomic
Energy Agency.

Iran has long maintained its
nuclear programme is peaceful
and hasnot publicly committed
togivingup the stockpile. It’sbe-
lieved to be buried under three
nuclear sites that were badly
damaged by US strikes last year.

Trump returned Friday tohis
on-and-off demand for the re-
moval of the cache as part of a
deal. The material would be

Faridabad station

reasonable space for timely
completion of the project.

Railway sources said at least
two other contractors had pro-
posed a similar reduction of
scope of development after
emerging as the lowest bidder
and winningthe contract. “Had
the proposal gone through, it
would have downgraded the
originally conceived airport-
look of the station,” said a source,
who did not wish to be named.
Further, it has sent a signal to
contractors they cannotbid low,
get a project, and then attempt
toscaleitdown,

On May 16, the Northern
Railway zone informed Deepak
Builders that descoping of Fari-
dabad station that it sought was
not feasible in the view of fu-
ture passenger growth, The In-
dian Express has learnt. The
company had cited safety and
restoration work in its proposal
to scale down the scope of the
project.

When contacted, a senior
executive in Deepak Builders

7_dead

“Between thisstormand various
other factors, such as electrocu-
tion, railway incidents, house col-
lapses, and lightning, a total of
seven people havelost theirlives.
We all know that no monetary
compensationcaneverreplacea
lostlife. However, on behalfofthe
government, weare announcing
acompensation of Rs4lakheach
for these seven families. District
magistrates, along with local
MLASs, have been instructed to
ensure this compensation
reaches the families as swiftly as
possible.”

“The Home Secretary, the
Disaster Management Secretary
and all other government de-

and Engineers, told The Indian
Express, that the company was
not getting enough blocks to
complete the redevelopment
work; hence it proposed to re-
duce the scope of work. Blocks
refer totemporary suspension of
train movement on specific sec-
tions for construction works.

Deepak Builders is execu-
ting the project under an En-
gineering, Procurement and
Construction (EPC) contract.
The company was awarded the
workin 2022.

Sources said the removal of
the entire through-roof of
about 22,950 sqm — bigger
than an international cricket
ground —was proposed on the
grounds of safety and restora-
tion concerns. The reason cited
for compressing the concourse
between platforms 1and 4 was
that the contractor was not get-
ting enough space for under-
taking construction activities
with trains operating continu-
ously, said the sources.

On March 25, The Indian

partments are actively monitor-
ing the situation, and the police
and district magistrates have
been instructed to complete
postmortems and other necess-
ary formalities,” he said, adding
that the deaths were reported
from South 24 Parganas, North
24 Parganas, Howrah, Hooghly,
Paschim Medinipur, and Puru-
lia.

Onthedamage caused by the
storm, the chief minister said,
“Overall, reports of uprooted
large trees and various other
damageshave comein from sev-
eral districts across the state, in-
cluding Howrah, North 24 Par-
ganas, Hooghly, Paschim
Medinipur, and Purulia. In Kol-
kata, too, trees fell on cars, and
some people have beeninjured.”

He added that those injured

E NIA cases

Rahul Tyagi, who is represent-
ing the NIA in many of these
cases, is on the same side as the
defence counsel on this, adding
that if the new NIA courts come
up, “the distribution of cases in
them should be done in a
manner that partly heard cases
are not impacted and continue
to stay with the current judge
(concerned)”.

Section 11 of the NIA Act,
incidentally,empowersthe Cen-
tral government to enable a

judgetocontinuetryingthe case
even if he retires, to ensure con-
tinuity and speedy trial.

On March 24, the Supreme
Court first asked 17 states, in-
cluding Delhi, to try and ensure
that trials in UAPA (or terror)
cases were completed within
one year. The Division Bench of
CJIKantand Justice Bagchialso
said states may set up dedicated
NIA courtsif more than 10 cases
were pendingunder thejurisdic-
tion of its High Court.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

cerned. If ajudgment is not de-
livered in three months of re-
serving the order, the Registrar
General must place the matter
before the Chief Justice, who is
then required to bring the delay
to the notice of the bench con-
cerned within two weeks, thetop
court said.

Crucially, where ajudgment
remains pending despite these
steps, the SC said the case must
be reassigned to another bench
for a fresh hearing,.

Asimilarstring of directions,
aimed at improving access to
justice were issued in a 2001
case, Anil Raiv. State of Bihar, in

unearthed by the US, in coordi- -

nation with Iran and the IAEA,
“and destroyed,” he posted.

The proposed memoran-
dum makes clear that Iran
would not be able to impose
tolls on the Strait of Hormuz
and that it would have to re-
move all mines from the vital
waterway within 30 days, ac-
cordingtoa US official whowas
not authorized to comment
publicly and spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The US would gradually lift
its blockade on Iranian ports
and would also agree to relax
sanctions, allowing Iran to sell
more of its oil. Baghaei said Iran
and Oman, which lie on oppo-
site sides of the strait, would
manageitand “adopt mechan-
isms” for transit through it,
“based on their own national
interests and the interests of the
international community.”

The two nations’ foreign
ministers discussed the issue
by phone earlier Friday, accord-
ingtoIranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi, who wrote on
Xthat he had expressed solidar-
ity “in the face of any threat.”

On Wednesday, Trump had
warned Oman, a US ally, not to
enter into any agreement with
Iran to share control of the strait
orthe USwill “have toblowthem
up.” ASSOCIATED PRESS

Express sent a detailed ques-
tionnaire to Northern Railway
on the proposed descoping of
the Faridabad project. The Min-
istry of Railways responded on
May 27 and said the work will be
carried as per the original scope
of the contract. “No descoping
is envisaged at this stage in re-
spect of the ongoing Faridabad
station redevelopment work
and the work is planned to be
carried as per the original scope
of the contract,” it said.

Such de-scoping of the pro-
jectafter awardingit to the con-
tractor could have raised ques-
tions on the fairness of the
tender and could be understood
as giving favour to a party in a
competitive bid, said a source.
The descoping was pitched as
entailing savings of almost Rs
24 crore to the Railways, but
sourcessaid these works are ac-
tually valued at a much higher
price as per current market rate
and the contractor waslikely to
benefit from a scaling down of
the works. Sources said that
Railways have already made
payment of almost 50 per cent of
the project cost (Rs 117 crore) to
the contractor.

would also be given compensa-
tion, which will be announced at
a later date, and that he had di-
rected officialstoensure they get
prompt medical treatment.
Noting largescale uprooting
of trees in various parts of Kol-
kata and adjacent Salt Lake,
which affected traffic and, in
someinstances,damaged prop-
erties, the chief minister said,
“Many environmentalists have
been raising questionsregarding
the maintenance of these large
trees in Kolkata. I have in-
structed the Chief Secretary to
hold discussions with the Forest
Department, Environment De-
partment, and the Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation (KMC) to
find protective measures, asthis
season of natural calamities has
just begun and will recur at vari-

“There may be a case where
one matter may take more than
one month to conclude. But we
are expecting that, on an aver-
age, one NIA case is concluded
inamonth. For this, youneedto
have day-to-day hearing,” the
apex court said. It also directed
that NIA courts “should exclus-
ively deal with UAPA or other re-
lated trials and thatsuch Presid-
ing Officers should not be
entrusted with any other cases”.

The Bench passed these di-
rections while hearing a suo
motu caseregistered in January,
tooverseethe creation of special
courts to tackle the pendency of

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

which the Supreme Court noted
that delivering judgments long
after arguments had concluded
could affect public confidencein
thejudicial process.

The Court had directed the
Chief Justices of HCsto monitor
reserved judgments and ensure
lists of pendingreserved matters
were periodically prepared. It
alsoheldifajudgment remained
pending for more than 3 mon-
ths, a party could move an appli-
cation seeking an early pro-
nouncement. However, if six
months lapsed without a judg-
ment, the litigant could ap-
proach the CJ seeking reassign-
ment of the case to another
bench. However, implementa-
tion varied across high courts,
and delays continued tosurface.

EG stock

Petroleum Ministry Joint Sec-
retary Sujata Sharma told re-
porters Friday: “We are working
on the strategic reserves. Oil
marketing companies have
been asked to work out (a plan)
tohave LPG reserves for a mini-
mum of 30 days with them, and
they are working on it.”

Sharma said the proposal is
still at an early stage and de-
clined tocommentonatimeline
for these reserves to be created.

Whether this additional stor-
age will be in underground cav-
erns, asin case of strategic crude
oil reserves, or in overground
tankage will also be worked out
by OMCs depending on cost
considerations and feasibility.

The move to expand storage
capacity for LPG, whichisused
as a cooking fuel by over 33
crore Indian households,
comes at a time when LPG has
been the mostimpacted energy
segment because of the West
Asia war and the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz. While India
has strategic petroleum re-
serves for crude oil, it has none
for LPG andLNG. A bulk of the
available stocks for crude oil
also are commercial stocks with
refiners.

The contractorhad, inits No-
vember missive, proposed tore-
duce the width of concourse
from 72 meters to 15 meters for
some parts between platform 1
and platform 4, removal of
through roof, 50 per cent reduc-
tioninliftsin concourseareaand
reducing five escalators in both
foot over bridges (FOBs). This
could have adversely affected
the total passenger evacuation
time from the platformin case of
peak demand. The reduction of
one escalator from the platform
reduces the evacuation capacity
by 90 passengers per minute
and creates congestion on the
platform for public movement
during peak hour traffic.

The removal of the through
roof was proposed keeping in
view the various maintenance
issues and expeditious restora-
tion of services during and after
any probable accident or mis-
hap.

Deepak Builders and Engin-
eers India Private Ltd has been
awarded three more station de-
velopment works under the
Amrit Bharat Station scheme:
Ludhiana Junction, Jalandhar
Cantt and Delhi Cantt stations.

ous times. They will look into
how to build better protection.”

Around 36 trees were up-
rooted in and around Kolkata,
KMC sources said.

Portions of the overhead
shades of the Sahid Kshudiram
Metro station in south Kolkata
were blown away by the winds,
leading to rainwater gushing
into the platform and affecting
services on the 'Blue Line' sec-
tion.

Personnel from the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation (KMC)
and the state disaster manage-
ment group were pressed into
service to clear the city's thor-
oughfares with tree cutters and
bulldozers.

Reports of waterlogged roads
were also received from some
parts of the city.

trials under special laws such as
the UAPA. At the time, it was
hearing a challenge to a Delhi
High Court order denyingbail to
MdHeydaitullah, an alleged ISIS
member accused of radicalising
youths through cyberspace.

Heydaitullah and his seven
co-accused had started argu-
mentsbefore the previousjudge,
who got transferred and nowthe
hearing has re-commenced be-
fore Judge Sharma.

The 10 cases where Justice
Sharma is hearing arguments
afresh, including seven under
the NIA, include:

® A 2017 case against Lask-

Kolkata

Monsoon

since 2015, when the overall sea-
sonal rainfall happened to be 86
per cent of the LPA.

Inthelasttwodecades, there
have been only two other occa-
sions — 2009 and 2014, apart
from 2015 — when seasonal
monsoon rain have remained
below 90 per cent of LPA. This
year looks all set to join that
group. IMD’s updated forecast
Friday showed there was a 60
per cent chance that the sea-
sonal rainfall would be below 90
per cent of LPA. TheIMD did not
say what prompted the down-
ward revision in its forecast.
However, more recent assess-
ments of the emerging El1 Nino
in the equatorial Pacific Ocean,
and of the Indian Ocean Dipole
could be the possible reasons.

Since its previous forecast in
April, more information about
the emerging El Nino has be-
come clear. EINino, alargescale
ocean-atmospheric interaction
in the equatorial Pacific Ocean
thatinfluences weather patterns
worldwide, isknown to suppress
rainfall over the Indian region.

There are predictions that
this year’s El Nino, which could
persist well into the next year,
could develop into one of the
strongest ever. The possibility of
emergence of an El Nino has
been known for the last few
months, but forecasts made for
this phenomenon during March
and April usually suffer from a
greater degree of uncertainty,
something that is referred to as
spring barrier.

The information coming
about E1 Ninonow is considered
more accurate and robust. Re-
cent forecasts suggest the forma-
tion of a strong EI Nino.

“With these limitations
(spring barrier) and the under-
standing back then regarding
the intensity of the emerging El
Nifio, we made calculations of
the monsoon forecast to be
around 92 per cent in April.
However, we have downgraded
the forecast keepingin view two
things — emergence of moder-
ate-strong El Nifio earlier in the
season than anticipated. In ad-

dition, the transition of the In-
dian Ocean Dipole from neutral
to positive is expected only dur-
ing the latter-half of the mon-
soon season. All puttogether, we
arrive at 90 per cent of LPA this
year," said a senior IMD official.

The Indian Ocean Dipole
(IOD) refers to the temperature
differential of surface watersbe-
tween Bay of Bengal and the
Arabian Sea side. If the latter is
warmer, that is considered a
“positive IOD” and heralds a
better monsoon that may offset,
to some extent, the adverse im-
pact of astrong EI1Nino.

IMD said Friday the El Nino
wasexpected tobeweakin June,
moderate in July and August
and strong in September. This
would mean that most of the
monsoon season would pass off
when the EI Nino phase is weak
or moderate. However, its actual
impactonthe rainfall cannotbe
quantified.

As for IOD, the IMD’s earlier
assessment was it would transi-
tion from a neutral state to posi-
tive state during monsoon sea-
son, which could counter some
of the effects of the El Nino. But
on Friday, the IMD said IOD was
likely to remain neutral through
the entire monsoon season.

Thisyear, therefore, looks all
settoend anunusually good run
of monsoon seasons for India.

Five of the last seven years,
includingthelasttwoyears, had
produced more than 100 per
cent rainfall. The other two
years, 2021 and 2023, were also
not bad, bringing in 99 and 95
per cent rains respectively.

While low rainfall is, no
doubt, a reason for concern, it
might not bring immediate
pain. India’s foodgrain stocks are
inacomfortable state, following
agood harvestlastyear. Theim-
pact of E1 Nino s likely to be felt
only in second half of the mon-
soon season, by which time the
kharif sowing season should be
over. The majorreservoirsofthe
country have sufficientamounts
of water right now because of
amplerainslastyear. Lackofad-
equate rain is expected to push
temperatures up. IMD said the
country was likely to see less
than 92% rain in June.

Erelief for RIL

requirements under the 2001
SEBI circular in respect of posi-
tion limits”. The case hasits ori-
gins in RIL’s March 29, 2007
decision to raise funds for the
completion of various projects
to the extent of Rs 87,000 crore
by selling shares of its listed
subsidiary, RPL. It wasdecided
to sell 5 per cent of its RPL
shareholding, which roughly
equated to 22.5 crore shares.
The decision to sell the shares
was based on the premise that
RPL’s shares were overvalued.
From November 6, 2007 to
November 29, 2007, RIL sold
20.29 crore shares out of the
proposed 22.5 crore shares in
the cash segment of NSE and
BSE, out of which 2.25 crore
shares were sold in the last 10
minutes, between 3.21.40 pm
and 3.30 pm on November 29.
RIL realised Rs 4,500 crore
from the sale of the shares in
the cash segment and Rs 513
crore from the futures segment

through the 12 agents, totalling
an aggregate amount of Rs
5,013 crore.

The SEBI later concluded
that by employing 12 agents to
take separate positions within
their Open Interest limitson its
behalf, by executing separate
agreements with each of them,
and cornering 93.63 per cent of
the November Futures of RPL,
RIL acted in a fraudulent man-
ner while dealing in RPL scrip.

The market regulator said
an analysis of the trading strat-
egy/pattern adopted by RIL in
the cash market during No-
vember 2007, and specifically
on November 2,2007beingthe
expiry day of the November Fu-
tures of RPL, revealed a ma-
nipulation of the last half an
hour settlement price, which
was aviolation of the SEBI Act,
1992, read with the PFUTP
Regulations.

On appeal, the SAT found
no error in the SEBI order.

ﬁrp rise in obesity

sugar is also climbing among
those aged 15 years and above,
the survey shows. The propor-
tion of men reporting high or
very high (>140mg/dl) blood
sugar levels or taking medicine
to control it increased to 20.9
per cent in 2023-24 from 15.6
per cent in 2019-21. The figure
was higher in urban areas —
23.9 per cent of men reported
battling high or very high blood
sugar levels or being under
medication to control while it
was 19.7 per cent in rural areas.

The proportion of women
reporting high blood sugar
levels was lower compared to
men but it has increased
sharply from 2019 to 2024. As
per the survey, 17.8 per cent of

har-e-Taiba chief Mohd Hafeez
Saeed for alleged terror funding,.
® A 2020 case of an alleged
al-Qaeda module operating
across West Bengal and Kerala.
® A 2021 case pertaining to
alleged publication and dissemi-
nation of an “ISIS-linked” digital
magazine.
® A 2021 case against gang-
ster and designated terrorist
Lawrence Bishnoi and 19 others,
over allegations of runningavast
trans-border empireinvolved in
contractkillings and extortion.
® Two0 2021 cases against Su-
kesh Chandrashekhar pertain-
ing to allegations of a Rs 200-

women reported having high or
very high blood sugar levels or
taking medicine to control it,
up from13.5 per cent in 2019-21.

In 2023-24, 21.9 per cent of
urban women and 16.2 per cent
of rural women reported hav-
ing high or very high blood
sugar levels or taking medicine
to control it. The rate of caesar-
ean-section deliveries has also
been rising — particularly in
private healthcare facilities.

The proportion of births at
a private health facility de-
livered by caesarean section
rose to 54.1 per cent in 2023-24
from 474 per cent in 2019-21.
For public health facilities, it in-
creased to 16.9 per cent from
14.3 per cent.

crore extortion racket.

® A 2022 case against Oma
Salam, the then chairman ofthe
now banned Popular Front of
India (PFI), of alleged “transna-
tional conspiracy” toraise funds
and of holding “radicalisation”
training camps.

® A 2022 case against Ca-
nada-based Arshdeep Dalla, of
alleged involvement with the
Khalistan Tiger Force (KTF).

® A 2023 case related to eth-
nic violence in Manipur.

® A 2024 case involving
human trafficking and cyber-
slavery allegations. WITHINPUTS
BY VINEET BHALLA
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ENUMERATION TO BE WRAPPED UP BY FEBRUARY

Census from August 1, CM

says ‘notlinked to politics’

Census extremely necessary as TMC
govt had changed state’s demography
by encouraging infiltration: Suvendu

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 29

ACCUSING the previous TMC
government of changing West
Bengal’s demographic com-
position by “encouraging infil-
tration,” Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari on Friday said
the Census was “extremely
necessary” and should not be
linked to politics.

“Because of the Census, a
large number of Bangladeshis
have already fled the country,
as you can clearly see. At this
moment, those who are being
held in various holding centres
will not be able to produce the
necessary and valid docu-
ments,” the chief minister said
at a press conference after
chairing a meeting on the first
phase of the Census at the state
secretariat, Nabanna. The CM
said the survey will begin from
August 1 and will continue till
February next year.

Accusingthe previous TMC
government of delaying the
Census in the state, Adhikari
said, “The previous govern-
ment did not start the Census
process for political reasons.
The then chief secretary was

also waiting for a political con-
currence. Because the previous
government did not undertake
any Census-related work, other
states have moved much
further ahead while we have
fallen behind.”

The chief minister dismissed
fears and questions surround-
ing the enumeration process.

"The Census has no connec-
tion with politics. It is a Consti-
tutional obligation... Thereisno
reason for the legitimate citizens
of this country or state to be
afraid,” hesaid, urging peopleto
cooperate with officials to en-
sure the smooth conduct of the
enumeration process.

Laying out the schedule of
the Census process in the sur-
vey, the chief minister said that
for the first time, the entire Cen-
sus process will be conducted
digitally.

Accordingtothe CM, thefirst
phase of self-enumeration will
continue until August 15, during
which ordinary residents can
self-enumerate online.

To ensure that there is no
confusion or problems arising
among the general people re-
garding the Census, special hel-
pline numbers and a website are

CM Suvendu Adhikariata
meeting of principal census
officers, in Kolkata on Friday. ani

beinglaunched by the stateand
the Centre. The nationwide toll-
free number that will remain ac-
tive is 1855. In addition, a land-
line number is also being
launched: 033-2335 9503. For
any information, citizens can di-
rectly visit the official website:
www.westbengal.census.gov.in.

Adhikari said Census Direc-
tor Rashmi Komal would over-
see the entire exercise in the
state. Government employees
engaged in the enumeration
processwill collect datausinga
dedicated mobile app and up-
load the information directly to
a central server.

3 months to mend habits, then fine for
violators: Govt cracks down on littering

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 29

IN A significant move against
littering, the state government
isset toimpose strict fines from
September 1 for throwing plastic
waste or garbage on roads.
Minister Agnimitra Paul ,
Minister for Urban Develop-
ment and Municipal Affairs, has
said that a pilot project will be
launched on Saturday in 10 mu-
nicipalities toimprove the waste
management and cleanliness
system, and spread awareness.
“We are focusing on ensuring
that civic services are not dis-
rupted in municipalities where
councillors have resigned and
where administrators are ab-
sent. If people take photosupon
seeing garbage anywhere and

INANUTSHELL

® Govt to raise awareness for
three months

@ Pilot project to beginin 10 mu-
nicipalities, including Howrah

® Action to be taken from
September1

® Fines may range fromRs 50
toRs 5,000

send them, the staff concerned
will also be required to take ac-
tion onit. The project will be in-
augurated on May 30.”

The minister said that clean-
liness must be maintained by
involving the police, adminis-
tration, and the general public.
Paul added, “When our people
go abroad, to malls... they be-

have like civilised individuals.
But upon stepping on to the
streets here, they throw away
plastic and chip packets. This
will not be allowed. Keeping our
citiesclean isashared responsi-
bility for all of us. We will give
three months... People mustim-
prove their habits during this
period. After that, from Septem-
ber 1, fines will be levied.”

Under the plan, dustbins will
be installed at a distance of
every 100 meters. Even after
this, if anyone throws garbage
on the road or in a public place,
afine will beimposed from Sep-
tember 1. Fine may vary across
cities, based on the respective
municipal corporation. For in-
stance, finesranging from Rs 50
to Rs 1,000 can be imposed for
littering on the road.

(Govt paves way
for CBItoprobe

GGTA teachers’
recruitment scam

Express News Service
Kolkata, May 29

THE CENTRAL Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) will investi-
gatethealleged irregularitiesin
teachers’ recruitment in the
Gorkha Territorial Administra-
tion (GTA).

Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari has decided to withdraw
the case, which the West Bengal
government had filed in the Su-
preme Court challenging the
Calcutta High Court’s order for
a CBI probe into the matter.

“Ifthe state withdraws from
the Supreme Court case, the
High Court’s order will remain
in force. In accordance with
that order, the CBI investiga-
tion will begin,” said an official.

On Friday, the decision was
taken during Chief Minister
Adhikari’s special meeting at
Nabanna with administrative
officials regarding the develop-
ment of the Hills.

Asalliesinthe BJP-led NDA
coalition, the chief minister
had also invited Bimal Gurung
and Roshan Giri to the meeting.
Darjeeling MP Raju Bista also
attended the meetingas a pub-
lic representative.

Launchingan attackonthe
previous government, Adhi-
kari said, "We want the people
in the Hills to receive civic ser-
vices. In the last financial year
(2025-26), Rs 180 crore was al-
located for the Hills. But no
work was done. In the 2026-27
financial year as well, Rs 170
crore hasbeen allocated for the
Hills. That money, too, could
not be used. We have told the
GTA's principal secretary,
Shama Parvin, to speak with
the local MPs and MLAs at the
earliest and carry out the
necessary work accordingly,"
the CM said.

Stating that Rs 1,000 rupee
package announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2021 for tea workers in the
Hills will now be imple-
mented, Adhikari said, “the
Centre has said it can provide
Rs 300 crore for the current fi-
nancial year. That money will
be used for the welfare of tea
workers,” he added.

READING BETWEEN THE HEADLINES

Lo

Dilip Dhoom!

Panchayat Minister Dilip Ghosh rides a superbike outside Eco Park in New Town on Friday. ani

THE MINISTER shared his bike ride experience on
X."Today, I rode a Honda BigWing superbike. Itis a
high-speed 1800cc, 6-cylinder motorcycle. The bike
is extremely comfortable and offersincredible
speed,” he wrote, adding, “With the BJP government
now clearing roads and footpaths from encroach-
ments, the younger generation will no longer face
difficulties inriding these motorcycles.”

THE VIDEO of the minister’s bike ride went viral,
with a section of internet users dubbing him ‘Da-
bangg Dilip’. However, the viral moment also brought
its fair share of scrutiny. Motorcycle enthusiasts
quickly pointed out that the premium bike has stag-
gering price tag of Rs 53 lakh. Several netizens
raised questions about the minister’s safety, asking
why he chose to ride without a helmet. ENS

"Want to bring back Tatas to Singur,
signal Bengal is friendly to investors’

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, May 29

SEEKING TOrecast the political
and industrial legacy of Singur,
West Bengal BJP president
Samik Bhattacharya on Friday
said the state government wants
the Tata Group to return to the
Hooghly township, describing it
as both an economic necessity
and a powerful signal that the
state is again open for business.
In an interview with PTTon
the BJP government’s indus-
trial vision after the party’s vic-
tory in the state, Bhattacharya
said bringing the Tatas back to
Singur would help erase what
he called the "wrong message"
senttoinvestors after the Nano
project was forced out of the
state nearly two decades ago.
“Wewantthe Tatasto come
back, and that too in Singur. We
want to send a message to the
entire country and the world
that West Bengal is investor-
friendly and is ready to wel-
come investments,” he said.
Theremarks comeatatime
when the newly installed BJP
government is preparing a
fresh land policy that it believes
will form the backbone of a re-
newed industrialisation drive

i
—

State BJP chief Samik
Bhattacharya. p1i

in a state that was once India's
manufacturing powerhouse
but has steadily lost ground
over decades.

Referringto the controversy
surrounding the Nano project’s
exit from Singur in 2008 follow-
ing the anti-land acquisition
movement spearheaded by
Mamata Banerjee, Bhatta-
charya said the dismantling of
the Tata Motors plant had be-
come a defining image of Ben-
gal’s hostility towardsindustry.

“The scene of Tata leaving
Bengal and the infrastructure
being dismantled sent a very
wrong message -- that indus-
tries were unwelcome in Ben-

Detention centres: How citizenship politics is
fuelling Hindutva’s expansion in the East

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, May 29

WITHIN WEEKS of coming to
power for the first time in the
state, the Suvendu Adhikari-
led BJP government in West
Bengal has madeitamply clear
that countering undocu-
mented immigration from
Bangladesh is going to be its
priority.

This issue has been a major
concernin Assamever sincethe
days of the Assam agitation of
1979-85. The BJP, for which the
matter hasbeen a coreideologi-
cal plank for decades, gradually
became a major force in Assam
and Assamese identity became
aligned with the party, largely
because of shared concern re-
garding illegal immigration by
Bengali-speaking Muslims
from the neighbouring country.

With the BJPgovernmentin
Bengal now following a similar
template, a specifickind of Hin-
dutvaisseentobetakingrootin
the eastern and north-eastern
states, except Odisha. If therise
of Hindutva in north and cen-
tral India was related to a great
extent to restoring temples pur-
portedly converted into
mosques during medieval
times, the BJP’s rise in the east
isclosely associated with illegal
immigration.

One exception in the region
is Tripura. “In Tripura, too, im-

migration of Bangla-speaking
people has been a major con-
cern for the tribal population of
the state, but the BJP has not
made it a big issue because the
large majority of them are Hin-
dus, who are now the majority
in the state,” political scientist
Sajjan Kumar told The Indian
Express. “After 1971, there was
massive immigration of Ben-
gali-speaking Hindus into
Tripura, and only 31.8% of
people in the state are now
tribals. The BJP needs the Ben-
gali votes and plays down this
issue there. Tribals have shifted
to the Tipra Motha of Pradyot
Bikram Manikya Deb Barma in
the state.”

On May 23, the Adhikari
government ordered the estab-
lishment of holding centres in
all districts across Bengal. “In
this connection, it is requested
to take initiative/appropriate
action for setting up of holding
centresin the district for appre-
hended foreigners as well as for
the released foreign prisoners
awaiting deportation/repatri-
ation in accordance with the
MHA guideline under refer-
ence,” read the order.

During its first Cabinet
meeting, the Bengal govern-
ment had decided to allocate
land to the Border Security
Force (BSF) for the fencing of
the border with Bangladesh.

However, the CM made it

If Hindutvain north India is
preoccupied with mandir-masjid
politics, in the eastit is concerned

aboutillegal immigration
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A pile of luggage at the Hakimpur border outpost in North 24 Parganas
as undocumented migrants attempt to cross over to Bangladesh. ani

clear that non-Muslims would
not suffer. “Those covered
under the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) are safe here.
However, those who are not
protected by the CAA and areil-
legal infiltrators will be arrested
by the police and handed over
to the BSF for deportation. Our
policy is to detect, delete, and
deport,” Adhikari said. Addi-

tionally, all district police
forces, especially in border
areas, have been placed on high
alert and instructed to identify
illegal immigrants.

Towards the end of March,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said “infiltration” through
Assam had “almost come to an
end” after the BJP came to
power there, adding that West

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Bengal hasnow emerged asthe
“last remaining route through
which infiltrators enter India
and disperse across states”.
Winning Bengal was impor-
tant, he emphasised, because
the border had become a na-
tional security matter.

Rabi Ranjan Sen who
teaches history at Katwa Col-
lege in Bardhaman and heads
the RSS-associated Vidya
Bharti in Bengal recalled that
the ABVP had made illegal im-
migration a national issue from
the days of the Assam agitation.
“WhenIjoined the ABVPin Kol-
kata in 1991, the organisation
used to flag the issue in Bengal.
Butsince the Sangh Parivar had
a small presence here at that
time, the issue could not come
up the way it has now,” he told
The Indian Express.

The issue could not acquire
centrality because of the huge
clout that Kolkata-based intel-
lectuals enjoyed in setting the
political discourse in Bengal,
Sen added. The idea of a Ben-
gali sub-nationalism, wherein
the entire region where Bangla
is spoken (West Bengal as well
asBangladesh)isimagined asa
single entity held together by
cultural and linguistic links,
has had some traction among
Kolkata’s intellectuals over the
decades, according to Sen.

However, that changed over
the last few years. The allega-

tions of “extortion” against
TMC workers across the state,
as well as the perception that
Mamata Banerjee was sharpen-
ing identities, including Mus-

lim identity, gradually turned |

things in favour of the BJP. Sen
said Kolkata remained the last
bastion to be breached and the
fact that Samik Bhattacharyaas
state BJP president was able to
communicate with the city’s
elite in their own idiom, while
Adhikari came across as an ag-
gressive counter to the TMC,
ensured that the BJP breached
Kolkata, too, this time.

It is clear that the Adhikari
government is deploying the
Assam template in the state
and that large parts of eastern
India are evolving a new Hin-
dutva model, where detecting
illegal Muslim immigrants is
the prime concern of the gov-
ernment. The Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) will
also be talked about aggres-
sively to reassure illegal Hindu
immigrants from Bangladesh
that they can become Indian
citizens and insulate them-
selves from the government’s
crackdown on “infiltrators”.
The CAA permits non-Muslims
who escaped persecution in
Bangladesh, Pakistan or
Afghanistan on or before De-
cember 31,2014, to apply for In-
dian citizenship, but keeps
Muslims out of its ambit.

Kolkata

gal. Subsequently, the cut-
money culture, syndicate raj
and institutionalised cor-
ruption worsened the situation.
Wewant to correct that percep-
tion," he said.

Asked whether a Tata re-
turn to Singur would amount to
a "prayaschitta" (atonement)
for what he described as the
mistakes of the previous re-
gime, Bhattacharyasaid the de-
parture of Tata Motors had in-
flicted lasting damage on the
state'sinvestment climate. "We
want Tatas to return to Singur
or Bengal in any form, be it
automobile or any other sector.
They are one of the oldest and
most respected and trusted
groups of our country," he said.

The BJP leader argued that
industrial revival in Bengal
cannot take place without a
fundamental overhaul of land
acquisition policies. "We did
not have acomprehensiveland
policy. Mamata Banerjee had
declared that the government
would not acquireevenaninch
of land for industry, and com-
panies would have to purchase
land directly. Industries can't
go door to door acquiring land
under such an absurd and
flawed policy," he said.

HC grantsinterim

protectiontoactor |

Kolkata: The Calcutta High
CourtonFriday granted interim
protection to actor Parambrata

Chatterjee from any coercive |
step by the police over an al- |

instigation of violence. PTI

CIDprobes
‘fake signature’
chargeinTMC
MLAS’ letter of
supportto
Shobhandeb
for LoP post

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 29

THE CRIMINAL Investigation
Department (CID) of West Ben-
gal Police is probing the allega-
tions of fake signatures of TMC
MLAs initsletter to the Assem-
bly Secretariat for backing
Shobhandeb Chattopadhyay as
the Leader of Opposition — a
Cabinet Minister-rank post.

At the centre of the contro-
versy is the TMC MLA from
Chowringhee, Nayna Banerijee,
whose signature in the support
letter has come under the
scanner, among others.

The state Assembly secre-
tariat has filed a complaint at
Kolkata’s Hare Street police sta-
tion, alleging that Nayna Ba-
nerjee’s signature, which she
signed after taking oath as the
MLA, did not match the onein
the letter of support for Shob-
handeb Chattopadhyay.

In its probe, the CID has so
far questioned several TMC
MLAs, including Nayna Baner-
jee, Bolpur MLA Chandranath
Sinha, Beleghata MLA Kunal
Ghosh, and Canning-East MLA
Baharul Islam.

On Thursday evening, a
team of CID officials visited
Nayna Banerjee’s Taltala resi-
dence. According to sources,
the CID team included a vi-
deographer who took a photo-
graph of her PAN card.

“Tam afive-time MLA. This
is insulting to me. I have in-
formed the Leader of the Op-
position about the entire
matter,” she said after the CID
team’s visit.

Meanwhile, Shobhandeb
refused to comment on the
matter. “Iwill not say anything
on this matter without speak-
ing to Nayana Banerjee,” he
said.

According to the sources,
several MLAs, whose signa-
tures were in the letter of sup-
port to Shobhandeb for the LoP
post, were not present in the As-
sembly that day.

Asdoubtswere raised about
the authenticity of the signa-
tures, the Assembly Secretary
filed a complaint with the po-
lice, prompting the CID to start
aninvestigation.

Sources said that the CID
team is taking signatures of sev-
eral MLAs to verify their auth-
enticity.
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INDUSTRIAL ENERGY LIMITED

[ dint enbure Company of Tata Power & Tala Siesl)
Pland; Cip PHET, The Tata Power Company Lid, At |EL Power Hooss8T She. Insde Tata Sla Works, Jamshedpur
Regisiered Office: Clo The Tata Power Company Limited, Coporste Center, & Blodk, 34,
Sani Tukaram Fead, Camac Bunder, $umbai 400 009, Tel ; (022) 87171051 Fan: D223 6717 1004
Corporabe identity Number [CIN): LTSI RINGTRLCIETERS, e-madl indlerergy @omal com
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This is to inform all concermed personnel, local autharities, district administration and
residents of nearby areas that the Steam Blowing activity will be camed out at the
12120 MW BFG COG basead (Waste Gas Recovery) Power HousesT of the Indusinial
Energy Limited project as part of the final commissioning process of the new unit. This
project is being executed by Tata Power Prodacts Lid

Steam Blowing is a standard and mandatory process during the commissioning of
any power plant. It ensures internal cleanliness of the boiler and azsociated sleam
pipadines by removing welding siag, rust, and foreign particles that could damage

furbine blacges dunngoperalion.

The purpass of thas essential activity 1s to ensure the internal cleanliness of the boiler
and associated steam pipelines by remaving any debris or foreign matenials before the

plant begins commercial aperations,

« Activity Perlod: The steam blowing will commence from 03-June-2026 to
30-June-2026, betwean the hours of approximately 0700 hrs and 2100 hrs daily.

* Location : Power House#7, Industrial Energy Limited, Infront of Sakchi Pofice

Station, Sakehi, Jamshadpur

*  Nolse Warning: This process imvolves high-velocity steam discharge ("puffing”
blows) which will generate an intermittent, loud noise, similar to 3 jet engine, for

short durations (5-20 minutes per biow)

+ Safety Assurances: All necessary safety precautions and enginesring standards
are being sirctly followed under the supervision of qualified personnel. The sound
is & temporary and normal part of power plant commissioning,

Wa regret any inconveniance causad fo the |ocal community and appreciaie your

cooperation and understanding during this crifical phase of the project.

For further detail on the process or any concems, please confact the

|EL-Project Contract Adminisiration Depariment at B987582449 or emall :

jaigopalsoni@tatapower.com
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ASTERN RATLWAY

E-Tender No. : 94 2026-27, 103_2026-27 & 104_2026-2T7 dated 27.05.2026,
Following e-Tender is inviled onlineg by Divisional Rallway Manager, Eastern
Raillway, Howrah, MNew DEM Buliding, Mear Raill Musaum, Howrah-711101 from
Tenderars having exparance of Similar Mature of work and required financial
capabilities including those registered with Imigation/CPWDY SEB/MES or any
puiblic sector underaking for the followirg work under Sr. DENIC/Howrah, 31 No,
1, E-Tender No. ; 94 2026-27, Description of work: i) "Howrah Divisin - Benewal
of Channel Sleeper by H-Baam Sleapar - 752 Mos. in section Saimthia-Nalhati {Br.
Mo, 172-UP-110.6808-110.791 km - 520 MNos.}, Bandel-Katwa (Br. No. 83-UP-
54.T14-54 835 km - 232 Mos.), (i) Howrah Division ; TBSRE (H-Beam) - 1450 Mos
in-section Secraphuli-Goghat (Br. Mo, 6-DN-931-953 km - 36 Nes. & UP 931-
853-36 Mos. BR No. 26-UP-32.322 32 356 km - 56 Mog.), Bandel-Sakligarh - {Br
Mo 94 DM - 44 B58-44 733 km - 145 Mos_, Br, Mo. 100-08 48.718 46,794 km -
145 Nos., Br. Mo, 94-Rev-44 658-44 733 km - 145 Mos, Br. Mo, 100- REY 46.715-
46, 794 km - 145 Nes,), Bandel-Katwa - (Br. Mo, 12-UP-T.073-T.133 km-26 Maos
Br, Mo, 20-UP 11.821-11.922 km-165 Nos,, Br. Mo, 51A-UP-32.203-32.249 km-
TV Moz, Br. Mo, 51-DN-32 203 32249 km-63 Mos,) Katwa-Azimgan] (Br. Mo, T804-
Up-114.389-114.411 km-B2 Mos: Br. No_ 217-Dh-130.668- 130,837 km -155 MNos.)
Katwa-Azimganj-Br. No, 230-DH-138.005-139 056 km - 100 MNos. Approx. Cost
t ¥ B,58.81,475.24; Earnest Money: ¥ 12,17.600/-, 5l, Ne. 2, E-Tender Mo, :
103 _2026-27. Description of work: {i) Begampur provision of FOB stairs at
Bagampur (BPAE) station. {il} Provision of & m wide FOB with [ifts at all platforms
ai Hirsd motar (HMZ) station undar AEM/Liluah. Approx. Cost: ¥ 6,77,52 624 84
Eamest Money: < 13.55100~ 51 Mo, 3, E-Tender Mo, ; 104 2026-27. Description
of work: (i} Extension of one Foot Chver Bridge at Prantik station in the junsdiction
of SEEMNBaolpur Shantiniketan under AEN/Bolpur Shantiniketan. () Extension
FOB al Kopal station in the jurisdiction of 3SE/MW/Belpur Shantiniketan under
AENEBEoipur Shantmiketan. (i} Extansan FOE at Malkarpur staticn nthe jurisdiction
of SSEMW/Bolpur Shantinikefan under AEMN/Bolpur Shantiniketan. {iv) Nalhati
Proposal for extension of existing FOB towards western side at Malhat station
under Sr. DENAHowarh, Approx. Cost: T 8,32 92 06B 67, Earnest Monay: 7
16,65 300/, Cost of Tender Form i Mil for gach. Completion Pariod: 12 months
tar gach. In case the date of closing mantioned in the Motice Inwviting Tendsar 15
declared a holiday! bandh'strike on any account, the date of closing fender onfine
will not be changed as the application in the website of IREPS dees not permit
submission of any offer after closing date and time of the tender, However, opening
of tenders onlineg will be done next working day, Closing date and time of tender
19068 2026 at 14.00 hrs. The detaiis of tendar are available gt websita
www.ireps.gov.in Tenderers are requasied to submif their affer anline on the

above website, No manual offer will be accepled, HWHL111/2026-27

Tender Maotice i also available at websites | www erindianraibways.gow.in | wwa repsgovin

Follow us at : ] @EastemRailway €9 @easternrailwayheadquarter

gﬁ Karnataka Bank Ltd.

Your family Bank, Across India.

Hem:l Office, Mangaluru -575002  CIN : LB5110KA1924PLCD01125

ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT BRANCH | PhonalFax : 033-22268580

Premises 07/1-0333 Plot No. CBD 10013, Mobile : BOSNADZ0TE, 3632026760
Mew Town, Kolkata-T00156 Website : www kamatakabank bank.in
West Bengal E-mail : kolkata.armi@ktkbank.com

SALE NOTICE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Mofice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction ol Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002
read with provision to rule 9(1) of Security Interes!t (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
Molice |s hereby given to public in general and in particular to Borrower (5] and
Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged /charged o
the secured Creditor the Symbalic Possession of which has been taken by the
Authorised Officer of Kamataka Bank Ltd, the Secured Creditor on 11.07.2025, will be
sold on “As is Where is *, "As is Whal is”™ and “Whatever there is” on 17.06.2026,
for recovery of s, 1,45,23,686.25 (Rupees Une Crore Forty Five Lakhs Twenty Three
Thousand Six Hundred Elghty Six and Paise Twenty Five Only) under PS Overdrall
Account No, 9987000600001001, along with future interast from 01.05.2026 Plus
Costs, due io the Karnataka Bank Lid, Narendrapur - Kolkata Branch, 1% Floos,
BLOCK I, AKSHARA PEARL 200 1.5 .ROAD, NARENDRAPUR, KOLKATA- 700103 the
Sacured creditor fram : (1) M/s. Goutam Kumar Kundu Proprietorship of Late Mr,
Goutam Kumar Kundu- Since deceased, Represented by Legal helrs: (a) Mrs. Gila
Kundu (b) Mrs. Privanka Kondu (2) Mrs. Gita Kundu Wi Late Goutam Kumar Kundu
(3)Ms. Priyanka Kundu D/o Late Goutam Kumar Kendu, all (1), (2), and {3}are
residing at: Ward No. 25 of Rajpur- Sonarpur Municipality, Post Office Rajpur, P5.-
aonarpur, District- South 24 Parganas, West Bengal- 700149 being borrowers/
guarantors’ co - obligants
The reserve price will ba Rs. 2,02,00,000.00 (Rupees Two Crore Two Lakhs only)
including TOS and the eamest money deposit will be Rs.20,20,000.00 (Rupees
Twenty Lakhs Twenly Thowsand Cnly).

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY:
All the part & parcel of Residential Property measuring & Cottah 3 Chittak 0 Sq.it.
Equivalent 10 6.1875 Cottah or 4455 5q.H. situated at Mouza Rajpur, Corresponding
1o ward no 17 of Rajpur Sonarpur Municipality, J.L. No. 55, R.5. Dag No. 653, Khatian
MNo. 653, Khatian No, 178, ADSR Dffice- Sonarpur, District- South 24 Parganas, Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose Road, PO. Rajpur, P5. Sonarpur, Kalitala, Kolkata, West
Bengal- 700149, with building/shed constructed thereon, belonging 1o Goutam
Kumar Kundu- Since deceased, Represented by Legal heirs: (a) Mrs. Gita Kundu
(b) Mrs. Priyanka Kundu. Boundaries: East: Road West : Land of Dag No. 653, North
: Land of DagMNo. 653 South : Land of Dag No. 653
(The borrowers / mortgagor's attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8)
of Section 1.3 ofthe Act, in respect of time available o redeem the secured assaf).
(This Notice shall also serve as Notice under Sub Rule (1) of Rule (9) of Security
Interest Enforcement Rules-2002 to the Borrower/Guarantors)
For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to link in Karnataka Bank's
Website ie.,wwwkarnatakabank.com under the head “Mega Auclion on
17.06.2026".
The E-auction will be conducled through portal https:/bankauctionsin’ on
17.06.2026 from 11:30 A.M to 12:30 PM with unlimited extension of 05 minutes.
The intending bidder is required to register their name at hitps://oankauctions.in/
and get the user Id and password free of cost and gel anline fraining on E-auclion
(tentatively on 16.06.2026) from M/s.4closure, 6OSA, 6" Floor, Maitrivanam,
Ameerpet, Hyderabad-500038. Contact No.040-23836405, Mobile 8142000809,
E-mail:info@bankauctions. in.
Date: 29.05.2026
Place: Kolkata

For Karnalaka Bank Ltd
Chief Manager & Authorised Ollicer

B4 AMARAVATI DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED (ADCL)

(CIN Number : U93000AP2015SGC105535), Email : ccdmc.amaravati@gmail.com
Block 4, APCRDA Project office, Rayapudi Post, Tulluru (M), Amaravati, Guntur (Dist.), A.P - 522237

E-PROCUREMENT - REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
NIT No. 414/IPD/ADCL/2026 Date: 29.05.2026

Name of Assignment: Request for Proposal for Engagement of PMC for
Construction Supervision and Project Management of Lump Sum Contract
(%Tender) Works including DLP of 2 Years for works of : (1) Package XXXVII:
Flood Protection and Strengthening of Inspection of Right Bank of River Krishna
E1 Road (Karakatta) from Ch.0+300 to Ch.2+480; (2) Package XXXVIII: Flood
Protection and Strengthening of Inspection of Right Bank of River Krishna E1 Road
(Karakatta) from Ch.2+-480 to Ch.4+990; (3) Package XXXIX: Flood Protection
and Strengthening of Inspection of Right Bank of River Krishna E1 Road (Karakatta)
from Ch.44-990 to Ch.7+200; (4) Package XXXXX: Flood Pumping Station-2 (8400
Cusec Capacity) at Undavalli Village; (5) Package XXXXXIIl: 2 Lane Bridge including
Shiplock & Regulator for Kondaveetivagu and Guntur Channel; and (6) Package
XXXXXVIII: Construction of Roads, Drains, Water Supply, Sewerage, Utility Ducts
for Power & ICT, Reuse Waterline, STP & Avenue Plantation compatible with Trunk
Infrastructure Layouts for Land Pooling Scheme Layout in Zone-11 at Undavalli
Village in Amaravati, Capital City of Andhra Pradesh.

The above bid can be downloaded on AP e-procurement portal from Dt. 30.05.2026
@18:00 Hrs to Dt. 22.06.2026 @15:00 Hrs. Due date for submission of Bid is
Dt.22.06.2026 @16:00 Hrs, Technical Bid opening is on Dt. 22.06.2026 @16.00
Hrs. For further details please refer to “Tender’ section of www.apeprocurement.gov.in

and www.adcl.in Sd/- Chairperson & Managing Director

I KOLHAPUR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,CITY
=4 WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

E Tender (mahaetenders.gov.in) Extension

Tender |Work| Publish [News paper|Extension
Notice No | no. date name no.
07/2026-27| 9 |30/04/2026] Indian | 4th
Express /
Daily sakal

Due to no Response for the above work, date
Extension is being given From Date 01/06/2026 to
Date 04/06/2026. The Terms & Conditions of Earlier
Tender will be same. g/

s -

Hydraulic Engineer

VA MAHIN“HWA%I NIV ENSITY
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No. 1698/MMU Dt. 29.05.2026

RECRUITMENT NOTICE
Maa Manikeshwari University invites applications in both physical and online mode through HIMS
portal from Indian citizens having eligibility as per the UGC Notification, New Delhi, dated 18th
July 2018, for appointment to the posts of Assistant Professor/ Associate Professor/ Professor
against regular sanctioned vacant posts in the departments of Anthropology, Botany, Chemistry,
Commerce, Education, Economics, English, Geography, History, Mathematics, Odia, Physics,
Political Science, Sanskrit, Sociology and Zoology of this University as directed vide Letter No.
5322/HE, Dated 31.01.2026 of Department of the Higher Education, Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar. The online application form and department wise reservation details will be made
available on the University website https://kalahandiuniversity.ac.in/ and HIMS Portal from
01.06.2026 onwards. For details of the terms and conditions, guidelines for applying etc. Please
visit the University website.
Application open date: 01.06.2026
Application closing date: 05.07.2026
Closing Date for receipt of Printed copy of the application: 15.07.2026

Sd/-
REGISTRAR
Maa Manikeshwari University
Bhawanipatna
OIPR-11001/11182/26-27/0003

Karnataka Bank Ltd.

Your family Bank, Acrass India

HE.} Diﬂ:,

o

a nga!uru - 575 002

CIN : LAS110K AT1924PLCO01128

i Department of Water Resources,
b Government of Odisha
32001/303/2627 ‘‘e” Procurement Notice No. ACEDC-BBSR-03/2026-27

1. Name of the Works: Total 07 (Seven) Nos. Drainage work.

2. Estimated Cost: Rs. 135.09 lakh to Rs. 336.36 lakh

3. Period of Completion: 11 (Eleven) months

4. Date and time of availability of bid document in the portal: From 11.00 hours of

Dt. 02.06.2026 to 18.00 hours of Dt. 17.06.2026.

. Last date/time for receipt of bids in the portal: 18.00 hours of Dt. 17.06.2026.

. Date of Opening of Technical Bid: 18.06.2026 at 11.00 hours

7. Name and address of the Officer inviting Bid: Additional Chief Engineer, Drainage Circle,
Unit-8, Bhubaneswar-751012. e-mail Id:- sedrainagebbsr12 @ gmail.com.

8. The update notification will be intimated to the participated bidders to their registered e-mail &
to their registered mobile number through an autogenerated text message by e-procurement
system. On such intimation, individual bidder needs to log in to their ID through DSC to know
the uploaded summary, i.e. details of opening of financial bid, lottery date time, venue, acceptance
of bid etc.

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal of Odisha Government

https://tendersodisha.gov.in. All information, notices, addendum, corrigendum cancellation notice

etc. if required, will be published in this portal. Sd/-

Additional Chief Engineer
Drainage-Circle, Bhubaneswar
OIPR- 32001/32409/1/26-27/0002

AN

ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT BRANCH |PhoneFax : 033-22268580

Premises 0711-0333 Plot Mo, CBD 100/3, Mobile : 1595046036
MNew Town, Kolkata-T00156 Website : www.karnatakabank.bank.in

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assels and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002
read with provision to rule 9(1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Motice is hereby given to public in general and in parficular to Borrower (s) and
Guarantor (5) that the below described immovable proparty mortgagad chargad 1o the
secured Craditor the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised
Officer of Karnataka Bank Ltd, the Secured Creditor on 05.07.2024, will be sold on
‘sis Whereds “, “Asis What 15" and “Whatever there (3™ on 17.06.2026, for recovery
of Rs. 7,78.408.92 (Rupees Seven Lakhs Seventy Eight Thousand Four Hundred Elght
and Paize Ninety Two Only) under PS Overdraft Account No. 5307000600002 201,
along with future interest from 01.05.2026, plus costs, due to the Karnataka Bank
Ltd, Memari Branch, GROUND FLOOR, DESHBANDHU PALLY, WARD 12, NEAR NEW
BUS STAND, MEMARI, Purba Barddhaman, West bengal- 713146, the Secured
craditor from :{1) M/s Saha Brick Field reprasentad by its Partners a) Mrs. Mira Saha
Wi Shyamapada Saha, b) Mrs. Susmita Saha W/o Milan Kanti Sil, ¢) Mrs. Sudipta
Sinharay W/o Adityanarayan Sinharay (2) Mrs. Mira Saha W/o Shyamapada Saha,
Both {1) and (2) addressed at - Satgachia, Memari - 713422, (3) Mr. Milan Kanti Sil
/0 Manoj Kumar Sil, (4) Mrs. Susmita Saha W/'o Mitan Kanti 5il, Both (3) & (4) are
addressed at : 61, Behanlal Das Pramanik Lame, Howrah - 711107, (5) Mr.
Adityanarayan Sinharay 5/'0 Amitabh Sinharay (6) Mrs. Sudipta Sinharay W/o
Adityanarayan Sinharay, Both (5} & (6) are addressed at : Bohar, Mamari - 713430,
being borrowars/ guarantors/ co— obligants

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY:

1 )All That Part and Parcel of Residential Property at Mouza-Satgachia, JL No. 81, LR
Khatian No. 3957 and 39&0, LR Plot No, 506 admeasuring 7 decimals with 2 Storied
Bullding admeasuring 244275 5.1t . belonging to Mrs. Sushmila Saha & Sudipla
Sinharay.

Boundaries:

East : Pond being Plot No. 511 West : Panchayat Road

Narth ; House of Pantosh Ghosh South : Plot No. 513

The rezerve price will be Rs.35,24,000.00 (Rupees Thirly Five Lakhs Twenty Four
Thousand only) and the earnest money deposit will be Rs.3,52,400.00 (Rupees
Three Lakhs Fifty Two Thousand Four Hundred Only).

2)AN That Part and Parcel of Residential Property al Mouza-Satgachia, JL Mo, 81, LR
Khatian No, 3357 and 3260, LR Plot No. 506 admeasuring 19 decimals, belonging lo
Mrs. Sushmila Saha & Sudipta Sinharay.

Boundaries:

East : Power House West : Panchayat Road

Morth : Property of Balaram Ghosh and Mahitosh Ghosh  Soath; Plot No. 506

{The bormwer's / mortgagor's attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8)
of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time avaitable to redesm the secured asset)

(This Notice shall also serve as Molice under Sub Rule (6) of Rule (8) of Security
Interast Enforcement Rules-2002 to the Borrower/Guarantors)

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to link in Karnataka Bank's
Website fe..www.karnatakabank.com under the head “Mega Auwction on
17.06.2026".

The E-auction will be conducted through portal hitps:/bankauctions.in/ on
17.06.2026 from 11:30 A.M to 12:30 PM with unlimited extension of 05 minutes.
The intending bidder is required to register their name at hitps://bankauctions.in/
and get the user Id and password free of cost and get onfine fraining on E-auction
ftentatively on 16.06.2026) from M/s.dclosere, 60SA, 6" Floor, Maitrivanam,
Ameerpet, Hyderabad-500038, Contact No.040-23836405, Mobile 8142000809,
E-mail:info@bankauctions.in.
Date: 29.05.2026

Place: Memari

For Karnataka Bank Ltd
Chief Manager & Authorised Officer

West Bengal E-mail : kolkata.armi@ktkbank.com

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
U. P. LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Badshah Bagh, Gokaran Nath Road, Lucknow-226007
Ph. No. 0522-2741899, Email 1D: upldbi@rediffmail.com, Website: https:/fupldb.up.gov.in
L. No. 359/UPLDB/RGM-IVFI2026-27, Date: May, 29, 2026
NOTICE FOR INVITATION OF CUSTOM GEM-BID

Uttar Pradesh Livestock Development Board (U.PL.D.B.) is a society registered under
the Society Registration Act, 1860 established as par Govl. of India directives has invited
onling Custom GeM Bid# GEM/2026/8/7584153, Dated: 27.05,2026 for implemeantation
of In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) programme in the State of Uttar Pradesh. For this an
Uttrasound Machine, ultrasound Probe with all attachmeants and neadle guiding system for
bovine OPU is o be procured and installed at IVF Laboralory, Chak-Ganjaria at Miblet,
Jahagirabad, Barabanki, U_P. as per tha details given balow

GeM Bid Details

Tendered Mems/Instruments Earnest Last Date Opening of
(As per details given intha | Money (Rs.) [ & time for GeM Bids
GeM Bid documents) {Refundable)| submission |{Technical bids)

Custom GaM
Bid Mo. & Date

Littrasound KMachine,
Custom GeM Bidgé | ultrasound Probe with all 12062026 | 12.08.2026
GEM/Z026/B/7584153, | altachments and needie | 3000000 upto 03:30 PM.

Dated: 27 052026 | Ouiding system for bovine 03-00 PM anwards
OPLU with accessones

The complete GaM Bid details have been uploaded on GeM portal as per information
given in the above table. Any comigendum/amendment in the GeM Bid document shall be
uploaded on GeM portal only. UPLDB reserves the right to cancel any or all the GeM-Bids
withoul assigning any reason and decision of UPLDB shall be final and binding

Dr. Pramod Kumar Singh

Chief Executive Officer

DIRECTORATE OF MINES & GEOLOGY

STEEL AND MINES DEPARTMENT,
GOVT. OF ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR

Heads of Department Building, Unit-V, Pin-751001
Tel No.: 0674-2391537, Fax No.: 0674-2391684
Email ID: directormines1@orissaminerals.gov.in

30001/30/2627

SILIGURI REGIONAL OFFICE

HOMELAND BUSINESS CENTRE 4th FLOOR,
Jrd MILE SEVOKE ROAD SILIGURI, WEST BENGAL-734008

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

ANMEXURE-A
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
“APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule B (6) & or 9(1) 1

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interast
Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule B(6) & or 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Molice s hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower(s), Morlgagor(s) and Guarantoris) that the below described immaoveable properly

mortgagedicharged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is

where is", “As is what is” and “Whatever there is" basis for recovery of dues in balow mantionad account’s. The details of Borrower Morlgagos'Guarantorn's/Securad

Assel/siDues/Reserve Pricele-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentoned below:

221

Singh (Guarantar)

Vill. Odlabari, PO- Manabari
FS- Malbazar Dist-
Jalpaiguri (W.B.) PIN- 735

Branch: Malbazar Branch,
Opp. Adarsha Bidya
Bhaban, PO & PS5 Mal, Dist.
Jalpaiguri — 735 221 (WB),

Pargana Changmari.J.L. No. 25(old) 20(Mew), Touzi Mo B4, [  Paisa only) up 1o
within Qodlaban Gram Panchayat Area, Police Station Mal, 12-12-2024 +
District Jalpaiguri in the name of Mr. Giridhar Gopal Singh | Unapplied interest

and land & busding measuring 0.33 Acres, recorded in RS + Unserved
Khatian Mo, 53725 comesponding to LR, Khatian No. 545, intarest + other
Part of R.5. Plot Mo, 1063 corresponding to L.R. Plot No cost thereon

1832, held under the Stale of West Bengal, siluaied within
Mouza Oodlaban, Pargana Changmari, J.L. No. 25old),
Z0iMew}, Touzi Mo, B4, within Codlabar Gram FPanchayat

MDA Arga, Police Station Mal, Disfrict Jalpaigusi in the name of
Contact of Autharised|Mr.RanjiSingh. The property is bounded as under; Inthe
Officer: TEO2322200 Worth - Land of Shri Tapan Kumar Mitra, Inthe South - Land

of Shei Tapan Kumar Mitra, In the East - Land of Shn Dilip
Craon, Inthe West- 15 Feel wide pucca road.

i Mame & address of Detailed description of Date & Time| _ Reserve Price St siPessassen|  PTOPetY
Lotl Borrower/s/ Guarantori s the immovable property with Total Dues of ENDamourt | . 'rm.i'nhnurn Inspection
Mo, | Mortgagor (s) known encumbrances, if any E-auction | Bid korease Anowst p— | date & Time
1|01, Mis. Maa Kamakhya|Exclusive charge by way of Equiable Morigage of All that | Rs.1,48,99,997.01 | 22-06-2026| Red4 45246000 | Physical 1B-06-2026
Rice Mill place or parcel of total land and bullding measuring 1.1 {Rupees One mme [— 3:00pm -
02. Mr. Ranjit Singh|acres classified as "Rice M, out of which land measuring | Crose Forfy-Esght | 2.00pm | Redd524H.00 5:00pm
(Partner) 0.86 Acres, racorded in R.S. Khatian Mo, 58/25| Lakh Ninety Ming | 108.00pm [——— Mobile
D3. Mrs. Shalini Singh|comesponding to LR, Khatian No. 545, Parlof R.S. PiolNo. | Thousand Nine Rs.25.000.00 7602322200
(Partner) 1063 comasponding to L.R. Plot No. 1832, held under tha |  Hundrad Minaty (with prior
04. Mr. Giridhar Gopal|Stale of West Bengal, stuated within Mowza Dodisbar, Seven & One appointment)

. .y Date: May 29, 2026
Notice Inviting Tender

“Invitation of bids for grant of Mining Lease for Iron Ore, Bauxite,
Aluminous Laterite, Limestone and Manganese Mineral and for grant
of Composite Licence for Bauxite Mineral”

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10 (B) and Section 11 of the Mines
and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and in accordance with the
Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 as amended from time to time notified thereunder, the
Government of Odisha has identified:

a) 8 mineral blocks (2 blocks of Bauxite, 1 iron Ore, 1 Iron Ore & Aluminous
Laterite, 2 blocks of Iron Ore & Manganese, 1 block of Manganese & Dolomite,
and 1 block of Limestone) for Electronic Auction and hereby invites tenders for
the purposes of grant of Mining Lease.

b) 3 mineral blocks of Bauxite for Electronic Auction and hereby invites tenders for
the purposes of grant of Composite Licence.

Accordingly, financial bids are invited in digital format only and technical bids are
invited both in digital and physical format from eligible bidders.

Eligibility conditions, date and time for participating in the electronic auction are
provided in the Tender Document. Detailed Tender Documents along with timelines,
notifications, updates and other details for the e-auction process for the mineral
blocks are available in electronic form only and can be downloaded from the website
of MSTC Limited: (https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/micin/).
Interested and eligible bidders can register themselves on the above website. On
successful registration, eligible bidders will obtain login ID and password necessary
for participation in the e-auction process. Model Tender Document and Mineral Block
Summary are available free of cost on the website of MSTC Limited.

The block specific Tender documents are available for purchase on the
e-auction portal of MSTC Limited from Monday, June 01, 2026. Last date for
purchase of Tender

Document after payment of a tender fee on website of e- auction platform provider is
Monday, July 06, 2026 and the last date for submission of the bid is Monday, July 13,
2026 on or before 17:00 hours (Indian Standard Time). The Price of Tender
Document is exclusive of applicable GST. GST is payable under the Reverse Charge
Mechanism. All blocks are put up for auction as virgin blocks.

List of Mineral Blocks for Auction

Date: 29-05-2026
Place: SILIGURI

Er detailed terms and conditions of sale, please referflink to the websites link https./'www bankofbaroda bank.infe-auction.him and online auction portal
https:/'baanknet.com Also, prospective bidders may contact the authorized officer on Mobile Te02322200

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

- ML/ Price of
"‘; Name of Block District Mineral cL Tender
. Document
1. | Karlapat Bauxite Block | Kalahandi Bauxite | ML 5,00,000
2. | Nunapaimali Bauxite Rayagada Bauxite ML 5,00,000
Block Al
3. | Patamunda - B Sundargarh | Manganese & ML 5,00,000
Manganese & Iron Dre Iron Ore
Block -
4. | Kendudihi-Parulipada Kendujhar Manganese, ML 5,00,000
Manganese & Dolomite R
Block Dolomite
5. | Jaldihi Tantigram [ron SU'ﬁhﬁ'ﬁ'rﬁ-u_r-h_ | TronOre& | ML 5,00,000
Ore & Aluminous Aluminous
Laterite Block - Laterite | o
6. | Gadadharpur Iron Ore | Kendujhar Iron Ore ML 5,00,000
Elu:k — = = s |
7. | Barpada South lron & Sundargarh Iron Ore & ML | 5,00,000
Manganese Ore Block Manganese
8. | Behera Banjipali Bargarh Limestone ML 2,00,000
Limestone Block _—
8. | Tikirimali- Rayagada Bauxite L 5,00,000
Budharajamali Bauxite
Block ks
10. | Tikriguda-Maliguda Rayagada Bauxite | CL 5.00,000
Bauxite Block —
11. | Nangalmarhimali Rayagada Bauxite CL 5,00,000
k - |
Sd/-
Director of Mines & Geology,
OIPR- 30001/30028/1/26-27/0002 Odisha
Kolkata

3. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

e-Tenders are Invited by Sr. Divisonal
Electrical Enginear/G/Kharagpur-721301

5.E. Rallway forand o betalf of President
of India for the following work befors 12,00
Furs, of thie dale msnbionsd against fems

51, Mo. & Tender Motice Mo, ; Description
of work; Tendar Value; Bid Security!
EMD. & (1) N4-ELC-G-KGP-25-27-06,
dated 27.05.2026; Electrical work for
development of new passender halt station
namad Millunthia betwean Raghunathbari-
Rajgoda in Panskura-Haldla section;
¥ 27,09 222 T 55,000/, (2) 114-ELC-5-
Electrical wark for- (1) Provision of wash
rotm cum changing roam, rast room alc,
for famale employees at work place {Sr

Sacfion EngineaenPWiHolaghat, Sr. Section
Engineer/PW/Panskura & Sr, Section
EnginaeriW/Kolaghat office) and
(a) Constrechion af Ladies Changing redam
and Malkhana at RFF Post/Tamiuk:;
T 14 58,098/ £ 28,200 Cost of Tendar
Documant: Nil for both, Completion
Period : 06 months for both from the date
of issie of Letter of Acceplance. Date of
Submission ; Upto 1200 hrs. of
17.06.2026 for bath, Date of Opening:
17062026 for both. Interested Tenderars
ey visil webisils wesw. iraps.gowin for full
detads, description and specfication of the
tender and submit lheir bids onlina. In no
caae manual ienders for these works will
be accepted. Note : Prospectve bidders
iy regulardy visil waw ireps.gov.in 1o
participate im all tanders. (PR-246)

CENTRAL RAILWAY

Pune Division

Open E-Tender Notice No. DRM-W-
PA-E-Tend-2026-NE-05 dt. 25.05.2026
Divisional Railway Manager
(Waorks), Central Raibway, Pune for
and on behalf of the Prasident of
India, invites Open E-tenders
through website www.iraps.gov.in
for the wark:- "Hiring and setting of 10
HP sludge Diezel pumps 26 Mos.
mud pumps al required locabions 1o
facilitate pumping arrangement
during monsoon al 13 Nos. subway
locations for 3 monsoons In
monsoon parods under jurisdiction
of 3r. DEMN/NE/Pune_ section.
LHS/ALC Mo 33,34, 38 48C, 52, 56,
orC, 60, 65, 69, 70, 72 & 78 = 13
location {26 Pumps)" Adv Gosti-
15584400.00, EMD:- 311700.00.,
Tender cloging date and time of
aforesaid e-tender: Upto 15:15
Hrs. of 12.06.2026, The prospective
lenderers are requested to visil tha
websile www.ireps.gov.in for
details of tenders & corrigandum, if
any, Tenderer may parlicipate in
above E-tender electronically
through website www.ireps.gov.in
only & submission of manual offers
against E-tender are not allowed,
Manual offers, if submitted, shall
neither ba opened nor considered,
For further enguiry, may coniact:
Divisional Railway Manager (Works)
Dffice. Central Railway, Pune on
Phone Mo, D20-26105304, Tendarer
who wanis to be present at the time
of Opening of tenders, he/she may

doso
34

DRM (Work), Pune

Trawel safely, Avoid footboard travelling
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Starkey

Superhuman Sound: Inside
Starkey’s Omega Al Revolution

Brandon Sawalich, President & CEO of Starkey, on the role India plays
in the future of hearing technology - and what 'superhuman’ really means.

Starkey, America's only privately owned
hearing technology company, has just un-
veiled Omega Al - a flagship product and
the most intelligent hearing aid they've
ever made. At the helm is Mr. Brandon
Sawalich, a leader who has steered
Starkey from a traditional hearing-aids
manufacturer into a global technology
and wellness powerhouse. In a conversa-
tion with Indian Express, Sawalich speaks
about DNN 360, India's outsized role in
Starkey's ambitions, affordability, and
why the ear - not the wrist - is the next
frontier in wearable technology.

What makes Omega Al a meaning-
ful step forward for everyday hear-
ing?

At Starkey, we know hearing is not just a
luxury or convenience; it is essential to
overall health and well-being. Our newest
flagship technology, Omega Al, features
DNN 360, the world's first deep neural
network-powered directionality system.
This advanced Al technology helps tackle
the single biggest struggle people with
hearing loss face: hearing clearly in noisy
environments. What makes it truly remark-
able is that DNN 360 doesn't just process
sound - it predicts the next acoustic adap-
tation before it happens, similar to how
the healthy human brain filters out un-
wanted noise, helping the user focus on
the sounds they want to hear. The result is
up to 28% better speech intelligibility in
challenging environments and an 8 dB sig-
nal-to-noise improvement. That is why we
say OmegaAl is technology so intelligent,
itis superhuman.

How is Omega Al different from
previous Starkey products like Edge
Al or Genesis Al?

Every generation of Starkey technology
has been a giant leap at the time of its re-
lease, and Omega Al is no exception.
Starkey being a privately-held technology
company gives us an extraordinary advan-
tage, allowing us to pivot quickly to keep
up with science and focus on the needs of
patients and professionals, rather than the
demands of shareholders. Our advanced
development team is working on technol-
ogy thatisn't yet scientifically possible, so
that the moment it becomes possible, we
are already there. Omega Al introduced
advanced technology and many first-to-
world features, including the industry-first
TeleHear Al feature, which uses generative
Al to resolve common hearing issues in
real time with 93% predictive accuracy,
and LED indicators that double as a find-
my-hearing-aid tool. Each breakthrough is
a testament to Starkey's continued lead-
ership, not just in the hearing industry, but
in the technology space. We are setting the
speed of innovation - and we intend to
keep it that way.

How will Omega Al improve real-
life listening for people across di-
verse lifestyles, including in India?

Omega Al is fully customisable for every
lifestyle and listening environment. Your
hearing care provider can programme the
device to your precise audiological profile.
For those living active lives - and India has
1.4 billion people who do - the upgraded
waterproofing, tested to last 10 times
longer than previous coatings, and the 20x
stronger shell resin make Omega Al in-
credibly durable. Our Edge Mode+ is a

"The ear is the new
wrist. Hearing aids
are no longer
single-use sound
amplifiers - they are
multi-function
wellness tools."

Technology so intelligent,

BRANDON SAWALICH
President & CEQ, Starkey

game-changer for on-the-go adjustments:
with a simple gesture or tap, users get
DNN-powered real-time tuning for both
comfort and speech clarity. Whether you
are navigating a noisy Delhi metro, a
bustling Mumbai marketplace, or a quiet
boardroom in Bengaluru, Omega Al
adapts intelligently.

How is Starkey keeping Omega Al
reliable, upgrade-ready and future-
proof for all users?

Future-proofing begins with the hard-
ware itself. Omega Al is built on the most
advanced processor available, paired
with the latest Bluetooth capabilities and
51 hours of battery life between charges -
the industry benchmark. Pairing Omega
Al with the My Starkey app allows users
to receive and install firmware updates
the moment they are released, without
a clinic visit. They can quickly upgrade
their own devices to keep up with the
newest available firmware and enjoy the
latest capabilities. In a market like India,
where customers have always valued
long-term reliability and value, this is a
huge advantage.

How is Starkey preparing its
ecosystem for rising expectations
around wellness, connectivity and
comfort?

Starkey has consistently led the industry
in Healthable innovation - a term we
coined to describe hearing aids that do far
more than amplify sound. We were the
first to integrate onboard sensors into a
hearing aid, and still the only company to
offer fall detection and alerts. With
Omega Al, we introduce Balance Builder, a
My Starkey app feature that delivers at-
home exercises to improve stability and
coordination, and an industry-first auto-
matic respiratory rate monitor that tracks
breathing passively in the background -
giving users and their families advance
warning of potential health changes.
Starkey turned single-use devices into
multi-function wellness tools that im-
prove lives and give loved ones and care-
givers peace of mind.

Where is Starkey's technology
headed in the next five years, and
which upcoming trend excites you
most personally?

| always say that in five years, Starkey will
be ten years ahead. In 2018, when we in-
troduced Livio Al - the industry's first Al-
powered hearing aid - | declared that 'the
ear is the new wrist.' Today, every major
hearing company is chasing the health-
monitoring capabilities Starkey pio-
neered. The technology leaps of the last
five years alone have been monumental.
What excites me most is the convergence
of Al, biometric sensing and ambient com-
puting inside a device smaller than a fin-
gertip. The future possibilities are almost
beyond imagination, but Starkey is al-
ready working on them. We are legacy
built, future driven.

What significance does India hold
for Starkey - not just as a market,
but as a hub for technology, innova-

tion and manufacturing?

India holds enormous strategic signifi-
cance for Starkey for many reasons. Indian
consumers are among the most tech-
savvy in the world. They have adopted Al
technologies faster than many other mar-
kets, and they actively seek out the most
innovative products rather than settling
for the familiar. That openness to new
ideas and technology creates a tremen-
dous opportunity for us. Beyond the con-
sumer market, we have a rapidly growing
team in India focused on app development
and next-generation technology features.
The innovative culture embedded in In-
dia's tech ecosystem - in cities like Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad and Pune - makes it an
ideal location for deeper exploration into
the technologies of the future. India is not
just a market we serve; it is a market we
are building with.

India has a vast population with
varying income levels. Does Starkey
plan to offer products catering to
lower-income groups?

The short answer is yes. Hearing loss does
not discriminate by income, and neither
should access to quality hearing solutions.
| am excited to share that there are new,
accessible options coming to the India
market very soon. | cannot say more at this
stage, but | encourage the Indian market
to watch this space closely. Starkey's mis-
sion has always been to connect people
back to their lives through better hearing -
and that mission does not carry an income
threshold.

"In five years, Starkey
will be ten years
ahead.We are already
working on
technology that isn't
yet scientifically
possible.”

How do you see the global hearing
aid industry shaping up amid rapid
technological innovation - with
Starkey in the driving seat?

| am confident that Starkey will continue
to lead the trajectory of this industry. We
have introduced first-to-world technol-
ogy with every product release for the
past eight years, and we are not slowing
down. Our exclusive partnerships and
collaborations with leading technology
companies give us an incredible advan-
tage in bringing new ideas to market
faster than anyone else. And being pri-
vately held means our decisions aren't
just based on quarterly earnings cycles -
we can invest heavily in long-term R&D
and make bold decisions when the sci-
ence demands it. The industry will follow;
Starkey will lead.

What is Starkey doing to ensure
hearing care professionals and
users worldwide - especially in In-
dia - feel consistently supported?
What has always made me proud of
Starkey is that our brand, mission and cul-
ture are evident in every one of our 29
global facilities. When | visit Starkey India,
| feel at home - because the same purpose
that drives our team in Eden Prairie, Min-
nesota drives our colleagues in India. That
purpose is creating caring products that
connect people through better hearing.
Our mission is to serve our customers bet-
ter than anyone else. That purpose and
mission aren't just taglines; they resonate
deeply with our more than 6,000 employ-
ees worldwide. It's how we run this com-
pany every single day and that consistency
is what keeps hearing care professionals
and patients trusting Starkey, in India and
everywhere else.
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SPECIAL FOCUS ON HEARING AIDS

India's hearing healthcare industry is
entering a new phase with the launch of
Omega Al, the latest artificial intelligence-
driven hearing solution from Starkey,
powered by its most advanced G3 Gen Al
Neuro Processor.As awareness around
hearing wellness grows, advanced tech-
nology is reshaping how people experi-
ence communication, lifestyle, and over-
all wellbeing.

In this exclusive interaction, Mr. Akhil
Chauhan, Managing Director of Starkey
India & South Asia, shares his views on
technology, awareness, accessibility, Al
innovation, and the future of hearing
healthcare in India.

With the launch of Omega Al in
India, how is Starkey redefining
hearing healthcare in India and
South Asia?

Omega Al is much more than a product
launch for us. It represents a major ad-
vancement in hearing healthcare innova-
tion. Powered by Starkey's most advanced
G3 Gen Al Neuro Processor, the device can
automatically understand different listen-
ing environments and make real-time ad-
justments to create a natural and personal-
ized hearing experience. What makes
Omega Al different is that it goes beyond
traditional hearing correction. It combines
intelligent sound processing, wellness
tracking, fall detection, and smart connec-
tivity in one compact and discreet device.
For millions across India and South Asia
living with hearing challenges, this tech-
nology can significantly improve communi-
cation and quality of life. At Starkey, we be-
lieve Indian consumers deserve access to
the same advanced hearing technology
available globally, and Omega Al reflects
that commitment.

India still faces a major gap in hear-
ing awareness and early diagnosis.
What are the biggest shortcomings
of the hearing healthcare ecosys-
tem today?

The biggest challenge is awareness. Many
people still associate hearing loss only
with old age or severe deafness, so mild
and moderate hearing problems often re-
main untreated for years. Accessibility is
another concern. Advanced hearing care
services and audiologists are concentrated
mainly in metro cities, while Tier 2, Tier 3,
and rural regions remain underserved.
Then there is social stigma. Many individu-
als hesitate to use hearing aids because
they fear judgment or embarrassment.
Hearing health should be treated just like
eye care or any other aspect of overall
wellness. The positive side is that aware-
ness is gradually improving, especially
among younger and health-conscious
consumers.

Despite rapid technological ad-
vancement, hearing aid adoption in
India remains low compared to
global markets. What factors are in-
fluencing this trend?

One major reason is delayed action.
Hearing loss develops gradually and usu-
ally without pain, so people often ignore
it for years before seeking professional
help. Affordability also remains an im-
portant factor. Premium hearing solu-
tions are still considered expensive by
many families, while insurance coverage
for hearing healthcare remains limited.
At the same time, awareness about mod-
ern hearing technology is still relatively
low. Many consumers continue to imag-
ine hearing aids as bulky devices,
whereas today's solutions are sleek,
rechargeable, discreet, and highly intelli-
gent. The industry must continue educat-
ing consumers that hearing aids are not
only medical devices - they are lifestyle
solutions that improve communication,
confidence, productivity, and emotional
wellbeing.

Omega Al introduces next-genera-

tion artificial intelligence into hear-
ing solutions. How do you see Al

. WORLD'S FIRST |

AKHIL CHAUHAN, MD
Starkey India & South Asia

transforming hearing correction
and lifestyle enhancement?
Artificial intelligence is completely trans-
forming the hearing experience. Omega Al
can automatically identify environments
such as restaurants, meetings, traffic, of-
fices, or quiet spaces and instantly optimize
hearing without manual adjustments. Al is
now doing much more than improving
sound clarity. It is turning hearing aids into
smart wellness devices. Features such as
fall detection, wellness tracking, caregiver
alerts, and smartphone integration provide
greater safety and convenience, especially
for senior citizens. This technology allows
users to remain socially active, indepen-
dent, and connected with family and
friends. We believe hearing devices are
evolving into wearable wellness technol-
ogy, and Al will continue driving this trans-
formation in the coming years.

Indian consumers today are becom-
ing increasingly technology-savvy
and aspirational. How receptive is
the market towards premium Al-en-
abled hearing solutions?

The Indian consumer today is far more
aware and aspirational than before. People
are already comfortable using smart de-
vices, digital healthcare tools, and wear-
able technology in everyday life. We are
seeing growing interest in premium hear-
ing solutions, especially among profes-
sionals, entrepreneurs, and active senior
citizens who value both technology and
lifestyle benefits. Design also plays an im-
portant role. Modern hearing devices are
smaller, more comfortable, and nearly invis-
ible, which reduces hesitation among first-
time users. Once consumers experience
the comfort and convenience of Al-pow-
ered hearing technology, they quickly un-
derstand its value. Demand for premium
hearing solutions in India is steadily in-
creasing.

From a business perspective, how
important is India in Starkey's
growth strategy?

India is one of Starkey's most important
growth markets globally and a key focus
area for South Asia. Under the visionary
leadership of Mr. Brandon Sawalich, Presi-
dent & CEO, Starkey continues to focus on
innovation, accessibility, and expanding
advanced hearing healthcare into emerg-
ing markets like India. The country has ris-
ing healthcare awareness, increasing ac-
ceptance of advanced technology, and
enormous long-term potential. At the
same time, hearing healthcare remains un-
derpenetrated, creating opportunities for
both business growth and meaningful so-
cial impact. Our focus is not only expan-
sion but also improving hearing health-
care standards across the country through
awareness programs, technology adop-
tion, and stronger accessibility.

Accessibility and affordability con-
tinue to be concerns. How is
Starkey India bridging this gap in
Tier 2 and Tier 3 markets?

Expanding access remains one of our top
priorities. We are strengthening our pres-
ence across smaller cities and towns
through partnerships with clinics, audiolo-
gists, and regional healthcare providers.
We are also conducting awareness initia-
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tives in regional languages to educate
people about hearing health and early di-
agnosis. Affordability is equally important,
which is why we continue exploring flexi-
ble EMI options through authorised dis-
pensers to make advanced hearing solu-
tions more accessible. At Starkey, our
mission is simple - “To Serve Our Cus-
tomers Better Than Anyone Else.” That
mission guides every decision we make,
whether it is innovation, service quality,
accessibility, or customer support.

The conversation around hearing
health is shifting from "medical ne-
cessity” to "quality of life and well-
ness." How important is this
change?

This shift is extremely important for the fu-
ture of the industry. When hearing care is
viewed only as a medical issue, people often
delay treatment because of fear or hesita-
tion. But when hearing health becomes
connected with confidence, relationships,
social interaction, career growth, and emo-
tional wellbeing, people become far more
open towards solutions. Good hearing im-
proves everyday experiences - whether it
is conversations with loved ones, work-
place communication, travel, or entertain-
ment. As awareness grows, hearing devices
will increasingly be viewed as wellness and
lifestyle products rather than something
associated with stigma.

What role do audiologists, hearing
care professionals, and awareness
initiatives play in improving hear-
ing healthcare outcomes?

Audiologists and hearing care profession-
als remain central to the industry. Technol-
ogy is important, but counselling, fitting,
guidance, and long-term support are
equally critical for successful outcomes.
Awareness initiatives encourage people to
identify hearing problems early and seek
professional help before the condition
worsens. At Starkey India, we continue in-
vesting in training programs, educational
initiatives, and professional partnerships
because meaningful progress requires
strong collaboration across the ecosystem.

What is your long-term vision for
the Indian hearing industry?

| believe the future of hearing healthcare in
India is extremely promising. Over the next
few years, we will see wider adoption of
Al-powered hearing devices, remote hear-
ing care services, and more personalized
hearing solutions. | also hope hearing
screening becomes as routine as regular
health check-ups because early diagnosis
and awareness can make a significant dif-
ference in people's lives. Most importantly,
society must stop viewing hearing loss as a
stigma. Better hearing ultimately leads to
better communication, stronger relation-
ships, and improved quality of life.

Reflecting on your 18-year journey
with Starkey India, what have been
your biggest learnings and what
drives you and your team every
day?

My biggest learning has been that trust and
consistency are the foundation of long-term
success. Building a strong healthcare orga-
nization in India requires patience, commit-
ment, and meaningful relationships. Over
the years, | have personally witnessed how
hearing technology can transform lives, and
that continues to motivate our team every
day. I am incredibly proud to lead such a
committed, passionate, and purpose-driven
team at Starkey India. Their dedication and
relentless efforts have helped us earn the
"Great Place to Work" certification for the
second consecutive year - a recognition
that truly reflects our culture, values, and
people-first approach.l would also like to
sincerely thank our business partners for
their continued trust, collaboration, and
staunch support. Their shared commitment
and partnership have been invaluable in
helping us touch more lives, deliver better
hearing experiences, and bring greater hap-
piness to every end user.

Starkey

Scan here to
schedule an
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Sevenarrested
in Hyderabad

lawyer’s murder

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, May 29

POLICE HAVE arrested seven
persons, includingeducationists
Mujahid Alam Khan alias Baba
and his father Mahaboob Alam
Khan, for allegedly plotting the
murder of Hyderabad-based
lawyer Khaja Moizuddin. The
Khans run well-known educa-
tional institutionsin Hyderabad.
Senior lawyer Khaja Moi-
zuddin (63), died after he was
mowed down by a speeding
SUV outside hishouse in Masab
Tank area of Hyderabad Satur-
day morning. He was rushed to
aprivate hospital, where he suc-
cumbed to severe injuries.
Hyderabad Police Commis-
sioner V C Sajjanar said, “Probe
revealed thatlong-standing dis-
putes existed between the
family of the accused, Mujahid
Alam Khan, and the deceased,
Advocate Khaja Moizuddin, re-
lating to Wagqf properties’ man-
agementissuesin Malakpet and
Lakdikapul, Hyderabad. Several
civil, criminal and Waqf Tribu-
nal cases have been pendingbe-
tween them for many years.”
Duringa press conferencein
Hyderabad Friday, Sajjanar
said, “The accused believed
that due to the active involve-
ment of the deceased in legal
proceedings against them, they
were suffering continuouslegal
setbacks and humiliation. Bear-
ing a grudge against the de-
ceased, accused Mujahid Alam
Khan and Mahmood Alam
Khan conspired to eliminate
him.” The alleged contract kill-
ingwas executed for Rs 15 lakh.
Mujahid Alam Khan and
Mahaboob Alam Khan are al-
leged to have conspired along
with their close aides, Hassan
Ali alias Chaous and Muneer, to
execute the plan through Ki-
shan alias Pappu, police said.

NEET PAPER LEAK ROW

says PM supervisings

2 Q\ |

Express News Service
New Delhi May 29

HEARINGPLEAS in connection
with the cancellation of NEET-
UG 2026 over allegations of
paper leak, the Supreme Court
on Friday quizzed the National
Testing Agency (NTA), which
said the matter is being moni-
tored by none other than Prime
Minister Narendra Modi him-
self. The court, however, said
that the problemwill notend un-
less accountability is fixed.
“Thereal problem won't stop
till actual accountability is fixed.
Not in terms of so and so will be
liable, it will be effective when
we know which individual
shoulders the responsibility.
Unless you identify the specific
dutybearers, it will be difficult,”
said Justice P S Narasimha pre-
siding over a two-judge bench.
He said in a situation of the
given nature, unless the respon-
sibility is identified, it will only
remain a case of the committee
holding meeting after meetings.
The bench asked the Centre
tofilean affidavitindicatinghow
and in which manner the pro-
cess of conduct and conclusion
of the examination, year after
year, will be done. It said the af-
fidavit be filed within six weeks
and posted the matter for hear-
ingin the second week of July.
The bench also comprising
Justice Alok Aradhe said NTA
must learn from bodies like the
UPSC on conducting competi-
tive exams. “We have... created
and established world-class in-
stitutions. UPSC, for example,
with the amount of conduct of
the preliminary examsand other
things, (has) never been (in) a

| situation like this. We need to

HC to Google: Pay Rs 30L
damages to company for
trademark infringement

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 29

THE DELHI High Court has di-
rected Google LLC to pay dam-
agesof Rs30lakhin atrademark
suit by sanitaryware brand
Hindware after the court found
that the AdWords programme
of Google allowed a tool which
leadsto infringement.

Justice Mini Pushkarna, in
an order dated May 22, ob-
served: “Google cannot be per-
mitted to shrug off responsibil-
ity by making available a tool
(keyword planner tool) that
leadstoinfringement, and then
turning around to claim that
the said tool was not manda-
tory.” Google AdWords Pro-
gramme is a paid referencing
and keyword advertising ser-
vice on their search engine.

The court also held that
Google cannot invoke the safe
harbour provision as an inter-
mediary, noting: “..it has been
admitted by Google that it
allows use of trademarks as key-
words in order to seek out users
interested in the goods or ser-
vices covered by the registered
trademark... Google isan active
participant in use of the trade-
marks of proprietors. The trade-
marks are monetised by Google

by using the same as keywords
for displaying the paid adver-
tisements on the SERP (search
engine results page)... The Ads
Programme of Google encour-
ages the users to use various
search terms, including, trade-
marks as keywords for display of
the advertisementstothe target
audience. Thus, Google cannot
seek the benefit of exemption
under Section 79 of the IT Act.”

Observing that the “conduct
of Google” in selling trademarks
as keywords takes “unfair ad-
vantage" of Hindware's trade-
mark, the court observed that
the same is “contrary to honest
practicesin industrial and com-
mercial matters”. The court
ruled that Google’s actions of
“selling or trading off the plain-
tiff’s trademark to the direct ri-
vals or competitors of the plain-
tiff, without permission, as well
as without sharing the profits
with the trademark proprietor,
is evidently dishonest.”

Hindware, in its trademark
suit, had alleged that competing
brandsin thesanitarywarespace
had purchased its registered
trademark space to appear as a
result when consumers searched
for ‘Hindware Sanitary’, or
‘Hindware Sanityware’ or ‘Hind-
ware Sanitary Ware India’.

s

CBI Special Director Manoj Shashidhar (left) and NTA Director
General Abhishek Singh ahead of a parliamentary standing panel
meeting held to review the NEET leak probe, in Delhi on Friday. ani

learn...,” Justice Narasimhasaid.
The judge said “the problem
withmostofourinstitutionsisad
hocism. So much so you will
have thebest of the officers work-
ing and everybody will depend
on that. It is a phenomenon
everywhere in our country...”
Stating that “we will keep
monitoring this for some time”,
Justice Narasimhasaid, there is
something called “institutional
memory. It’s not the individual
whohasthe capability;it'sthein-
stitution which should have the
capability. That’swhat you need
toprepare, irrespective of people
coming, irrespective of people
going... There must be some-
thing to evolve over the existing
practices.” Thebench alsointer-
acted with former ISRO chair-
man K Radhakrishnan, who is
the head ofthe Monitoring Com-
mittee set up by the SC in 2024
to recommend measures to
strengthen the NEET exams.
“Youwere also part of the expert
committee... How much moni-
toring has happened about the
implementation? Have you
been holding regular meetings,”
Justice Narasimha asked.

Radhakrishnan answered in
the affirmative following which
thejudge asked, “Then howdid
this failure occur...?” Justice Na-
rasimha said: “Despite your
monitoring on the basis of the
high-powered committee’s rec-
ommendation, if this incident
(NEET paper leak) has hap-
pened, then there is something
wrong with the original recom-
mendation (or) there would not
have been effective monitoring,
How hasit happened?”

Radhakrishnan said the
high-level panel of experts had
given 60 recommendations for
2025 and 2026 exams, and 35
for the long-term. He said most
of the recommendations had
been implemented while a few
were in the process of beingim-
plemented. He said in 2025, the
NEET-UG was conducted al-
most satisfactorily but for
power failures at some centres.
Radhakrishnansaid it had also
recommended steps “to
strengthen NTA which was
really outstretched (itself) to
conductall the testsassigned to
it. Thishas happened recently.”

The court asked: “What was

ituation

that which was not in the con-
templation of the HPC that led
to this?” Radhakrishnan said
the “Committee contemplated
all possible problems. The
question was really the ques-
tion paper preparation”. “There
are certain protocols, certain
practicestobe followed... Many
areimplemented. A few are yet
tobedone,” he said while assur-
ing the court that “at the mo-
ment, these are being taken
care of ” and “for the re-Neet
thatis goingtobe held on June
21, these are going to be taken
careof”. “Our targetistoseethe
reformsimplemented,” he said.

Justice Narasimha said what
hashappened is “traumatic” for
lakhs of students who spent
years preparing for NEET. “We
shouldn’tdisappoint our young-
sters, it’s very traumatising so
much investment of emotions
andtime...It'sthe mostsensitive
thing.” Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Centre,
said, “Weare dealing with youth
and the government is seriously
concerned about the concerns of
theyouth.” He said Radhakrish-
nan “did not very advisedly say
certain thingsbecause the inves-
tigation is on”. Also, some new
mechanisms have been putin
place forthe June 21 exams. “Not
divulging but it is monitored at
the highest possible executive
level.” Mehta said, adding, “the
Hon’ble Prime Minister is per-
sonally supervising it”.

Mehta said there are also
certain new things which were
found by the panel. “They have
identified the areas and sug-
gested measures. Some of the
measures are in the process of
beingimplemented for the test
whichisscheduled onJune21.”

SCstresses accountability,gove Fromnow on, Alwilldo 85%

translation of NEET papers,
testing agency tells top court

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, May 29

DAYS AFTER the CBI found
thatanarrested NEET-UG 2026
subject expert had not only
helped set the leaked May 3
question paper but had also
translated portions of it, the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)
told the Supreme Court thatin
future, it would use “Al-based
tools” for “at least 85% of the
translation work in order to
minimise human interven-
tion...and lower the probability
of any security compromise”.
Initsaffidavit filed before the
Supreme Court ahead of Friday’s
hearing on pleas seeking the re-
structuring or replacement of
the NTA, the agency outlined a
sweeping overhaul of examin-
ation security, administration,
and technology going forward,
even asit defended its handling
ofthe cancelled NEET-UG 2026.
The proposal on the use of Al
in translation — which is one of
several stepslisted by NTAinthe
affidavit as part of its “way for-
ward” — is significant because
the CBI probe intothe paper leak
has found that one of the ar-
rested subject experts, Manisha
Gurunath Mandhare, was in-
volved in setting questions and
translating the paper. Mand-
hare, a Biology expert from
Pune’s Modern College of Arts, is
learnt to have translated ques-
tionsin both the Botany and Zo-
ology sections, which gave her
access to a wider portion of the
paper than previously known.
Another arrested expert, re-
tired Chemistry lecturer PV
Kulkarni of Dayanand Junior

6 workers die in under-construction bridge

collapseinU

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, May 29

SIXWORKERS were crushed to
death after a concrete slab from
an under-construction bridge
over Betwa River in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Hamirpur collapsed
early Friday, after a storm that
lashed the district. An investi-
gation hasbeen ordered and an
assistant engineer suspended,
officials said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath took cog-
nisance of the tragedy and or-
dered compensation of Rs 5
lakh for the next of kin of the
deceased, and Rs 50,000 aid for
the injured. The incident oc-
curred around 3 am between
Parsani and Kandaur villages.
The deceased were identified
as Lokendra (22), Kuldeep Ni-
shad (19), Sawant Yadav (28)
and Sabhajeet (30) from Banda,
and Pushpendra Singh Chau-
han (34) and Rajesh Pal (42)
from Hamirpur, police said.

After rescue operations, po-
lice said three men were pulled
out alive from under the debris.
“During preliminary inquiry;, it
was found that the victims were
working when one of the slabs
collapsed on them,” said Ha-
mirpur Additional Superin-
tendent of Police Arvind

P, asst engineer susp
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The site of Hamirpur bridge collapse on Friday. pri

Kumar Verma.

Officials said the IMD and
the district administration
Thursday evening issued
warnings regarding strong
winds, storms and rain. Early
Friday, as per the MeT depart-
ment, strong winds reaching
100 kmph, heavy rain and
thunderstorms impacted 20
districts, including Lucknow,
Varanasi and Prayagraj.

The 800-metre-long bridge
has been under construction
since 2024 and is intended to
connect Mora Kandar and Kan-
daur villages in Kurara block of
Hamirpur district. It was being
built by a private contractor en-
gaged by the Uttar Pradesh State

Bridge Corporation. Mithlesh
Kumar, Joint Managing Director
(Civil) of the Corporation, said
Assistant Engineer Gajendra
Chaudhary hasbeen suspended
and a departmental inquiry or-
dered against Deputy Project
Manager Dileep Kumar, posted
in Hamirpur, over the incident.
He said the department has
also constituted a three-
member committee to probe
the collapse: “The committee
hasbeen tasked with examining
the circumstances surrounding
the incident and determining
the cause of the collapse.”
Officials said roughly 60% of
the bridge had been completed
atthetime ofthe accident. Sup-

ended

porting pillars had already been
erected and five concrete slabs
had been placed. Followingthe
incident, police officers, fire-
fightersand districtadministra-
tion officials rushed to the site
and immediatelylaunched res-
cue operations amid difficult
weather conditions.

Teams from the State Dis-
aster Response Force (SDRF)
later joined the operation,
bringing heavy equipment and
rescue personnel to helpsearch
through the debris. Inaposton
X, the CM said instructions
were issued to the district ad-
ministration to swiftly carry out
relief and rescue operations in
coordination with the SDRF.
Hewrote: “Theloss oflivesin a
tragic accident on the Betwa
Riverin Hamirpur districtis ex-
tremely heartbreaking and
heart-rending. My condolences
are with the bereaved families...
Iprayto Lord ShriRamthat the
departed souls attain a place at
His divine feet and the injured
recover swiftly.”

Hamirpur Sadar MLA said
that the collapse had raised
serious questions and asserted
that strict action would be
taken against those found re-
sponsible after completion of
the investigation.

WITHPTIINPUTS

The expert panel
has recommended
transition of
NEET-UG frompen &
papertocomputer
fromnextyear, with
multi-session and
multi-stagetesting,
the NTA told court

College in Latur, allegedly trans-
lated the paper into Marathi.
The affidavit statesthe “Ran-
domization & Rotation Policy” is
being “further institutionalised
forengagement of paper setters,
moderators, vetters, translators,
proof-readers, etc”, and “back-
ground checks/antecedent
verification of such function-
ariesaswell as of the officialsin-
volved in high-stakes exams of
NTAshall...berigorously under-
taken”. The NTA presented ade-
tailed account of reformsimple-
mented under the supervision
of the High-Powered Steering
Committee (HPSC) headed by
former ISRO chairman K Rad-
hakrishnan. The HPSC was con-
stituted by the Ministry of Edu-
cation in November 2024 aftera
High-Level Committee of Ex-
pertssubmitted 101 recommen-
dations on exam reforms. Ac-
cording to the affidavit, the
HPSC continuesto functionand
monitor the implementation of
those recommendations. The
NTA affidavit submitted that
less than three weeks before
NEET-UG 2026, the HPSC had
reviewed preparations, and sug-
gested an “elaborate set of pre-

examination, during-examin-
ationand post-exam measures”.

Despite a “full security pro-
tocol” having been followed for
the exam, on May 7, the agency
received inputs alleging mal-
practice, the affidavit said. The
exam was subsequently can-
celled and the matter referred to
the CBI. There-examon June 21
would be held under a “further
strengthened SOP frameworKk,
with multi-layer authentication,
surveillance and inter-agency
coordination”, the NTA told the
court. The affidavit noted that
“only NEET(UG) 2026 was con-
ducted in Pen & Paper (PPT)
mode”, while “all other major
NTA examsare already in Com-
puter Based Test (CBT) mode.

Thiswill change: The expert
committee has “specifically
recommended transition of
NEET(UG) from PPT to CBT
mode, along with the introduc-
tion of multi-session and multi-
stage testing”, the NTA in-
formed the court.

“The transition will be im-
plemented from the next exam-
ination cycle in consultation
with the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare”, it said. The
NTA told the court it plans to
develop “at least 1,000 Secure
Testing Centresinreputed Gov-
ernment institutions”, adopt
“cloud-based infrastructure/Al-
ML /blockchain”, and develop
“international cooperation and
collaboration”. Surplus funds
available with NTA were being
deployed to strengthen exam
security through “advanced cy-
bersecurity systems and next-
generation firewalls”, among
others, the agency said.

Driver from Bengal
killed, copinjured in
Manipur truck attack

Jimmy Leivon
& Sukrita Baruah
Imphal, Guwahati, May 29

A TRUCK driver from West
Bengal was Killed and a police
constable was injured when a
convoy of goods trucks moving
with security cover on the Im-
phal-Ukhrul road was attacked
by “unknown armed mis-
creants” on Friday.

The attack was carried out
around 10 am along National
Highway-202 between Lein-
gangchingand TSKasominan
areaunder Litan Police Station
in Ukhrul district.

The convoy was heading
towards the Ukhrul district
headquarters. The driver was
identified as Nitish Kumar, 57,
from West Bengal’s Hooghly
district. The injured police con-
stable was 35-year-old Disin-
gam Maringmei from Imphal
West district.

According to an official in
Ukhrul, a set of trucks carrying
goodssuch asrice and fuel had
been stranded inImphal East’s
Yaingangpokpi for the last
couple of days because of the
enforcement of a blockade by
Kuki groups preventing their

onward movement amid
heightened tensions in Ma-
nipur’s hill areas between the
Naga and Kuki-Zo commu-
nities.

“On Friday, the RAF was
brought in and used teargas to
disperse the crowd. From there,
the trucks moved forward with
security cover from the police
and BSF. However, during this
movement, the convoy was
ambushed,” said the official.

Callingtheincidentan “am-
bush carried on goods vehicle
by unknown armed mis-
creants”, Manipur Chief Min-
ister Yumnam Khemchand
Singh issued a condemnatory
statement.

“Ambushingagoodsvehicle
and taking the life of a driver,
who plays a crucial role in en-
suring the uninterrupted
supply of essential items across
the state, is one of the most cow-
ardly acts and is intended to
further aggravate the tense situ-
ation prevailinginthearea. The
ambush seemed to be carried
out by vested interest groups
with ill motives to derail the in-
itiatives of the state government
to restore peace and normalcy
inthe state,” the CM said.

On SC Collegium list, awoman advocate, judges who probed Justice Varma cash row

Apurva Vishwanath, Sohini
Ghosh & Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, New Delhi, May 29

SENIOR ADVOCATE V Mo-
hana became only the second
woman to be recommended by
the Collegium for direct elev-
ation from the Bar to the Su-
preme Court, after Justice Indu
Malhotra. Should Mohanajoin
Justice Malhotra on the Bench,
she would be the 12th woman
to become a Supreme Court
judge in its 76-year history.

Chennai-born Mohana has
practised for nearly four decades
in the Supreme Court, building
a reputation as a lawyer who
took on constitutional, civil and
criminal matters and served as
amicus curiae in several signifi-
cant cases. Among her most
noted appearances wastheland-
mark litigation on permanent
commission for women officers
in the Indian Army.

If appointed, she will share

the Bench with a classmate
from Coimbatore Law College,
Justice KV Viswanathan, also
appointed directly from the
Bar. They were part of the first
batch of the five-year law
course from 1983 to 1988.
Mohana may have a five-
year tenure as Supreme Court
judge, till June 2031. The Su-
preme Court has only one
woman judge currently, Justice
B V Nagarathna, who is in line
tobecome the first woman CJI.
The other women judges who
have had a tenure of over five
years in the SC are Justices
Ruma Pal and R Banumathi.

Justice Sachdeva

Currently the Chief Justice
of Madhya Pradesh High
Court, Justice Sanjeev Sach-
deva’s parent HC is Delhi.

Justice Sachdeva, 62, en-
rolled with the Bar Council of
Delhi in 1988, and has practised
in district courts, the Delhi HC

e

(L-R) V Mohana, Chief Justices Sanjeev Sachdeva, Arun Palli, Shree Chandrashekhar and Sheel Nagu

and the Supreme Court. He was
standing counsel for the Bar
Council of India and senior
panel counsel for the Union of
India for over a decade, before
being designated aSenior Advo-
catebythe Delhi HCin July 2011.
In 2013, Justice Sachdeva
was elevated as an Additional
Judge of the Delhi HC. Trans-
ferred to the Madhya Pradesh
HC in 2024, he was appointed
its Chief Justice in July 2025.
In April this year, Justice
Sachdeva initiated suo motu
contempt proceedings againsta
BJP MLA and mining baron for

allegedly attempting to contact
asitting judge in a mining case.
He also ordered the removal of
102 web links “misusing” live-
streamed court proceedings.

If appointed, Justice Sach-
devawould have atenure of over
three-and-a-halfyearsintheSC,
retiring in December 2029.

Justice Arun Palli

Heisthe Chief Justice of the
J&Kand Ladakh HC; his parent
HCis Punjab and Haryana. His
elevation to the SCwould bring
Punjab and Haryana’s repre-
sentation in the SC to three, in-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

cluding CJISurya Kantand Jus-
tice Augustine George Masih.
Justice Palli, 62, is a fourth-
generation lawyer who began
his practice at the Punjab and
Haryana HC in 1988. He served
as Additional Advocate General
for Punjab from September
2004 to March 2007, before
being designated as Senior Ad-
vocate in 2007. He was elevated
asajudge of the Punjaband Ha-
ryanaHCin December2013and
took charge as Chief Justice of
the J&K and Ladakh HCin2025.
In December 2025, he dis-
missed a PIL by PDP president

Mehbooba Mufti seeking repat-
riation of undertrial prisoners
from jails outside J&K, record-
ing that the petition appeared
to be “for the explicit purpose of
garnering political advantage”.
If appointed, Justice Palli
will serve 3years and 4 months,
retiring in September 2029.

Justice Shree
Chandrashekhar

Justice Chandrashekhar,
whose parent HC is Jharkhand,
is the Chief Justice of the Bom-
bay HC. He was part of the three-
member committee constituted
by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
toprobe allegations of cash seiz-
ureagainst Allahabad HCjudge
Justice Yashwant Varma.

If appointed, Justice Chan-
drashekhar would become the
first SCjudge from Jharkhand.

Ranchi-born Justice Chan-
drashekhar, 61, did his LLB
from the Campus Law Centre,
University of Delhi, in1993, and

Kolkata

enrolled as an advocate in De-
cember that year. He practised
civil and criminal matters for
nearly 19 years, appearing for
both the government and pri-
vate entities. Hebecame an Ad-
ditional Judge of the Jharkhand
HC in 2013, was confirmed as a
Permanent Judge in June 2014,
and served as Acting Chief Jus-
tice of the Jharkhand HCin De-
cember 2023.

He was transferred to the
Bombay HC in July 2025 and
sworn in as its 49th Chief Jus-
ticeon September 5. His Bench
upheld the 2018 verdict acquit-
tingall 22 accused in the Sohra-
buddin Sheikh encounter case
and quashed charges against
the last four accused in Mal-
egaon blasts case. His Bench
also set aside MMRDA penalty
notices related to BKC plots, or-
dering refunds of over Rs 700
crore to entities, including Re-
liance Industries. It also allowed
the felling of 45,675 mangroves

for the proposed Versova-Bhay-
andar coastal road project.

If appointed, Justice Chan-
drashekhar will serve 3 years
and 11 months as an SC judge,
retiring in May 2030.

Justice Sheel Nagu

Heisthe Chief Justice of the
Punjab and Haryana HC, with
the Madhya Pradesh HC his par-
ent court. Hewasalso part of the
panel that investigated the alle-
gations against Justice Varma.

Justice Nagu, 61, enrolled as
an advocate in 1987 and prac-
tised on the civil and constitu-
tional sides at the Madhya Pra-
desh HC. Hewaselevated asan
Additional Judge of the HC in
May 2011 and confirmed as a
permanent judge in May 2013.
He was sworn in as the 36th
Chief Justice of the Punjaband
Haryana HC on July 9, 2024.

If appointed, Justice Nagu
will serve 3 years 7 months in
the SC, retiring in January 2030.
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Going Natural

UNION MINISTER Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Friday
announced that the Agricul-
ture Ministry willlauncha
month-long campaign —
‘Khet Bachao Abhiyan’—
from June1to promotebal-
anced use of fertilisers and
encourage natural farming
practices among farmers
acrossthe country. The an-
nouncement was made on
the concludingday of the
two-day National Kharif
Conference, attended by
agriculture ministers from
20 states. Gujarat Governor
AcharyaDevvrat,whois
known for practisingand
advocating natural farming,
gave a presentation on ferti-
lisers and natural farming at
the conference — perhaps
the firstoccasion when a
state Governor participated
inthe programme.

Austerity Mode

THE KRISHI Bhawan, which
houses offices of several
ministries such as Agricul-
ture, Food, Rural Develop-
ment, Fisheries & Animal
Husbandry and Panchayati
Raj, has switched to energy-
saving mode following PM
Narendra Modi’s appeal to
reduce fuel consumption
and conserve energy. The
Ministry of Agriculture, itis
learnt, has directed its offi-
cials to switch off unnecess-
ary lights and reduce exces-
sive use of air conditioners
during office hours. Some of
the senior officials are lead-
ingby example, using only
one tubelight/bulbin their
rooms and limiting the use
of cooling systems tojust
oneAC.

ABVP endorses
CBSE'smoveon
3-language policy

New Delhi: The ABVP has
thrown its weight behind the
CBSE's decision to make three
languages, including at least
“two native Indian languages”,
compulsory for Class 9 students
from July 1, with its national
general secretary Virendra
Singh Solanki stating that the
opposition tothe movewasare-
sult of a “subverted mindset”.

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyar-
thi Parishad (ABVP) began its
three-day national executive
council meeting in Bhubanes-
war on Friday by endorsing the
CBSE’s move. ENS

Opposition calls it ‘divisive’ talk

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, May 29

THE ASSAM Assembly elec-
tions threw up a House that has
never been as starkly disparate
along communal lines as now.
The effect is showing — in de-
bates, in the language used by
the ruling BJP, and in the choices
made by the Opposition
Congress.

Ofthe 126 seatsinthe Assem-
bly, the NDA holds 102, includ-
ing the BJP’s 82, and 10 each of
itsallies AGP and BPF (Bodoland
People’s Front). All the seats
NDA MLAswon were where eth-
nic Assamese, Hindu and tribal
votersform the bulk of the popu-
lation. The Opposition holds
only 24 seats — 19 won by the
Congress, 2 by the Raijor Dal, 2
by the AIUDF and 1by the Trina-
mool Congress. Only two of
them are Hindu MLAs, Joy Pra-
kash Das of the Congress and
Akhil Gogoi of the Raijor. The
rest are Muslim leaders, who
won from seats where minority
voters are dominant.

True to his word, Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma, who
often targets Bengali-origin
Muslims in Assam, brought the
Bill to introduce the Uniform

Buzz around new Karnataka Cabinet

Civil Code (UCC)inthe veryfirst
Session of the new Assembly.
Any pushback from the Opposi-
tion, which does not have the
numbersto even try stalling the
Bill, was projected by the BJP
and Sarma as proof of wherethe
Opposition’s loyalties lay.

Whenitwashisturntospeak
ontheBillatthe tailend of afive-
hour debate in which over 30
MLASs participated, the CM said
the Opposition was “not repre-
sentative” of popular opinion.

“The composition of the As-
sembly itself proves that the
Congress does not represent
Assam in the totality of its com-
munities and religions today. It
only represents a particular re-
ligious community... And if you
look at their opposition to the
UCC, youwill see that they have
only opposed it from the lens of
a particular community. They
have not opposed it from the
perspective of Hindu people,
Christian people or tribal
people.”

Sarma added: “Today, we
are seeing in the Assembly a
secular party like the Congress,
which 150 years ago spoke
about equal rights and duties,
representing a particular relig-
ious community only. They

MLASs during the first session of
the 16th Assam Assembly. ani

spoke about the Quran and
Shariat but not once did the
Bhagwad Gita, Ramayan and
Mahabharat leave their
mouths.”

Multiple Opposition MLAs
argued during the debate that
existing laws make the UCC re-
dundant. “There are already
strong laws in the country
against child marriage and for
women’s rights. The Prohib-
ition of Child Marriage Actisin
place across the country and
the Assam government itself
has arrested thousands of
people on the basis of this... tri-

ple talag has been made a pun-
ishable offence. For polygamy,
the Assam Assembly passed an
Actlastyear... When these laws
are in place, what can be the
political motive of bringingina
UCC?” said Congress Legisla-
ture Party (CLP) leader Wazed
Ali Choudhury.

The Opposition also de-
manded public consultation,
with leaders of different re-
ligions and communities, be-
fore introducing the UCC, and
raised concerns aboutinfringe-
ment of personal liberty with
the regulations on live-in rela-
tionship. Some MLAS pointed
to Articles 25 and 26 of the Con-
stitution, and said the freedom
of religion and to manage relig-
ious affairs protected the prac-
tice of personal law.

Choudhury said: “The at-
tempttoimpose one set of rules
in a multi-religious and multi-
cultural society like ours goes
against the core values of the
Constitution... Personal laws
haven’t come up overnight,
they have been developed and
established over ages.”

The Trinamool Congress's
Sherman Ali Ahmed opposed
certain sections of the UCC Bill
as “violating the Quran”, ad-
ding: “The Quran should notbe
violated, that is guaranteed
under Articles 25 and 26. A sec-
tion violates the Quran by dic-

as Siddaramaiah and son meet Rahul

Shivakumar also meets Congress
high command; new CLP leader today

ManojCG
New Delhi, May 29

WITH SIDDARAMAIAH having
stepped down as Chief Minister
of Karnataka to pave the way for
the smooth elevation of D K Shi-
vakumar, the focus on Friday
shifted to the second part of the
well-choreographed transition
inthesouthernstate - formation
of the new Cabinet. Both Sidda-
ramiah and Shivakumar werein
Delhibut madeitapointtomeet
the Congress leadership separ-
ately with their wishlists.

They did, however, have
lunch togetherto painta picture
of unity.

Siddaramaiah met Leader of
the Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi and later Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge along with his son Yat-
hindra, an MLC. He introduced
Yathindra to Rahul. The signals
were clear. He also met AICC
general secretary (organisation)
K CVenugopal. Siddaramaiah s
said to be seeking a berth for his
son and loyalists in the new
Cabinet, including the post of
Deputy Chief Minister.

Top sources in the party said

the party high command does
nothaveaproblemininducting
Yathindra in the Cabinet.

Siddaramaiah has already
declined aRajyaSabhanomina-
tion offered by the party leader-
ship. He also said that he wants
to remain in Karnataka and is
notkeen onacentral role, which
the party high command had
suggested to him.

A meeting of the Congress
legislature party will be held in
Bengaluruon Saturdaytoelecta
new leader. Venugopal and
AICCgeneral secretaryin charge
of the state Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala will oversee the exercise.

The Congress high com-
mand heaved asigh of relief after
Siddaramaiah met the top
leadership and thanked them
for having given him the oppor-
tunity to lead the state for eight
years. That he brought his son
along signalled that the transi-
tion would be smooth and
trouble free. “Itwasa very pleas-
ant meeting. They discussed
multiple political issues,” said
Surjewala after Siddaramaiah’s
meeting with Gandhi. Asked if
the transition will be smooth in
Karnataka, he said, “Absolutely.

Congress leader Siddaramaiah with Karnataka Deputy CM
DK Shivakumar, state Minister KJ George, and MLC Yathindra
Siddaramaiah in New Delhi on Friday. pri

Thereisnohurdlein the smooth
tradition of power in the state.”
The leadership, too, praised
Siddaramaiah. “His public life
has consistently reflected dig-
nity, compassion and a deep
commitment to social justice.
From humble beginnings to
serving Karnataka twice as Chief
Minister, he remained steadfast
in his commitment to equality,
harmony and the welfare of the
marginalised. Karnataka and
the Congressremain grateful for
his contributions to public life.
Wishing him good health and
the very best in his continued
service to people,” Kharge said
Noting that he has been a
hugely dominant figure in Kar-
nataka's politics for over four

decades, Congress communica-
tion head Jairam Ramesh said,
“The dignity with which he has
been participating in the transi-
tionof power in the state hasen-
hanced his stature immeasur-
ably. He will be fondly
remembered ashebeginsanew
innings in his publiclife.”

After Siddaramaiah, Shiva-
kumar met Gandhi and Kharge
and then had a discussion with
Venugopal. The focus of the dis-
cussions revolved around Cabi-
net formation. Shivakumar is
said to be not keen on having
Deputy Chief Ministers but
sources in the Congress said the
party will have to balance caste,
regional and  factional
equations.

“‘Congrepresents one community’

tatingwhom Imarry...” Ahmed
also opposed the stipulations
regarding divorce.

The Congress’s choice of
Choudhury as CLP chiefreflects
strategic balancing by the party
too given the House composi-
tion. For Deputy CLP, the party
picked itssole Hindu MLA, Joy
Prakash Das.

With all its biggest leaders
having lost in the Assembly
elections, including Congress
Assam president Gaurav Gogoi
and Leader of the Opposition
DebebrataSaikia, Choudhuryis
the party’s senior-most state
legislator now. A five-time
MLA, he currently represents
the Birsing Jarua constituency.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Das said Sarma’s state-
ments about the Opposition in
the Assembly were “an attempt
tobuild on a narrative”.

“It is true that they (the
NDA) got 102 MLAs, and we got
19. But if an MLA wins, it does
not mean that all sections of the
peoplein that seat are with him.
There are seatsin Upper Assam,
like Duliajan and Bihpuria,
where we lost by small mar-
gins... Now Sarma is trying to
divide Assam in the Assembly
itself. His work is to divide
people,” Dassaid. Another Con-
gress leader admitted the stat-
isticsin the Assembly were “not
favourable” for the party.

Stormy scenes
at Cong strategy
meeting for

Punjab elections

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, May 29

A MEETING of the Congress'
central leadership with its Pun-
jabunitahead of2027 Assembly
elections saw stormy scenes
with verbal duels, charges and
counter charges taking place.

The meeting was convened
at the residence of Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
where former party chief Rahul
Gandhi and AICC general secre-
tary KC Venugopal were present.

The results oflocal body polls
gave ammunition to former CM
Charanjit Singh Channi whose
strongholds Chamkaur Sahib
and Morinda saw the Congress
emerging victorious. The party,
though, suffered a drubbing in
Gidderbaha, considered a bas-
tion of state chief Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring.

Itislearnt that Channi raised
the question of poor perform-
ance in Gidderbaha. Warring is
learntto haveraised the absence
of Channi from Punjab for a pro-
longed period. It is also learnt
that Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa left the meeting
midway. Congress general sec-
retary in charge of Punjab, Bhu-
pesh Baghel, meanwhile, told re-
porters, “We have to move
forward unitedly in Punjab...”

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, May 29

NEXT MONTH, when 23 MPs
join the Rajya Sabha, one of
them could be former Manipur
CM N Biren Singh. Sources in
the BJP said Singh’s name was
being seriously considered by
the central leadership and he
could be the one candidate
coming from Manipur.

Of the 23 seats falling vacant
inJuneinthe Upper House, four
each are from Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Gujarat, three
each from Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, and one each from
Meghalaya, Manipur, Jhark-
hand, and Arunachal Pradesh.

“We have heard about it. But
the central leadership has not
yet directly communicated any
such thing to him,” a source
close to Singh told The Indian
Express.

ABJPleaderin Delhitoocon-
firmed developments around
sucha possibility. “Itisbeing dis-
cussed, but the final call will be
takenbythetopleadership,”’ the
leader said. Sources said there
was a need to placate an un-
seated CM and keep two party
heavyweights in Manipur in-
vested in separate geographiclo-
cations as far as possible.

Afteralmosttwoyearsofeth-
nic conflict in Manipur, Singh
had to resign as the CM on Feb-
ruary9,2025. The statewasthen
put under President’s Rule. A
year later, much to the chagrin
of the former CM, his rival Y
Khemchand Singh was made
the CM. Sources said both at the
time of hisresignation and when
the BJP centralleadership chose
Khemchand that Biren Singh
had been promised that Delhi
would take care of him and his
political career would not be

After almost two years of ethnic
conflict in Manipur, Singh had to
resignas CMin February 2025.

jeopardised.

The party gave him due im-
portance even when there was
President’sRulein the state, with
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah regularly engaging with
himonissuesrelated tothestate.
When the announcement of
Khemchand becoming the CM
was to be made, Shah chose
Singh todothe honours, sources
said. “Hehad evenbeen asked to
give two names for the post of
Chief Minister before the central
leadership took a call on Y
Khemchand Singh. Although
his candidates were notselected,
his key aides in the party were
accommodated in the Khem-
chand cabinet,” said aBJPleader
from the state.

However, the party is also
aware of the pitfalls of having
two political heavyweightsin the
state, especially when they are
not known to be on great terms.
When Biren Singh as CM was
facing rebellion within the party
through 2024-25, Khemchand’s
was the most prominent voice.

In November 2024, Khem-
chand Singh openly criticised
Biren Singh for refusing toresign
amid thelaw and order crisisand
unrest in the state. “I asked him
to resign a couple of times, but
he is not putting down his
papers,” he said.

Delhi HC declines to order
unblocking of Cockroach
Janta Party’s X account

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, May 29

WHILE DECLINING toimmedi-
ately order unblocking of the X
account of Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), the Delhi High Court
orally remarked that the “entire
activity” appears offending and
the court has to “draw a distinc-
tion between a particular tweet
and the entire account.”

Italsorelegated CJPfounder,
Abhijeet Dipke, toareview com-
mittee tochallenge the blocking
order passed against the account
in India.

Dipke had moved court chal-
lengingtheblocking ofthe CJP’s
Xhandle, which waswithheld in
India on May 21 after adirection
from the Centre following inputs
that raised “national security
concerns’. The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY) asked X to with-
hold the account under Section
69(A) of the IT Act, 2000.

While senior advocate Akhil
Sibal, appearing for Dipke, in-
sisted that the court pass direc-
tionstounblocktheaccountand
can furtherdirecttokeep alleged
objectionable tweets blocked,
Justice PurushaindraKaurav re-
fused. He orally remarked, “Nor-
mally, we pass interim or final
orders after hearing the other
side...”

Sibal pointed out thatin past
cases, the court has ordered for
unblocking of entire accounts
while keeping select posts,
which are purportedly objec-
tionable, blocked.

Justice Kaurav orally re-
marked, “Inthose casesand this
case, there seems to be a slight
difference...In those cases, some
tweets were found to be offend-
ing.Inthiscase,itseemsthatthe
entire activity per se perhaps is
slightly offending. Therefore, we
have to draw a distinction be-
tween aparticular tweet and the
entire account.”

THE SATIRICAL ONLINE PLATFORM REFLECTS THE YOUTH'S DISSATISFACTION WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT, BUT ALSO THE OPPOSITION’S FAILURE TO COME ACROSS AS AN ALTERNATIVE

Cockroach Janta Party can’t be swatted away: Why parties must heed Gen Z discontent

ff-":jé‘*]f THE
e NEERJA
\,"“=/ CHOWDHURY

WEEKLY INSIGHT INTO WHAT'S CHANGING
IN NATIONAL POLITICS - AND WHY

WHEN AN indignant Dilli-
walla, whose family was associ-
ated with the freedom struggle,
told me he would never vote for
anoutfit that called itself Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP), hewas
summingup the dilemmaofan
older India compelled to adjust
to a rapidly changing younger
India, with all thatitbrought in
its wake.

Here was a thinking indi-
vidual who followed politics, a
successful entrepreneur who
had just crossed 60, inclined
against the BJPfor the very rea-
sons outlined in the CJP’s
“manifesto” but unwilling to
support it. In a week, the CJP
became a sensation with over
20 million followers on Insta-
gram, overtaking the following
the BJP and the Congress had
built over several years. This

made even the international
media sit up and take note. This
could be just another social
media flash in the political pan,
butit's worth reflecting on why
it struck a chord.

Just earlier this month,
actor C Joseph Vijay came to
power in Tamil Nadu, sweep-
ing aside an entrenched party
like the DMK, with the Opposi-
tion AIADMK also failing to
emerge as the alternative. All
thanks to Gen Z and an even
younger Gen Alpha, 12 to 16-
year-olds who influenced the
voting choice of adults in their
home.

“My teenage granddaughter
compelled my wife to vote for
Vijay,“ said the editor of a daily
in Tamil Nadu. “And in home
after home in Tamil Nadu,
children prevailed on their par-
ents and grandparents to vote
for Vijay and remember, many
of them will be first-time voters
five years down the line.”

Elections are increasingly
being influenced, in small or
big measure, by social media.
That is why a rapper, Balendra
Shah, is Nepal’s Prime Minister
today. That is also one reason

why Sheikh Hasina, whose
father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
created Bangladesh, was
ousted from power and is in
exilein India.

What CJP stands for

Indiais a large and diverse
country and itis noteasy to pull
off a Nepal or a Bangladesh
here. But it will be a mistake to
dismiss the CJP as a foreign
conspiracy. This is not to say
that the government of the day
should not be vigilant about the
possibility of forces that may
try to use or fuel such a phe-
nomenon, particularly when
the global reordering of power
blocs is taking place.

The CJP highlights dissatis-
faction with the establishment,
and this is also reflected in its
manifesto and anthem. That it
should come soon after the
BJP’s impressive victory in
West Bengal, unseating aleader
such as Mamata Banerjee, is a
reminder that the ruling party
has to go beyond making mad-
rasa
studentsin the state sing Vande
Mataram.

More importantly, the on-

Councillors carrying posters of cockroach during a protest over the
NEET controversy during the House meeting of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi earlier this week. PRAVEEN KHANNA

line phenomenon highlights
the failure of the Opposition
parties to come across as alter-
natives for Gen Z. Those who
flocked to an unknown, face-
less Boston-based Abhijeet
Dipke did not gravitate to the
handles of the Congress, the
AAP, the TMC, or the RJD.
These parties too flagged
the NEET-UG paper leak and
called for Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han’s resignation. They also
took exception to Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant’s com-

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

ments in which he used the
word “cockroach”. The CJIlater
clarified, “What I had specifi-
cally criticised were those who
have entered professions like
the Bar (legal profession) with
the aid of fake and bogus de-
grees. Similar persons have
sneaked into the media, social
media, and other noble profes-
sions as well, and hence, they
are like parasites. It is totally
baseless to suggest that I criti-
cised the youth of our nation.”
Thereis a fatigue with exist-
ing political parties and their

ways of functioning; there is
boredom with the language
theyuse, and adeep dissatisfac-
tion with their inability, and
lack of desire, to address the
challenges that confront the
youth today.

It is early days yet to know
whether the Cockroach Janta
Party will convert itself into a
movement on the ground or
register itself as a party and
contest elections as the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) did.

Though Dipke says 94% of
the CJP’s followers are Indians,
Instagram does not provide any
breakdown by nationality. It
would be difficult to say how
many of the self-proclaimed
“cockroaches” are mere specta-
tors or entertainment-seekers
and how many seriously seek
change. Had the word cock-
roach not been used to describe
the new party, would it have
provoked as big a reaction as it
did?

Social media thrives on the
sensational, the dramatic, and
the irreverent. It has little time
for nuanced opinions, which s
also an integral part of political
functioning. Having said that,

Kolkata

the CJP has moved so far with
finesse, using satire and hu-
mour — a deadly weapon — to
lampoon without personalising
the attack. It hasalsoraised five
demands, including calls for
ensuring judicial indepen-
dence and ensuring S0% reser-
vation for women in Parlia-
ment.

Dipke, who says he first con-
ceived of the idea of the satirical
online platform on May 16, has
faced casteist attacks and was
trolled when herevealed, inre-
sponse to a question on reser-
vation, that he was a Dalit. That,
he said, should say it all.

There have been signs of
growing disaffection among
the upper caste, the middle
class, and the urban youth
about narrowing economic op-
portunities amid the OBC-isa-
tion of the polity and the cross-
party agreement on a caste
census, which is expected to
help the OBCs. This angst came
to the fore again with the 2026
UGC norms on the promotion
of equity, which were brought
to prevent discrimination
against OBCs and Dalits. For
the moment, the Supreme

Court has stayed these guide-
lines. The caste composition of
the CJP’s followers is not
known, but it will have a bear-
ing on the future strategy of
Dipke and his team.

Much will also depend on
how the BJP, good at directing
a discourse, handles the situ-
ation. Will it take further steps
to putdown this online upsurge
as it did initially by getting
CJP’s “X” handle suspended?
Orwillit, in the words of Shashi
Tharoor, allow the pressure
cooker tolet off steam and take
steps that defuse the situation?

Cana “party” formed online
influence voter choices? It may
be a new way of creating a
political narrative without even
forming a formal political or-
ganisation. Therein may lie the
import of the Cockroach Janta
Party. Established political
parties will have to come to
terms with these new realities.
So will the rest of us.

(Neerja Chowdhury, Contribu-
ting Editor, The Indian Express, has
covered the last 11 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. She is the author of How Prime
Ministers Decide.)
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Hold polls outside
peak season:
Tourismindustry

writesto GoaCM

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, May 29

THE TOURISM industry
stakeholders in Goa have
written to the chief minister re-
questing that the assembly
elections in the coastal state be
scheduled ideally at the end of
February next yeatr, “outside
the peak tourist months”, ar-
guing that elections in De-
cember would disrupt the
“economiclifeline” of tourism
and hurt Goa’s status as a pre-
mier global destination.

In a letter to CM Pramod
Sawant, the Travel and Tour-
ism Association of Goa (TTAG)
said the scheduling of elec-
tions during peak tourist sea-
son is a matter of grave con-
cern, and the grapevine
suggests they will be held in
December. The assembly polls
in Goa are expected to be held
early 2026.

Jack Sukhija, president,
TTAGsaid: “... Asyou are aware,
December represents the zen-
ith of Goa’s tourism calendar.”

Theassociation said itis ad-
vocating “for the postpone-
ment or rescheduling of the
election dates...”

Indiaatrusted partner,only AAP stormsinto Punjab
1% of trade deal talks left: Gor

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, May 29

SERGIO GOR, US Ambassador
toIndia, said Friday that Wash-
ington expects that a bilateral
trade deal with India will be
signed in “next few weeks and
months”. He indicated that
only “1 per cent” of the deal was
left to be concluded and Indian
and US negotiators were work-
ingonit.

Describing Secretary of
State Marco Rubio’s recent four-
day visit to India as “substan-
tive”, Gor, speaking at the US-
India TRUST Initiative event at
IIT Delhi, said, “Just last week,
India had sent a team to Wash-
ington DC to finalise the last 1
per cent of that trade deal. Next
week we will welcome a US del-
egation here to continue those
talks.”

“We fully expect that the
trade deal will be signed over
the next few weeks and
months,” he said.

Randhir Jaiswal, spokesper-
son for the Ministry of External
Affairs, made similar remarks
Friday. “We had a trade team
which visited the US in April...
and now we are expecting a

US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor addresses the US-India Trust
Initiative event at lIT Delhi, Friday. pri

team from US tovisit India next
week, where negotiations will
be taken forward. So far, we
have had a positive and con-
structive engagement,” Jaiswal
said.

Earlier, the Commerce Min-
istry had said that a high-level
US trade delegation was sched-
uled to visit from June 1-4 to
iron out the remaining clauses
of the proposed bilateral agree-
ment.

Gor said there was limitless
potential to take forward the
US-Indiarelationship. “Theim-
portance of India is now... not

only economically but strategi-
cally to the world.”

The envoy said the TRUST
(Transforming the Relationship
Utilizing Strategic Techno-
logies) initiative, launched dur-
ing PM Narendra Modi's visit to
Washington earlier this year,
was helping deepen cooper-
ation in critical and emerging
technologies such as Al, semi-
conductors, quantum comput-
ing, biotechnology, energy and
space.

Underlining the exponen-
tial trajectory of the economic
relationship, Gor noted that bi-

lateral trade in goods and ser-
vices had skyrocketed from just
USD 20 billion to over USD 220
billion in the past two decades.
He said the US is focusing on
partnerships with countries it
considers trusted collaborators
in emerging technologies, not-
ing that “India’s one of those
partners”.

He also highlighted India’s
inclusion in the Pax Silica initi-
ative, atechnology and supply-
chain network led by the US.

“Thereason Indiawasinthe
first top10 countries around the
world tojoin thisis that we trust
this place. We trust the people
here, we trust the technology,
we trust your government,” the
Ambassador said. He said India
isjoining “a network of trusted
ecosystems and resilient supply
chains” covering technologies
such as Al, semiconductorsand
quantum computing.

On artificial intelligence
(AI), he said major American
technology companies are in-
creasing investments in India.
He also flagged cooperation in
space, citing the recent launch
of the NASA-ISRO NISAR
mission and India’s participa-
tion in the Axiom-4 mission.

ON AGENDA: DISCUSSIONS WITH PM ON STRENGTHENING TIES, INDUSTRY INTERACTIONS IN MUMBAI

Myanmar President’s India visit starts today

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 29

MYANMAR PRESIDENTUMin
Aung Hlaing is set to begin his
Indiavisit, hisfirst to the country
since hetookover lastmonth, on
Saturday.

He will hold bilateral talks
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday, after visiting
Bodh Gaya in Bihar over the
weekend. He will also travel to
Mumbai on Tuesday.

Hlaing, the former chief of
the military junta government,
was elected President on April 3
through a parliamentary vote —
five years after the elected gov-
ernment was ousted in a coup.

Ministry of External Affairs’
official spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said on Friday that

U Min Aung Hlaing was elected
Myanmar President on April 3
through a parliamentary vote

Hlaing, who was scheduled to
arrive in India to participate in
the International Big Cat Al-
liance Summiton Junel, which
has since been deferred, will
now pay an official visit to the
country from May 30 to June 3.

Hewillbeaccompanied by a
high-level delegation compris-

EXPLAINED

Why Myanmar
matters

INDIASHARES alongland
border with Myanmar as
well as amaritime boundary
inthe Bay of Bengal. Four
northeastern states — Arun-
achal Pradesh, Nagaland,
Manipur and Mizoram —
share aboundary with the
southeast Asian nation. This
makesitimportant for India
toengage with Myanmatr’s
leadership for security and
defence domains, despite
the humanrights concerns
and other challenges there.

ing several Cabinet ministers,
senior officials and business
leaders. “During his visit to New
Delhi, President U Min Aung
Hlaing will hold discussions
with Prime Minister Modi on
June1lon further strengthening
the historical and civilisational
ties between the two countries.
Hewill also participate in a busi-
ness forum,” the MEA spokes-
person said.

“Regarding border security,
connectivity, and other issues,
all matters that form part of the
gamut of relations between
Myanmar and India will come
up for discussion. Our idea is to
take our friendly, civilizational
ties forward,” Jaiswal said.

During his Mumbai visit,
Hlaingwill hold business and in-
dustry interactions besides

site visits.

On strategic objectives be-
hind the visit, the MEA spokes-
person said that “Myanmar lies
at the confluence of India’s
Neighborhood First, Act East
and MAHASAGAR policies. The
official visit of President U Min
AungHlaingto Indiaisexpected
to further strengthen and
deepen the multi-faceted rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries”.

Officials said India shares a
long land border of over 1,643
kms with Myanmar as well as a
maritime boundary. This makes
it important to engage with
Myanmar’sleadership for secur-
ity and defence domains, offi-
cialssaid, despite the challenges
and the human rights concerns
there.

civicbodies; Cong second,
SAD trails independents

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, May 29

THE AAM Aadmi Party (AAP)
on Friday coasted to victory in
the Punjab civicbody elections,
winning 958, or 48% of 1,977
wards. Hailing the win, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann said
people had “defeated the
politics of hatred and supported
developmental politics™.

The Congress finished sec-
ond with 397 wards and the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
fourth with 192, behind Inde-
pendents at 251. The BJP came
a distant fifth, but the party
managed to increase its tally
from 49 to 172, increasing its
footprint across Punjab’s urban
and semi-urban landscape.
The BSPwon seven wards. Out
of eight municipal corpor-
ations, the AAP won five: Barn-
ala, Batala, Moga, Mohali, and
Bathinda. Barnala is the home
turf of newly appointed state
BJP president Kewal Dhillon.

The Congress had a clear
majority in Kapurthala, while
the BJPwon Abohar. In Pathan-
kot, no party was able to get a
majority, but the BJP emerged
as the single-largest party.

The results are abigboost for
the AAP months before the
state votesin the crucial Assem-
bly electionsin early 2027. Pun-
jab is one of the three Opposi-
tion-ruled states/Union
Territories in north India along
with Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu and Kashmir.

Though the urban civic polls
are seen as a virtual semi-final
before the Assembly polls, in
the past, the party that has
swepttheelectionshasgoneon
to be voted out of power in the
state. In 2015, the SAD-BJP al-
liance won 1,420 urban wards
while the Congress bagged just
356. However, barely two years
later, the Congress stormed to
power with 77 of 117 Assembly
seats, while the SAD-BJP al-
liance was reduced to 18.

The pattern repeated last
time too. In the 2021 municipal
polls, the Congressbagged 1,516
seats across municipal corpor-
ations, councils, and nagar pan-

AAP workers celebrate in Bathinda, Friday. GURMEET SINGH

chayats. But months later, in
early 2022, the AAP stormed to
power with 92 Assembly seats
and the Congress fell to 18.

Mann said people had en-
dorsed his government’s work,
including “free power to the do-
mestic sector, availability of
daytime power supply to
farmers, free treatment at Aam
Aadmi clinics and rejection of
divisive politics”.

Referring to BJP as the “ED
(Enforcement Directorate)
party”, the CM said ED raids in
Punjab and the arrest of Cabinet
Minister Sanjeev Arora had
failed to influence voters.
“People have rejected them
completely. They are at number
five. Even their former alliance
partner SAD has failed to de-
liver. The AAP alone has won
more seats than these four
parties combined,” he said.

“The people of Punjab have
replied to the 'ED party'. 'ED
politics' will not work in Pun-
jab,” said AAPleader and Delhi’s
former Deputy CM Manish Si-
sodia.

For the Congress, while
there were isolated pockets of
success, its inability to convert
Lok Sabha election momentum
— it won 7 of 13 parliamentary
constituencies — into a strong
grassroots organisation will be
of concern. Congress insiders
said factional rivalries had
weakened the party in several
towns. At a meeting in New
Delhi with the Congress high
command, state Congress
leaders are learnt to have en-
gaged inablame game over the
party's poor performance.

Among the pockets where
the party performed well was
former CM Charanjit Singh
Channi’s bastion Chamkaur
Sahib, where the party won 11 of
the 13 seats. In Kapurthala, Con-
gress MLA Rana Gurjit Singh
steered the party to victory with
31of 50 seats. Hisson and Inde-
pendent MLA Rana Inder Par-
tap Singh also saw his candi-
dates dominate the Sultanpur
Lodhi municipal council. How-
ever, the AAP swept Gidder-
baha, the home turf of Punjab
Congress chief and Ludhiana
MP Amarinder Singh Raja War-
ring, winning 17 of the 19 wards.

However, Leader of Opposi-
tion Partap Singh Bajwa claimed
the results were along “expected
lines”, saying urban local body
polls in Punjab usually favour
the ruling party. “The real con-
test remains between the AAP
and the Congress. That is what
will happen in the Assembly
elections too,” he said.

The BJP aggressively cam-
paigned in urban areas of Pun-
jab, hoping to build on the mo-
mentum generated by its
Assembly election win in West
Bengal. Its expanded footprint
and wins in Abohar and Pa-
thankot are likely to propel it
forward in the lead-up to the
Assembly polls. SAD spokes-
person Parambans Singh Ro-
manasaid the Akalis still retain
support in urban Punjab de-
spite the setback. “The ruling
party used every tactic to win
these elections. They rejected
nomination papers and used
ballot boxes. We are Assembly
election ready,” he alleged.
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2 5 - DON'T YOU _IET™M A N I THINK, YOU'VE HAD
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ACROSS

1Use fingerstoeata plum in the
break (10)

6 Sign on the staff (4)

10 Teachings that follow closely
on adegree (5)

11 A ruinous craft (9)

12 Trampled on Oriental in mad
rush (8)

13 Game pie has nothingin it (5)
15 Dames in confusion look
younger (7)

171t’s pressed into service for
distribution by air (7)

19 Appear on stage again or make
another record (2-5)

21 Main roads? (7)

22 Finished with a dish from Italy (5)
24 Writer is about to approve a
colour (3,5)

27 Capital sum for

headmaster (9)

28 Academic appointment taken
by the president (5)

29 Line of status (4)

30 It means a lot of extra work in
the theatre (5,5)

DOWN

10bliged to be called a servant (4)
2Balls — and bats — can be part
ofit (5,4)

3 Song performed by little Sarah
in the afternoon (5)

4 They are made to scale (7)

5 Hardy girl has time for a bit of
artistic piecework (7)

7Hen’sbed (5)

8 Enthusiasm experienced by a
novice poker player? (5,5)

9 Standards are judged by them (8)
14 Could it be described as an
abrasive publication? (5,5)

16 Recent uproar about an actor’s
appearance (8)

18 Do competitors rocket into the
lead init? (5,4)

20 Todoso can brighten aroom
from either end (7)

21 Not only isit swift it looks like
one (7)

23 Single issue of new coins (5)

25 They may be used for storing
stretchers (5)

26 Berliner’s odd bits of cheese (4)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6001ACROSS: 1Petunia, 5 Calve, 8 Direction, 9
Dip, 10 Awry, 12 Articles, 14 Canape, 15 Fervid, 17 Stitches, 18 Asia, 21 Egg, 22
Faculties, 24 Sonic, 25 Dialect DOWN: 1Padua, 2 Tar, 3 Nick, 4 Apiary, 5
Consider, 6 Ladyloves, 7 Exposed, 11 Running in, 13 Specific, 14 Cossets, 16

Fenced, 19 Asset, 20 Plea, 23 Ice

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

The ___teach much which the __never know. - Ralph Waldo

Emerson (5,.,4)
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I CANT GET A
BABY SITTER ANYWHERE!
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HAVE ENOUGH
FASULOUSNESS.

BY TOM ARMSTRONG
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL
4s INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku

1to 9 must appear in
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows

and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SUDOKU 6334

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;

Ss =Very Hard;
6s = Genius

O WHY
WILL TO BE HIS BEST
FRIEND?!

puzzle, every digit from

each of the nine vertical

P

WELL, WILL [S NICE TO HIM,
THINKS ABOUT WHAT
JORUAN WANTS TO DO,
AND SHARES HIS TOYS

WITH HIM y_/

b

i BITE by Neeth Rasnce Gynfaas oo Seid nghi masremd

EXACTLY! | KNOW FOR A FACT THAT
NONE OF THOSE THINGS ARE IMPORTANT
TO JORUAN BECAUSE | DON'T DO

ANY OF THEM{J—/
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*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

I

ARIES (MAR 21-APR20): Itisis a great day to do some-
thing different. You might unexpectedly have to travel. Dis-
cussions about politics, religion and racial issues will be in-
tense but you're sympathetic. Tonight: Explore and learn.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Double-check banking is-
sues, because something unexpected could impact your
assets. Today you might feel compassion for those who are
less fortunate. Look for new resources to try anew ap-
proach to something. Tonight: Check your finances.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Your partner might catch
you off guard today by saying or doing something you least
expect. They will probably express themselves with
passion. Tonight: Listen and cooperate.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Your work routine might be
interrupted today. Pet owners also might be surprised by
something. Thisis also an excellent day for creative work or

coming up with new approaches to medicine or something

thatis health-related. Tonight: Get better organised.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): This is a lovely day to chat with
others. Surprise invitations might come your way. Artists
will flourish because they are in touch with their muse. Par-
ents should be aware that issues related to your kids are
unpredictable. Guard against accidents. Tonight: Play.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Your home routine might be in-
terrupted today. A minor breakage could occur or a small
appliance might break down. Someone unexpected might
appear at your door. Be patient with parents and bosses if

plans suddenly change. Tonight: Relax at home.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Pay attention to everything you
say and do today because this is an accident-prone day for
you. However, bright, clever ideas also might spring up in

your mind. You might see new places and meet new faces.
Tonight: Lively discussions.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Keep an eye on your
money and assets today. Of course, you might find money
or you might lose money. Be smart and protect what you

own against loss, theft or damage. You might be tempted
to spend on luxury things. Tonight: Check banking.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Today the Moon isin
your sign, which makes you feel impulsive, excited and up
foranadventure. You might attract people to you who are
different from your usual crowd. You also might feel sym-
pathetic toward children. Tonight: You win.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Something going on be-
hind the scenes might disrupt your work or your health
today. It might even affect your pet. Meanwhile, relations

with those who are closest to you are warm and helpful.

Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Friendships are important
toyou, and you especially love to meet a new character.
You'llbe drawn to unusual people. Alternatively, someone

you know might throw you a curveball. Stay lighter on your
feetand be ready for sudden changes. Tonight: Be friendly.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): People will notice you more
than usual. Some might know intimate details about your
private life. Relations with a parent or a family member

might surprise you. Someone might do something you
least expect. Tonight: You're admired.
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The row over new
Airtel priority tier
for postpaid users

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, May 29

THIS MONTH, Bharti Airtel launched a new ‘Priority
Postpaid’ service that will offer all its postpaid customers
more consistent connectivity during periods of network
congestion. Thislaunch of this preferential service tier —
using a technology called SG “network slicing” — has
triggered debate. Should premium users (read postpaid
users) be allowed preferential access to network
resources? Here’s alook at how 5G network slicing works
and whether it violates the net neutrality principle.

What is 5G network slicing?

Networksslicingis one of the defining features of stan-
dalone 5G networks. Instead of operating as a single net-
work, where all users compete for the same pool of
resources, a telecom operator can divide the network
into multiple virtual “slices”, each configured for a spe-
cific purpose. Think of it as creating lanes on a highway.
While the road remains the same, certain lanes can be re-
served for vehicles with particular requirements.

In telecom networks, one slice can be optimised for
ultra-low latency applications, another for industrial
automation, another for customers seeking a more
reliable consumer broadband experience, and so on.

Globally, operators in markets such as the US, UK, Sin-
gapore and South Korea have already deployed network
slicing for enterprise and mission-critical applications.

So how is this different from, say, paying for a
broadband plan that offers greater speed?

5G network slicing is different. A premium broadband
plan usually gives users access to a higher maximum
speed under normal conditions, but all customers still
use the same underlying network.

Network slicing changes how the network itself allo-
cates resources. During periods of congestion, auserona
dedicated 5G slice can be given preferential access to ca-
pacity, while others may experience slower speeds or
higher latency. In effect, broadband plans sell more band-
width, whereas network slicing can provide a higher
quality of service even when the network is under strain.

So, does network slicing violate net neutrality?

Net neutrality is the principle that all internet traffic
should be treated equally, without discrimination based
on content, platform, service or user category. Around a
decade ago, India adopted some of the world’s strongest
net neutrality protections.

“As per my understanding of current Net Neutrality
regulations, creating plans with higher speeds does not
violate Net Neutrality, aslongas you don’t prioritise
speeds for specific apps, services or sectors, or price ac-
cess to different apps, services or sectors differently,”
Nikhil Pahwa, founder of MediaNama, who played a key
role in the successful campaign for net neutrality in 2015,
said on social media platform X.

Critics argue that Airtel’s plan creates a fast lane for
customers willing to pay more, potentially undermining
the principle of equal access. The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on IT has begun examining whether the
service breaches the non-discrimination principle em-
bedded in India’s telecom framework. Airtel, however,
maintains that the serviceis fully compliant with net
neutrality rules because it does not prioritise any specific
application, website or content provider. Reliance Jio
has also argued that network slicing can be compatible
with net neutrality provided it remains application-ag-
nostic and does not degrade service for other users.

@) Drishti IAS (O

LTHE NEW SESSIOH

On All Online, Pendrive Courses & Test Series

B ERMilAScom

v calus 8750187501

e ECONOMY

Why inflation rate is not
the same as affordability

GRAPHS,
DATA,
PERSPECTIVES

*&' R, BY UDIT MISRA

WEEKLY ECONOMIC AND POLICY INSIGHTS USING DATA

THE US and Israel’swar onIran and the re-
sultant spike in prices of crude oil and other
products critical to the smooth functioning
ofthe global economy have made inflation
the main worry for policymakers.

Between June 3 and 5, the Monetary
Policy Committee of India’s Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) will deliberate on this matter.
On its part, the Union government has as
yet shielded average consumers in India
from the full effect of the rise in interna-
tional prices.

But while policymakers are focused on
containing the inflation rate, average con-
sumersin India focus more on affordability.
The notion is best captured in the worries
of several consumers, who bemoan that
“once prices goup, they never come down”.

In other words, consumers are often
more worried about the cumulative effect
of past price increases on their household
budgets and overall affordability than just
theinflation rate in a particular month. This
difference between the two ideas is also at
the heart of the so-called “affordability cri-
sis” inthe US and the cost-of-living crisis in
the UK. In both countries, affordability,
morethanjusttheinflationrate, isalsolead-
ing voters to change their political choices.

What’s the difference between
inflation and affordability?

Theinflation rateis the rate at which the
general price level rises from one year to
another.

Every country has chosen a represen-
tative basket of goods and services that its
consumers use, and it tracks how the prices
for this basket move. The year-on-year in-
crease in this general price level is called
the “headline” inflation rate, the one com-
monly referred to in policy debates.

Aschart1shows, since the RBIadopted
a policy regime to target a specific level of
inflation in 2016, India’s inflation rate has
been within the RBI’'s comfort zone of 2%
to 6% (red lines), even ifit stayed above the

e TECHNOLOGY

o Inflation withincomfortzone

Chart 1: India’s retail inflation rate has largely
remained within RBI's 2% to 6% comfort range

eRise

ingeneral pricelevel

Chart 2: Assuming price level was 100 in 2014,
applying annual inflation rates shows it reached 175

in 2026. Similarly, it grew by 41% since March 2019.
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target rate of 4% (green line). More impor- cial year 2013-14) was 100, around the be-
tantly, over the past three years, the RBI has ginning of the first term of the current NDA
successfully brought down the inflation government. If one then applies the annual
rate from almost 7% to around 2%. inflation rates to this, one can arrive at the
The worry for policymakers now is that pricelevel at the end of March 2026. As the
the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz is likely Outof step datashow, itis175. In other words, a basket
to push up the inflation rate for the current of goods and services that cost Rs 100 to
financial year (2026-27) closer to 5%. From the end of consumersin March 2014, cost Rs175atthe
The consumers, on the other hand, are March 2018, end of March 2026.
more bothered about affordability, which, growthin One way to assess whether one is better-
in turn, depends on two broad factors: incomes of the or worse-offis to compare incomes. If their
® The cumulative effectof repeatedin-  gglariedandthe  income has gone up by 75%, then one is
flation spikes on the general price level self-employed exactly where onewas 12 yearsagoin “real”
® The growth in their incomes relative 1 dbehind terms. If theirincome has grown by alesser
to therise in the general price level agge. .e n degree, then one is worse-off, and if the in-
In other words, consumers effectively the risein the come has grown by a higher percentage,
care more whether they are better-off or pricelevel. then one is better-off to that extent.
worse-offin “real” terms — that is, after the ° Similarly, the general price level has
effect of inflation is neutralised both from . . grown by 41% between March 2019 and
prices and incomes. While daily March 2026. Calculations can accordingly
wagesofcasual  be made for those who started working at
How to know where you stand in labour grew the start of April 2019 (around the second
real terms relatively faster, =~ NDA term), albeit the key number is 41%
Did yourincome growth keep pace with they earn the in this case.
the increase in the general price level? 1 .
Chart 2 provides a simple test. owestin What about the rest of India?
Let’s assume the general price levelas  absolute terms. The Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
of March-end 2014 (the end date for finan-  ——————————  gramme Implementation (MoSPI) releases

While policymakers focus on
containing inflation rate, consumers
care more about whether their
incomes grow faster than pricerise

regular Periodic Labour Force Surveys
(PLFS) that map employment, unemploy-
ment and income data. The PLFS divides
the whole workforce into three categories
of workers:

1. Salaried (regular wage earners)

2. Self-employed (e.g., small vendors)

3. Casual labour (e.g., those working on
construction sites)

However, for reasons of data compara-
bility, the only period for which one can get
arepresentative picture is between 2017-18
and 2023-24. Still, it provides a broad sense
of how India fared during this period in
terms of affordability. From the end of
March 2018, data shows that the growth in
incomes of the salaried and the self-em-
ployed lagged behind the rise in the price
level. In other words, in real terms, they be-
came worse off duringthis period. The daily
wages of casual labour, however, grew faster
than the general price level.

It is noteworthy that casual labourers
actually earn the lowest in absolute terms
among the three categories. For instance,
at a daily earning of Rs 453 in 2025-26, a
casual labourer working all 30 days would
have still earned only Rs 13,590 a month,
while the self-employed earned Rs 14,861
per month and salaried workers earned Rs
22,699 per month.

Moreover, over this period, the share of
self-employed — the category worst-offin
terms of affordability — grew rapidly
while the shares of the other two cat-
egories declined.

So, how can RBI help matters?

The RBI cannot directly do much about
the income growth of different workers.
That depends on a whole host of factors
outside its scope.

On theinflation front, too, the RBI can’t
address the main reason for inflation: inad-
equate crude oil supply. Under the circum-
stances, all that the RBI can do is to con-
strain overall demand for goods and
servicesamong consumers by raisinginter-
est rates. Higher interest rates would slow
down economic activity by making loans
(be it for cars, homes or factories) costlier.

In other words, if RBI wants to arrest in-
flation, it will have to drag down India’s
economic growth; an action that mirrors
what the government is doing by raising fuel
prices and urging people to consume less.

How ACs catch fire, and the role temperature plays in it

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, May 29

RETIRED IAS officer and the first chair-
man of the Competition Commission of
India (CCI), Dhanendra Kumar, 80, died in
afire after a suspected air conditioner (AC)
blast at his Delhi home on Thursday.

The incident is the latest in a series of
AC-related fire accidents reported in the
National Capital Region this summer.

Just this week, a split AC reportedly ex-
ploded and triggered a fire on the 15th floor
of a residential tower in Ghaziabad’s Indi-
rapuram. And, earlier this month, nine
people were killed in ablaze at aresidential
complex in East Delhi’s Shahdara, where
initial reports also pointed toan ACblast as
apossible trigger.

The incidents call attention to a disturb-
ing pattern increasingly unfolding in In-
dian cities every summer. With higher
average temperatures every year and rising
ACsales nationwide, the likelihood of such
incidentsis increasing.

How do ACs catch fire?

Continuously running an AC, coupled
with the high atmospheric temperatures
during summer, can lead to overheating.

This overheating can degrade an AC’s
insulation, melt internal components,

and ignite combustible materials inside
the unit.
Another major reason is short-circuit-
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uses of ACs overheating

+ Gasleaks: Refriger-
&l || antleakscancreate
— 1| pressurebuild-up

ing, which occurswhenthe flow of electric  Bjocked
current in a circuit takes an unintended  jjrfilters:
path. This is not always dangerous, but  pirtyfilters
when alarge amount of currentis flowing,  restrict airflow,
it can, in turn, generate a great amount of  causing the AC
heat. Thiscan melt wiresandlead toafire.  tggverheat

The Delhi government’s Department of
Fire Services states: “About 60% fires are of
electric origin on account of electric short
circuit, overheating, overloading, use or
non standard appliances.”

According to an official from the Delhi
Power Department, house fires are com-
monly caused by short circuits in electricity
meters, switchboards, or due toloose, poor-
quality or faulty wiring.

“In ACunits, firesusually occur duetogas
leakage or overheating in the compressor,
whichisinthe outdoor unit. However,inthe
Delhi incident, the suspected explosion oc-
curred in the indoor unit of the AC, which is
uncommon. Sometimes, if there is a spark
caused by faulty wiring in a closed room
along with a gas leak, it can ignite and lead
to an explosion,” the official said.

Is aninverter AC safer?
In an AC, a compressor (the external
box unit with a fan in split ACs) performs

Shortcircuits:
Faulty wiring or
electrical issues can
cause sparks and
ignite the unit

and pose fire hazards

— Compressor: Adam-
aged compressor
canoverheatand
malfunction

Overuse: Running ACs for long hours during
summers can overheat components

SIMPLE SAFETY PRACTICES

@ Regular maintenance

® Secure indoor/outdoor wir-
ing connections, ensure that

the circuit breaker an
arein good condition

® |nstall a stabiliser if electric-
ity frequently fluctuates

® Cleandust on air filters,
sinceit can hinder air flow and
put pressure on the system

dfuse ® Set temperature between

24-26 degrees Celsius. Low
temperature settings can
stress the machine

a crucial function. It is responsible for
circulating a substance called refrigerant
gas through the unit. Refrigerants absorb
heat from indoor spaces and then release
it outdoors. A non-inverter AC uses a

fixed-speed compressor that runs at full
speed until the room reaches the target
temperature, then shuts off completely.
When the temperature rises, it turns back
on at full speed.

During extreme heat and prolonged
use, this creates higher electrical and mech-
anical stress, which can overheat compo-
nents such as the compressor, capacitor or
wiring. Ifthe unitis old, poorly maintained,
or exposed to voltage fluctuations, it can
lead to short circuits and fires — often re-
ferred to as “AC blasts™.

Ontheotherhand, aninverter AC regu-
lates the compressor speed gradually in-
stead of constantly switching on and off.
While this variability reduces stress in the
system, it’s not foolproof. Fires can still
occur due to overheating of electronic cir-
cuitboards, faulty wiring, refrigerant leak-
age, poor installation, voltage fluctuations
or lack of maintenance.

What are some signs of a safety risk?
Accordingto Haier, some common signs
of a potential blast include unusual noises
from the unit, frequent cycling on and off,
inconsistent cooling of the room, and burn-
ing smells/smoke. Professional services

should be called in to fix these issues.

WITH INPUTS FROM ALOK SINGH
AND RISHIKA SINGH

® DIPLOMACY

Quad’s struggle to find momentum, as members pursue disparate objectives

EXPERT EXPLAINS
MAJ GEN G G DwiveDI (RETD)

WAR VETERAN, PROFESSOR OF STRATEGIC
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AT LAL BAHADUR
SHASTRIINSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT

THE RECENT Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue (Quad) held in New Delhi amongthe
foreign ministers of Australia, India, Japan
and the United States came as an assurance
that the grouping remains relevant.

The Indo-Pacific has emerged as the
world’s strategic and geo-economic centre
of gravity today. It hosts critical sea lanes,
carrying over S0% of global trade and
energy flow. China’srise, its coercive mari-

time behaviour, and technological domi-
nance have created shared concerns
among the Quad partners.

While the rationale behind the Quad
has been compelling, it continues to
grapple with a central question —isita
strategic force multiplier or merely a mech-
anism for consultative dialogue?

Whatis the Quad?

After the Indian Ocean tsunami of De-
cember 2004, India, Japan, Australia, and
the US came together in an informal arrange-
mentto coordinate disaster relief operations.
In2007, the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue,
commonly known as the Quad, kicked off.
However, it never really picked up momen-
tum, and while it was revived in 2017, the
Quad has, at best, sputtered along since.

The major reasons for this are that the
four constituents don’t always have the same
aims, and China strenuously opposes the
grouping. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
even compared the Quad toseafoam, saying
itwill simply dissipate over time.

(From left) Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong, External Affairs Minister

S Jaishankar, Japanese Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi and US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio during the Quad meet.

Beijing argued that the Quad’s purpose
is mainly to target China. After the recent
meeting on May 26, China's Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Mao Ningsaid at a presser,
“We donot support the formation of exclus-
ive cliques or bloc confrontation. No coop-
eration should undermine mutual trustand
cooperation among regional countries.”

What do members want from it?

For Australia, Beijing’s intimidating
posturing means it has to expand strategic
outreach and security partnerships, but it
remains heavily dependent on China econ-
omically.

India needs to balance China in view of
their shared border and the security calcu-
lus. Itis also strongly opposed to China’s de-
sign of carving out a unipolar Asia, but
Delhi remains wary of compromising its
strategic autonomy.

Tokyo views Quad as an essential secur-
ity imperative, given the tensions in the
South ChinaSea dueto Beijing’s apparently
expansionist designs.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

For the US, the Quad is perceived asthe
pillar of its Indo-Pacific strategy and the
mechanism to balance out China without
military confrontation. In fact, Washington
perceives the Quad as anetworked security
architecture that substantiates American
primacy in Asia. Under Donald Trump,
however, the US seems to be leaning to-
wards a bilateral deal with Beijing.

These different priorities explain why
the Quad’s progress has been incremental
rather than decisive. The security cooper-
ation remains constrained, lacking a
NATO-like collective defence mechanism,
and there is no binding treaty obligation.

What happened at this meeting?

The Quad Foreign Ministers meetingon
May 26 attempted to break fresh ground. It
focussed on maritime security, resilient
supply chains, critical minerals and energy
security amid geopolitical uncertainties.

Important initiatives were unveiled for
enhanced maritime surveillance coordina-
tion, an energy security framework and co-

Kolkata

operation on critical minerals, to reduce
dependence on China and the consequent
vulnerabilities of supply chains.

The grouping also announced its first
joint project — the development of portin-
frastructure in Fiji — signalling forward
movement from dialogue to concrete de-
liverables.

What is the way ahead?

The Quad’s futurelies in strategic clarity
among all members. To ensure organisa-
tional depth, the Quad needs to move to-
wards permanent institutional architec-
ture, alongside enhanced military
operability, synergised technology partner-
ships and strengthened maritime capacity
building in the Indo-Pacific.

The real test of Quad is not whether it
becomes an Asian NATO, but whether the
four democracies, with varying interests,
can sustain strategic cooperationin the era
of great power competition.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES US ALL

On fertiliser, Centre and
states must align policy

RIME MINISTER Narendra Modi wants Indian farmers

to cut consumption of chemical fertilisers by 25-50 per

cent, in order to conserve precious foreign exchange as

well as protect thelong-term fettility of Indian soils. How-
ever, the governments in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra are doing the opposite. All three — many more may
follow — have decreed that manufacturers and suppliers of sub-
sidised fertilisers such as urea and di-ammonium phosphate
(DAP) cannot sell nutrient products where no government sub-
sidy or price controls are in place. In other words, fertiliser com-
panies can sell only those products whose usage is being discour-
aged by the Modi government. They have been banned from
selling any bio, nano, water-soluble and liquid speciality fertilisers
or micronutrients and bio-stimulants.

The ban orders are not only an example of the Centre and
states workingat cross purposes, but also of ease of doing business
goinginto reverse. Most of the non-subsidised nutrient products
being marketed by the likes of Iffco, Coromandel International
and Yara Fertilisers are applied in low doses for high-value crops
such asgrapes, apple and pomegranate. Moreovet, they are noti-
fied under the Centre’s Fertiliser Control Order after field trials
for bio-efficacy and toxicology conducted by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research. What incentive would companies have
now to innovate and introduce such products that can deliver
nutrients more efficiently either straight into the plant’s root zone
viadripirrigation or onto leaves by foliar application? Ifthe Modi
government is serious about weaning away farmers from urea
and DAP — whose applied nutrients are more prone to volatil-
isation, leachingorlockingin soils than being available for uptake
by crops — it should crack down on states that are sending
contrary signals to the industry and farmers alike.

Indiahasenoughland, water and sunshine for growingcrops.
Butthat’s not the case with fertilisers, where it is overwhelmingly
import-dependent. In 2025-26, the country’simports of fertiliser
inputs and products were valued at about $27.2 billion. The un-
resolved West Asia conflict and closure of the Strait of Hormuz
could result in that bill even surpassing the 2022-23 high of $33.4
billion post Russia’sinvasion of Ukraine. The current crisisisboth
amoment of reckoning and an opportunity to transform the exist-
ing product-specific fertiliser subsidy regime into an expanded
PM-Kisan 2.0 directincome support programme. When fertiliser
prices are market-determined, farmers will start using the right
nutrients in the required quantities for their crops. And they will
be enabled even more when guaranteed a minimum income per
acre per crop.

Meanwhile, Israel goes on
withits wrecking ball

N A clear violation of the October 2025 Donald Trump-

brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, Benjamin

Netanyahu said on Thursday that he had ordered the mili-

tary to take control of 70 per cent of Gaza, where the popu-
lationis crammed into thelittle territory that remains habitable.
That Israel was not abiding by the ceasefire had longbeen evident
fromits continued strikes on Gaza even as West Asia was engulfed
bythelranwar. Yetitisdifficult not towonder if Netanyahu’s deci-
sion to escalate further, at this particular moment, serves his
political objectives ahead of the country’s first elections since Ha-
mas’s horrific October 7,2023 terror attack.

The past few weeks have not gone Netanyahu’s way. Tel Aviv
haslargely been sidelined in the talks between Tehran and Wash-
ington aimed at ending a war that the US and Israel jointly initi-
ated. Trump and Netanyahu'’s tense phone call a few days ago
underscored their differing approaches to Iran, an inevitable di-
vergence given the war’s growing unpopularityinthe USand the
mounting political costs for the Trump administration. Netany-
ahu’sapparent pursuit of eternal war follows a familiar script: Pro-
long conflict for political self-preservation and to defer domestic
accountability for the October 7 security failure. In more than two
years, Israel has failed to achieve its stated objective of destroying
Hamas, even asit hasKkilled atleast 75,000 civilians and reduced
Gazatodustand ashes.

When Trump emerged as the unlikely peacemaker in Gaza,
there wasasense of optimism about resolving the Israel-Palestine
conflict. Announcinghis20-point plan and the “Board of Peace”,
the US president had declared: “The people of Gaza have suffered
long enough. The time is NOW.” Since then, however, Israel’s re-
peated violations of the ceasefire have effectively shredded the
plan, while the peace board is yet to receive any of the billions of
dollars pledged by donors. Peace in Gaza requires Israeli restraint
and an institutional credibility capable of assuaging Palestinian
fears. Netanyahu'’s latest order does precisely the opposite. And
the one man who claims he can make the Israeli PM do “whatever
Iwant him to do” has turned ablind eye.

With alittle help from
Paul McCartney

TTHE age of 83, Paul McCartney has produced his18th
solo LP. Is this what human striving looks like in the
age of the algorithm? No doubt McCartney’s creative
energy has always been close to superhuman: It is evi-
dentinthe sheerdepth, volume and imaginativeleaps of the Len-
non-McCartney songbook as well as the prodigiousness of the
musician’s post-Beatles output. But long before Al-generated
music started sneaking onto Spotify playlists, McCartney was
combining thisimmense talent with hard work to create anim-
portant chunk of the music on which the technology was trained.
Thelesson hereistwofold. The first applies specifically to this
moment in history when it seems like the machine is poised to
take over every creative bastion — witness the fear whipped up
by theallegations thata Commonwealth Prize recipient this year
used Al The anxiety is understandable: Technology can now
“write” books, “compose” music, “paint” pictures and “make”
films. Asit gets more sophisticated, what was once passable may
evenbecome genuinely interesting. Yet, McCartney’s persistence
in doing what he has always done reminds us that creativity is
not so much about the outcome as it is about the process itself.
The second lesson is that perseverance matters as much as
ability. In Peter Jackson’s documentary The Beatles: Get Back,
which covers the making of Let It Be, the Fab Four’s final studio
album, the viewer watches the band almostbreak up.Intheend,
it’s not just alchemy that keeps them together; it’s also McCart-
ney’s stubborn beliefin the workitself, in the insistence that they
show up, regardless of personal and creative differences to “go
through the bad bit and get to the good bit”™.

India, US: From estranged to engaged

torestrained democracies

T WAS an American diplomat, Den-

nis Kux, who famously termed the

United States and India “estranged

democracies” during the Cold War

era. The historic India-US civil nu-
clear energy agreement, authored by Presi-
dent George Bush and Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh, was seen as converting them
into “engaged democracies”. That honey-
moon is not viewed any longer as having
lasted more than a decade. President Don-
ald Trump, it iswidely believed, has down-
graded a “strategic partnership”, what Presi-
dent Barack Obama called the “defining
partnership of the 21st century”, toa purely
transactional relationship.

The recent visit of US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio is being interpreted as
an attempt to reduce the transactionalism
and return to a more “strategic” relation-
ship based on “geopolitical” convergence.
However, it bears mentioning that even
this “convergence” of interests is defined
by transactionalism.

The fact is that the so-called India-US
strategic partnership was always based on
a transactional foundation. Several quid
pro quos defined the terms of negotiations
of the nuclear deal. India’s willingness to
sign on to “A New Framework for the US-
India Defence Relationship” in June 2005
was the key that opened the door to negoti-
ations on a nuclear deal.

The framework established a Defence
Policy Group that would, as the agreement
stated, “expand two-way defence trade be-
tween our countries. The United States and
India will work to conclude defence transac-
tions, notsolely asendsin and of themselves,
but as a means to strengthen our countries’
security, reinforce our strategic partnership,
achieve greater interaction between our
armed forces, and build greater understand-

ing between our defence establishments.”
The intention was to secure an opening- ﬁ‘g
up of the Indian defence market to US busi- . ﬂ;
ness, reducing India’s dependence on Rus- Tﬁ iy 3.__ -
sia. Going beyond this commitment, India b E™ i
was required to reduce dependence on oil ‘\1#
imports fromIran and Venezuela. The US es- 'y
tablishment drove a hard bargain that finally SANJAYA
required a presidential veto to get the agree- BARU
mentsigned. Credit must go to Bush for tak-
ingalong-term view of India’s economicrise
andrestrictingthe element of transactional-
ism in the partnership.
Bush viewed India’s rise as a global pub-
licgood and in itself serving US strategic in-
terests. Trump upended that perspective
when he made the relationship mainly
transactional. Whatever the rhetoric that
now fills up new documents signed by the
two governments, the factisthat the US es-
tablishment is no longer willing to give
India a free pass.
Thisinitselfisunderstandable. What has
come to hurt the relationship is the fact that
the US hastaken steps unmindful of the con-
sequences for India. The unilateral actions
onthetrade front, the supporttoIsraelinde-
stabilising the Gulf, pushing oil and gas
prices up and reducing access to these, and
the new relationship with Pakistan all have
adverse geopolitical and geo-economic con-
sequences for India.
The weaponisation of trade, finance
and energy flows by the US, with
its allies playing second fiddle,
has deeply hurt Indian economic
interests, impacting India’s econ-
omic rise, and as a consequence,
its national security and global
standing. Barely two years ago,
the New Delhi establishment was
celebrating India’s emergence as
the world’s third-largest econ-

Whatever the rhetoric that now
fillsup new documents signed
by the two governments, the
factis thatthe US
establishmentis nolonger
willing to give India a free pass

omy. As a consequence of both domestic
and global developments, India has
slipped back to the sixth rank.

A naive hope is being expressed by
some that the extensive people-to-people
relationship between the two democracies
will somehow help secure the relation-
ship. It is time for a reality check with re-
spect to the role of the so-called diaspora
in the bilateral relationship. It is true that
in the 1990s and early 2000s the Indian
American community did play a facilitat-
ingrole in strengthening the bilateral part-
nership. However, evidence today sug-
gests that two aspects of the diaspora have
come to limit its positive role.

As I have elaborated in my recent book,
Secession of the Successful: The Flight Out of
New India, the Indian American commu-
nity, especially second-and third- generation
immigrants, have become an integral part of
MAGA —making Americagreat again. Their
role in “making India great™ is increasingly
limited as elite emigration has come to de-
fine exit from India to the West.

While Indian political leadership and
media celebrate the achievements of high-
profile Indian Americans, it should be re-
membered that they are now increasingly
American and less Indian. They have be-
come an important part of the engine of
American economic resurgence. As US Con-
gressmanJim Himes putit candidly, Indian
Americansare “asecret weapon for
(American) economic growth”.

Second, people-to-people con-
nect meanslittle when larger geo-
political and national interests are
in play and define Trump’s
“AmericaFirst” policy. Despite all
the visible nationalism of overseas
Indians, on display every time
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

travels abroad, non-resident Indians (NRIS)
have become “non-returning Indians”.
Moreover, the communalisation of the In-
dian diaspora and growing Western con-
cerns about the direction of Indian do-
mestic politics, with implications for
minority rights, have also come tolimit the
so-called “soft power” of the diaspora.

It is time for Indian policymakers and
analysts to come to terms with the reality of
afundamental shift away from the “strategic
partnership”, which defined the move from
“estrangement” to “engagement” at the turn
ofthe centuryand inthefirst decade-and-a-
half, to the more “what’s in it for me” trans-
actionalism that has come to define a re-
strained relationship.

It is just as well that External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar defined India’s ap-
proach to the new realities of the world as
“multi-alignment”. The full meaning and
implications of multi-alignment appear
not to have sunkinto the minds of analysts
and media. If actions taken by both the US
and China are hurting Indian economicin-
terests, then Indian policy must be based
onarecognition of this fact. Neither power
is going to help build India as a third pole
of the global economy.

Addressing the Constituent Assembly in
December1949, Jawaharlal Nehru famously
said that India’s foreign policy would have to
be defined by her economic policy and in-
terests. The Modi government’s policy of
atmanirbharta is defined by the same ap-
proach. India’s external relationships must
once again give precedence to our national
economic interests and not be defined only
by concerns about defence and security.

The writer is former editor,
The Financial Express and was media
advisor to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

Go gently into the night,
Bashir sahab

KNEW Bashir Badr as a child.He
was my grandfather’s student and
was unfailingly kind to us children
when we visited our grandparents’
home in Aligarh, offering us toffees
in little tin boxes and chocolates in shiny
wrappers, and on one memorable occa-

RAKHSHANDA  sion, even taking us to watch a movie at
JALIL the city’s iconic Tasveer Mahal.

Writing this, I am reminded of another
luminous memory from those halcyon days
of Bashir Badr reciting his poetry at univer-
sity mushairas at the Kennedy Hall.

Long before I could fully understand
the import of his words, it was his
tarrannum,the slightly nasal twang with
which he recited his poetry, and the un-
failingly cheerful look he seemed to sport
on the dais as though he quite enjoyed
being a poet, that made an impact on my
young mind.

This sher in particular wafts through
my mind redolent with the scents of
summers past as childhood memories
often are: Meri mutthi mein hain kuchh
sookhe se phool/Jinki khusbhuain hawa
chura le gayi (In my hand I hold some

) dried flowers/Whose fragrance has been
Whether it was stolen by the breeze).
a political It might not be an exaggeration to say
statementora  that Bashir Badr was the last of the great
modern Urdu poets from India along with
p ersonal one, Shahryar and Nida Fazli.

there was Modern in tone and sensibility, access-
always a ible in metaphors and images yet
Simplicity and %rounded inlai rigorouls classii(ial tradiii[ic?n,
. . e was equally popular on the mushaira
a dlregtness En circuit as he was admired through the

Bashir Badr’s beauty of the written word.
poetry as here: Born in Ayodhya in 1935, he had been
‘Na tum hosh suffering from a prolonged illness and
mein hona hadn’t been seen or heard in public for
. some time. Yet, such is the impact of his
hum hosh mein powerful yet simple words that his poetry

hain/Chalo has consistently remained relevant.

: Honoured with the Padma Shri and
n.lal kade awarded by the UP Urdu Academy four
mein waheen times and once by the Bihar Urdu Acad-
baat hogi’ emy, he was also bestowed with the Meer

Academy Award.

A teacher of Urdu for 17 years at
Meerut College, he was away from the
limelight for many years yet remained a
voice of our time. In a life marked by hard-
ship where success was tardy and set-
backs many, he once rued that life had
dealt him a poor hand: Zindagi tu ne
mujhe qabr se kum dii hai zameen/Paany
phailaauun to deewaar mein sarlagta hai
(Life, you've given me even less space
than a grave/When I stretch my legs my
head strikes the wall).

When his house was looted and burnt
down in the horrific communal riots of
1987 in Meerut, he left the city and built a
new life in Bhopal.

He also found a wellspring of courage
and compassion from deep within to tell
his countrymen: Saat sanduqon mein
bharkar dafn kar do nafratein/Aajinsaan
ko mohabbat ki zarurat hai bahut (Stuff
all the hatred in seven boxes and bury it
deep/Today, humans need love more
than anything else).

And also: Naye daur ke naye khwaab
hain naye mausamon ke gulaab hain/Ye
mohabbaton ke charaagh hain inhein na-
fraton ki hawa na de (These are new
dreams of a new age, new roses of a new
season/These are lamps of love; don’t stir
them with the breeze of hatred).

Whether it was a political statement or
a personal one, there was always a
simplicity and a directness in his poetry
as here: Na tum hosh mein ho na hum
hosh mein hain/Chalo mai-kade mein wa-
heen baat hogi (Neither are you in your
senses, nor am I Let’s go to the tavern; we
will talk there)

And then there is this sher, my per-
sonal favourite: Ujaale apni yaadon ke
hamare saath rahne do/Najaane kis gali
mein zindagi ki shaam ho jaae (Leave the
light of your memories with me/Who
knows when the night might fall).

Go gently into the night, Bashir sahab,
in the light of happy memories.

Jaleel is a Delhi-based writer,
translator and literary historian

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, the
superhero Bihar never had
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PRrITISH RAJ

While I was
growingup,
sporting
excellence
stories would
happenin
faraway lands.
Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore
won a silver
medal at the
Olympics,
Abhinav Bindra
won a gold, and
Vijender Singh
won aboxing
medal.Itall
looked out
of reach

“rural” by English newspapers and “pichhda” by the Hindi

ones. We had basic facilities, but to dream big, you had to

leave home, sometimes as early as 10 years old. While one

had achoice of Engineering, Medicine and the ultimate Bi-
hari thirst trap — civil services — sports was adistant dream, often
killed in examination halls and coaching centres. There were sev-
eral reasons, and amajor one was the lack of a sporting hero. Ma-
harashtrahad cricketing god Sachin Tendulkar and hockey’s ma-
gician Dhanraj Pillay, Delhi had wrestling king Sushil Kumar,
Haryana and Punjab had sporting heroes for every generation.
Neighbouring Bengal had the prince of cricket, Sourav Ganguly;
UP had magical hockey striker Mohammed Shahid, Odisha had
Dilip Tirkey. South India produced sporting heroes in bulk with
the likes of Rahul Dravid, P T Usha, and Anil Kumble.

Bihari kids of the 2000s and 2010s were huge sports fans and
claimed M S Dhoni, but in truth, they had no sporting hero of their
own. By the early 2010s, Bihar had all kinds of heroes: Revolution-
aries, civil service officers, poets, journalists, academics, criminals,
scamsters, fraud politicians, but not asporting one. Given the his-
tory of Bihar, especially the yearsrife with crime and corruption,
asporting hero would probably have been good for the youth.

In 2026, when the world had shrunk enough to fit on asmart-
phone screen, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi emerged. The 15-year-old
isn’t just the talk of the town but the global cricket conversation.
And guess what? He is from Bihar. And he is selling jerseys and
filling stadiums. A sportsperson whois Bihar’sown, unlike others
who had to move to different states to move up the ladder. Not
that this makes them any less Bihari, but you get the gist. Now, a
kid in Bihar can look up to Sooryavanshi and think, “I can get
there”. For parents, he can become a point of reference.

Growing up, sporting excellence stories would happen in
faraway lands. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore won a silver medal
atthe Olympics, Abhinav Bindrawon a gold, and Vijender Singh
won aboxing medal. It all looked out of reach. With the partition
of Bihar and Jharkhand, the neighbouring state got all the sports
centres; all that Bihar was left with was a broken ecosystem.
When Shreyasi Singh, now a minister in the Bihar government,
won a medal at the 2018 Commonwealth Games, there was a
brief spark. When I started my career in sports journalism, I
waited for when I would write a story about Bihar and lace it
with local references and metaphors. With Sooryavanshi
around, I believe the wait will soon be over. The beauty of having
sporting heroes you can relate to is that they make greatness feel
attainable, not aspirational. Sooryavanshi didn’tjust break rec-
ords— hebroke the ceiling. The superherowe never had is here,
and he isjust getting started.

I GREW up in a very small town in Bihar. A town termed

The writer is senior sub-editor, The Indian Express.
pritish.raj@expressindia.com
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SURJIT SINGH Barnala said he had nointen-
tion of stepping down as Punjab CM and
party president, as the two offices had been
bestowed on him by the “panth”. Instead of
S —— e demanding his ouster for the police action
in the Golden Temple complex and exploit-
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Barnalarulesoutresignation

aware of the situation, he said. The Prime
Minister heard the views of various groups
of Punjab Congress (I) legislators and the
Pradesh Congress (I) president, Beant
Singh, on the situationin the state. Beant
Singhand Gurbinder Kaur Brar, leader of
the Congress (I) group in the state assem-
bly, met the PM separately.

the consultations he had with other senior
party colleagues were about the actionto be
taken against the working president or on the
contents of his letter to Gandhi. “l will not
qualify action at this stage,” he said.

Doctor shotasothers quarrel
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they felt hurt, Barnala said, addressing a
huge conference organised by the Sangrur
District Akali Dal.

PMonemigrationfromPunjab

PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gandhi has assured
Congress (I) legislators from Punjab that all
possible steps would be taken to stop mi-
gration from the state. The Centre is fully
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ImbroglioinCongress-I

CONGRESS-1VICE president Arjun Singh said
that the publication of the text of Congress-|
working president Kamlapati Tripathi’s April
22 letter to PM Rajiv Gandhi had created a
new situation and therefore the process of
consultations on “actionto be taken onthe
matter has been set in motion.” Talking to re-
porters, Singh declined to elaborate on the
proposed action. He refused to say whether

Kolkata

A YOUNG doctor from JP hospital was shot
dead outside his house in Munirkain a dis-
pute between other people. Dr Swarandeep
Singh(22), aninterninthe ENT department,
came down after some people quarrelled
with the woman living on the first floor below.
As the doctor noted their car number, they
shot him dead. He was murdered outside F-9
block almost opposite Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity minutes after thell-fated family had
finished celebrating the success of his
younger brotherinthe class X examination.
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Lebanon’s supposed ceasefire looks
more threadbare than ever.

— The Guardian
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A democracy must worry about fake voters,

but much more about excluded citizens

FA1ZAN MUSTAFA
AND MADHAV ANAND

N INDIRA Nehru Gandhiv Raj Na-
rain (1975), Chief Justice A N Ray
made a strange distinction. Democ-
racy, he held, may be part of the basic
structure, but free and fair elections
could not themselves be elevated to that
status. But post-Emergency, in Mohinder
Singh Gill (1978), the Court held that without
periodic free and fair elections, democracy
ends. In the Gujarat Assembly Election Ref-
erence (2002), it went further: Democracy
and free and fair elections, the Court said, are
“inseparable twins”. Free and fair elections
fundamentally depend on the indepen-
dence and absolute neutrality of the Election
Commission of India (ECI) asanumpire, and
therefore the onus is on ECI to win over the
trust of independent observers and the Op-
position. Here, what matters is public per-
ception, not law or court judgments.
Abench of Chief Justice Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi in their historic 124-
pagejudgment hasupheld the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of Bihar. No one can ques-
tion thejudgment’s positivistic and legalistic
interpretation of the black-letterlaws. Butin
terms of consequences, which Justice Ray
denied formally in 1975, the present judg-
ment risks diluting in practice if ECIisnota
neutral umpire. The problem with the SIR
judgmentisnot that it values electoral integ-
rity too highly but that the court did not
examine the all -important issue of whether
we have gotsuchrolls after SIR. There arere-
ports pointing toinconsistencies, and signifi-
cant inaccuracies even in the revised rolls.
Justice Surya Kant correctly held that
no constitutional democracy can function
with duplicate, fictitious or fraudulent en-
tries. But the judgment did not raise the
equally important possibility of genuine
citizens being pushed out of the demo-
cratic process in the name of so-called “pu-
rification”. Did the petitioners not bring to
the Court some living persons who had
been shown as dead? But the judgment
simply stated that no rolls can be perfect

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Karnataka transition

CONGRESSRISKS repeatingin
Karnataka the very culture of
drift that weakened it nationally
(‘Anew Karnataka CM, atired
Congress script’, IE, May 29).
Leadership change alone cannot
conceal deeper failures of govern-
ance. Bengaluru —India’s tech-
nology capital — continuestoreel
under flooding, traffic paralysis,
water scarcity and overstretched
civicinfrastructure despite the
state’s strong revenues. City plan-
ning remains hostage to bureau-
cratic fragmentation and
factional politics.

Havya Garg, Chandigarh

BY SUCCESSFULLY managing the
change from Siddaramaiahto DK
Shivakumar, the party leadership
has shown greater maturity and
decisiveness (‘A new Karnataka
CM, atired Congress script’, IE,
May 29). Unlike the instability wit-
nessed earlier in states like Pun-
jab, Rajasthan and Madhya Pra-
desh, the Karnataka shift appears
orderly and controlled. However,
the challenge for Congress has
only begun. Siddaramaiah
remains atowering figure in state
politics with a strong support base
amongbackward classes, Dalits
and minorities.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Athlete, administrator

THE EDITORIAL on RajaRandhir
Singh fittingly highlighted his
contribution toIndian sport as
both athlete and administrator
(‘Consensusbuilder, and abridge’,
IE, May 29). Hisrolein
strengthening shooting
infrastructure and India’s sporting
presence globally laid the ground-
work for future champions. It is
impossible to discussIndia’s rise
inshooting without recalling
Olympic medallistslike
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore and
Abhinav Bindra, who emerged
from an ecosystem gradually
shaped by such pioneering efforts.
Singh’slegacy deserves recogni-
tion as part of India’s larger sport-
ing transformation.

Harsh Pawaria, Rohtak

and that there was sufficient transparency
in exclusion and opportunities of appeal.

Without asking the ECI to show concrete
reasons, the Court accepted its justification
forthe statewide exercise. Section 21(3) of the
Representation of the People Act contem-
plates special revision in “any constituency
or part thereof” and Justice Surya Kant, ap-
plying the well-known rules of statutory in-
terpretation, correctly held that “any” here
would mean “all”.

Justice SuryaKant’s interpretation of Ar-
ticle 324 and 327, too, is absolutely correct as
the ECI neither becomes powerless the mo-
ment Parliament enacts a law nor becomes
so powerful as to go against the statute. The
CJI rightly held that Parliament itself
through Section 21(3) has preferred to give
the ECI extremely wide powers as to SIRs
through non-obstante clauses by using the
words “in such manner” and “as it [the ECI]
may think fit”.

The judgment upheld documentary
compliance asthough the burdenissocially
neutral. Marginalised citizenslackingdocu-
ments and minorities facing
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nities, this is even more concerning. The
judgment also did not seriously consider the
ground realities of massive confusion, ad-
ministrative inconsistency, rushed time-
lines, and the enormousdiscretion vested in
low-levellocal officials. Evidence of BLOsfill-
ingforms themselves, missing acknowledg-
ments, and lakhs of forms being submitted
without documents find no mention in the
judgment because issues were framed
purelyin legalistic termsand notin terms of
theimpact when such powers are exercised.
Ideally, the scale of exclusion itself
should have invited deeper constitutional
scrutiny. The final roll reportedly stood at
around 742 crore electors. This was sub-
stantially lower than official population
projections that suggest Bihar would have
approximately 8.22 crore eligible voters. Yet,
thejudgment concluded that the “post-ex-
ercise data” did not reveal disenfranchise-
ment so “widespread or systemic” as to es-

tablish constitutional infirmity.
If the citizenship concerns were so
marginal in practical outcome, why did
they become so central to the

heightened bureaucratic suspicion The CJTI’s assurance that architecture of the exercise itself?
do not stand on equal footing with tusion from the electoral roll But this approach reduced con-
more privileged groups. The ECI’s cxclusioniromtne € ec. oralro stitutional scrutiny to aggregate
huge victory in the judgment was does not formally divest numbers alone. The deeper issue

the Court upholding its list of 11
documents, but then the peti-
tioners had argued that nearly 37
per cent of adults in Bihar lacked
even one of the prescribed docu-
ments. For marginalised commu-

citizenship offers limited
comfortas a few states have
started denying benefits to the
excluded people

was not simply how many voters
were excluded, but who was
really excluded. The SIR wasjus-
tified as necessary to identify il-
legal immigrants and preserve
electoral integrity. The ECI did

not provide any figures of non-citizens
found in the electoral rolls but reports sug-
gest those numbers to be negligible.

Districts recording some of the highest
deletions reportedly overlapped heavily
with Bihar’s poorest and most migration-af-
fected regions. Muslims appeared dispro-
portionately represented among excluded
voters, especially in Seemanchal. According
to one report, Muslims accounted for 32.1
per cent of exclusions across the state.
Anotherreport asserted that Muslim exclu-
sion was not that disproportionate asit stood
at18.4 per cent. In contrast, the Hindu-ma-
jority districts recorded lower-than-average
exclusions, reflecting a broader pattern
where nine out of the 10 top Hindu-domi-
nated districts were below the state average
6.05 per cent. How far there is truth in this
alleged differential has not been examined
by the Court. Women reportedly constituted
nearly 60 per cent of exclusions.

Rule 21A in the Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960 requires the ERO to form an
opinion regarding deletion and provide af-
fected electors with an opportunity of hear-
ing. The Court held that these safeguards
were “preserved in substance”. Non-inclu-
sion in the draft roll was treated merely as a
temporary administrative stage rather than
asubstantive democratic injury.

Strictly in terms of law, the Court rightly
distinguished between the formal “determi-
nation of citizenship,” which belongs to the
Ministry of Home Affairs, and the Election
Commission’s “administrative satisfaction
regardingelectoral eligibility”. Justice Surya
Kant’s assurance that exclusion from the
electoral roll does not formally divest citizen-
ship offers only limited comfort as a few
states have already started denying the bene-
fits of welfare schemes to the excluded
people. This reminds us of the havoc the
Doubtful Voter category introduced by TN
Seshan played in Assam. We now have mil-
lions of doubtful citizens.

The judgment is correct on questions of
law as after all the SC is expected to decide
casesinaccordance with thelaw. It rarelyin-
vokes Article 142 to do “complete justice”. A
constitutional democracy must certainly
worry about fraudulent voters. But it must
worry much more about the frightened, ex-
cluded, genuine and eligible citizens.

Mustafa is an expert on constitutional law and
Anandis a legal scholar at NUJS, Kolkata.
Views are personal
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RAM MADHAV

LAST SUNDAY, lakhs of tribal people from
more than 500 different tribes travelled to
the national capital. Their demand was for
“de-listing”, a constitutional process by
which tribals who have converted to Chris-
tianity or Islam would be denied ST status
and the benefits that accrue from it, and an
amendment to Article 342 to that effect. In
the 1960s, a tribal Congress MP, Kartik
Oraon, first raised the issue. His contention
was that those who adopted Christianity or
Islam automatically cease to be tribal be-
cause they no longer follow tribal customs
and traditions. He demanded the exclusion
of converted tribals from the ST list. He pres-
ented amemorandum ofaJPCtoPMIndira
Gandhi, supported by 235 MPs, with a pro-
posed amendment to Article 342. It read: “3.
Notwithstanding anything contained in
Paragraph 2, no person who has given up
tribal faith or faiths and hasembraced either
Christianity or Islam shallbe deemed tobea
member of any Scheduled Tribes.”

Indira Gandhi didn’t pay much
attention to the issue. In the past
two decades, the Janjati Suraksha
Manch haschampioned the cause.
Oraon, who served as a minister in
Indira Gandhi’sgovernment, docu-
mented that barely 10 per cent of
converted tribals were appropriat-
ingnearly 70 per cent of reservation

In matters relating to the ST
converts, the vagueness in the
constitutional provisions has
led to courts taking suggestive
positions rather thanissuing

definitive orders

benefits. Asthe number of converted tribals
hasgrown —around 20 per centtoday —re-
sentment among the non-converted, too, is
growing. Their argument is that convertsare
enjoying the benefits of both ST reservations
and minority welfare programmes. At the
root of this problem is a constitutional
anomaly. In 1950, at the time of the enact-
ment of the Constitution, two separate
orders for SCs and STs were promulgated.
The Scheduled Castes order, in paragraph 3,
categorically stated that “Notwithstanding
anything contained in paragraph 2, no per-
son who professes a religion different from
Hinduism shall be deemed to be a member
of a Scheduled Caste.” Unfortunately, the
Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950
remained vague on the definition of a tribe.
Resenting this, in 2010, tribal leaders sub-
mitted amemorandumsigned by 27.671akh
tribals from 26,253 villages to President Pra-
tibha Patil, demanding the de-listing of con-
verted tribals from the ST category.

Since there is constitutional
clarity in the matter of the SCs, the
courts haverepeatedly said thatthe
SC status cannot be extended to
those not belonging to Hinduism,
Sikhism and Buddhism. In matters
relating to the ST converts, the
vagueness in the constitutional
provisions has led courts to take

Who gets ST benetfits, who
shouldn’t? Debate continues

suggestive positionsrather than issue defini-
tive orders.In2004, the Supreme Court held
that although it cannot be concluded that
“merely by change of religion (a) person
ceasestobeamemberofaScheduled Tribe”,
itinsisted that the matter needs to be exam-
ined case by case.

The core issue is whether, like SCs, STs
canalsohavea clear definition. An advisory
committee constituted in 1950 for the “revi-
sion of the lists of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes” vaguely stated that STs
are characterised assuch “because of the life
led by them”. Howevet, the Justice PB Lokur
Committee, constituted in 1965-66, ident-
ified “primitive traits, distinctive culture,
geographical isolation, shyness of contact
with the community atlarge and backward-
ness” as the basis for identifying STs.

The current demand rests on the reports
of Oraon’s JPC and the Lokur Commiittee, be-
sides the Supreme Court’s observations. This
isnotagainst any religion or conversion. The
converted SCsand STshave full accesstothe
welfare programmes available under the mi-
nority category. Thisdemand is primarily to
ensure that the traditional tribal population
is not denied its legitimate rights under the
Constitution’s ST provisions.

The writer, president,
India Foundation, is with the BJP

Delimitation can
bring more
female-urban
participation

SHAMIKA RAVI

FTER THE 2026 Census, the Lok Sabha could ex-

pand from 543 to 816 seats. Most of the discussion

has focused on how the new seats will be dis-

tributed across states. We add a complementary

question, drawing on our analysis of all the 2,171
parliamentary constituency (PC) elections held in India since
2009: How will delimitation affect voter participation?

The 2024 general elections saw a turnout of 65.8 per cent —
the second-highest of any Indian general election. Howevetr,
urban turnout has been lagging. The fully built-up constituencies
of Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and the NCR are touching
turnout floors of 55 to 60 per cent, well below the national aver-
age. The rural-urban turnout gap, 4.4 percentage pointsin 2009,
has gone up to 11.6 points in 2024.

Two changes have reshaped the geography of Indian voting,.
First, the long-observed pattern that big constituencies vote
less than small ones — the “size penalty” —hasvanished in the
average data. In2009, a2-million-elector seat turned out 11 per-
centage points lower than a1-million-elector one. By 2024, that
gapisjust 1.4 points.

Second, the divergence in Indian voting now runs along
urban-rural lines, with asharp gendered twist. The woman voter
in a large rural constituency is the most engaged — turnout
around 75 per cent at two-million-elector seats. The woman voter
who lives in a large urban area is the least engaged — turnout
fallsto about 64 per cent. As constituencies grow toward 3 million
electors — a frontier several Mumbai, Delhi, and Bengaluru seats
are approaching — our model projects the rural-urban gap to
widen to 22 percentage points for women and 16 for men.

The polling station is the third piece of the picture. Booth
crowding has always been more severe in urban constituencies
than in rural ones. The EC’s station expansion between 2019
and 2024 brought modest relief at the urban end. But between
2019 and 2024, the rationalisation slipped: Stations grew only
1.3 per cent against 7.2 per cent growth in electors, pushing up
urban crowding. The resulting 1.28-percentage-point national
turnout decline is fully accounted for by this renewed booth
crowding. Booth crowding deters male voters strongly — it ex-
plains 19.5 per cent of the male size penalty in our data — but
has little direct effect on women’s turnout (3.4 per cent). For
them, mobilisation works through different channels: Cam-
paign, household and time-of-day flexibility, and direct en-
gagement with collectives.

Why does all this matter for delimitation? Because the size
penalty looks like it has disappeared on average, but at high
urban shares, it has not. Our model predicts that a2-million-elec-
tor urban constituency turns out at about 65 per cent; at 1 million
electors, it predicts a turnout of about 74 per cent. Splitting a 2-
million-elector urban PC into two 1-million-elector PCs would
raise the turnout by roughly 9 percentage points per half. Thisis
the strongest empirical case for the 543-t0-816 expansion.

What should the delimitation agenda then look like?

Put the new seats where they will actually raise turnout. The
biggest gains are in the band of urbanisation that runs through
the suburbs of Bengaluru, Mumbai, NCR, Hyderabad, Pune,
Ahmedabad and Chennai — constituencies that are 75to 90 per
cent urban, which have grown 46 per cent in electorate since
2009 (well above the 35 per cent national average) and where
voters are turning out at the lowest rates. Targeted shrinkage of
these large urban PCs is where the model predicts the largest
turnout gains.

Build the polling station capacity alongside. A ratio of below
900 voters per booth — the level achieved after the 2018 ration-
alisation — has to belocked in.

Bring urban women into the participatory fold. The rural
channels that have historically mobilised women — panchayat
networks, anganwadis, self-help groups — donot extend to cities
like Mumbai or Bengaluru. The right urban tools include
women’s canteen schemes, urban self-help-group networks
under the National Urban Livelihoods Mission, women-only
polling booths, and mobilisation by women councillors elected
under the 74th Constitutional Amendment’s reservation provi-
sions for urban local bodies.

The next delimitation will also be the moment at which the
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (the Women’s Reservation Act)
comes into force. Delimitation that creates smaller urban con-
stituencies in the band where female turnout is currently the lo-
west, layered with women candidates on the ballot under the
new reservation, and paired with the operational and engage-
mentinfrastructure that brings urban women to the polling sta-
tion, can substantially close the urban turnout gap among
women voters.

As India urbanises rapidly, the share of the electorate in
metropolitan PCswill continue to rise. Whether that rising urban
share translates into afalling national turnout, or into a renewed
wave of female-urban participation, will be decided by what the
Delimitation Commission chooses to do.

The writer is member, EAC-PM

SUGATA SRINIVASARAJU

APOWER transitionisunderway in the Con-
gress government in Karnataka: Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah hastendered hisresigna-
tion,and DK Shivakumarlookslikely totake
over. Whatever the rivalry between the two,
the transition has taken place assmoothly as
turning a page. That was quite unexpected
and quite uncharacteristic of Siddaramaiah.

Siddaramaiah has never responded well
to losing power. He has demonstrated rest-
lessness and recklessness when he hasbeen
denied power orlost it. This first became ap-
parentin1996 when he was part of the JD(S).
Thistrait resurfaced in 2023, when he check-
mated Shivakumar to wrest the CM’s chair,

In Siddaramaiah exit, a transition and label-free politics

eventhoughitwasthelatterwhohadled the
party to astellar victory.

Siddaramaiah seemsless driven by ideol-
ogy or principles, although his aggressive
political brandingtellsa very differentstory.
Every time he contested or led the JD(S) or
Congress in an election, the claims of his
wide social base were exposed by his vote
share as a candidate or what he was able to
get for his party. The BJP grew manifold de-
spite Siddaramaiah’s active presence in Kar-
nataka politics. Even when Congress won big
in 2023 with the novelty of “guarantee” wel-
farism, the BJP’svote share remained intact.
Aquestion that continuestocircle, therefore,
iswhy he surrendered so meekly this time.

Beyond these power games and inter-
personal rivalries, the transition signifies
some other fundamental shifts in the
larger political terrain. Congress cannot

epaper.indianexpress.com .- -

settle for Shivakumar as the face of change,
but he may lead the transition to a more
universal game that the party is not en-
tirely unfamiliar with. It is not a question
of choice now; it is about the winds of
political circumstance.

This universal game may not be about
relying on anachronistic caste identity
politics alone, but about building broader
demographic coalitions, like the one we saw
form suddenly and accidentally in neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu with Joseph Vijay’s vic-

The imagination that a particular
leader like Siddaramaiah or a
party commands a bulk of caste
votes has become a fallacy

tory. Thisisalsoaresponse to the broader co-
alition-building that the BJP has successfully
done by foregrounding the Hindu vote and
creating political capital around the majority
community, but strategically dispensing
welfare capital to all communities.

Mandal politics has suddenly become
outmoded. The imagination that a par-
ticular leader like Siddaramaiah or a party
commands a bulk of caste votes has be-
come afallacy, because the big castes have
not stopped splintering as people have be-
come more conscious of their sub-caste
inheritances. In the age of sub-caste
politics, caste as a category does not yield
the same dividends as before. It can only
be a contributing factor. Therefore, the
exit of Siddaramaiah, the decline of Nitish
Kumar, and the dismantling of Lalu Pra-
sad symbolise a new politics, which is

Kolkata

emerging as a new demographic is taking
control of the political field. Shivakumar
fits the transition perfectly because he is
label-free, unlike Siddaramaiah.

As Shivakumar moves in, Congress may
consider refining his pragmatic style into
something more winnable by 2028, when
Karnataka goesto the polls. Unlike Shivaku-
mar, who has the image of an unabashed
businessman, networker and money man-
ager, Siddaramaiah branded himself as a
rooted socialist, unflinchingly secular,and a
saviour of backward communities. Thosela-
bels may now become glorious artefacts in
an uncurated museum of politics, and wait
inthe marginstobe fact-checked by history.

Srinivasaraju, a senior journalist, is author of
The Conscious Network: A Chronicle of
Resistance to a Dictatorship
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Isracli troops push deeper
into Lebanon amid US talks

Ground forces
cross Litani River,
30 kminto north

Associated Press
Jerusalem, Beirut, May 29

ISRAELI TROOPS entered a
southern Lebanese village early
Friday, pushingdeeperintothe
country as Lebanese and Israeli
military officials began direct
talks at the Pentagon over the
deadly conflict.

The entrance of Israel’s
troops into the village of Dib-
bine, near the town of Marjay-
oun, came as Israeli airstrikes
Kkilled at least six people.

Five were Killed in an air-
strike on the villages of Deir Qa-
noun al Nahr and Abbasiyeh,
while a municipal policeman
waskilled in the village of Ebba,
state media reported.

In Washington, a six-
member Lebanese military del-
egation was meeting on Friday
with Israeli military officials in
the first direct military talks be-
tween the two countriesin dec-
ades. A nominal ceasefire went
into effect on April 17.

A senior Lebanese military
official told The Associated
Press Friday that the Lebanese
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delegation, led by the army’s
head of operations Brig. Gen.
George Rizkallah, would be to
make it comprehensive.

The official added the Leba-
nese delegation will request the
reactivation of the committee
monitoring the enforcement of
an earlier US-brokered ceasefire
that halted the war between Is-
raeland Hezbollah inlate 2024.

Another Lebanese official,
who is briefed throughout the
day about the ongoing talks at

WHO chief arrives
in Congo, says Ebola
spread can be stopped

Associated Press
Kinshasa, May 19

THE HEAD of the World Health
Organization has arrived in
Congo’s capital, Kinshasa, to
support efforts against an out-
break of a rare type of Ebola
virus, as medical personnel
struggle with a lack of equip-
ment, a distrustful population
and armed groups in region.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said Friday authorities have
reported 906 suspected cases
and 223 suspected deaths.

“To come here is to really
show to the community that
they’re not alone,” WHO Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus told reporters at
the airport late Thursday.

“Pushing orders from my
comfortable office in Geneva is
easy, but I'm asking my col-
leagues to work with the com-
munity and I am asking com-
munitiesto protect themselves,”
he added. The outbreak “can be

stopped,” he said, but is “very
complex.”

Challenges like the high
number of people displaced by
armed conflictintheregionand
food insecurity are complicating
efforts to stop the spread of the
virus, Tedros said.

Containment has been par-
ticularly difficult because the
disease likely spread for weeks
before it was first identified in
mid-May. The International
Federation of Red Crossand Red
CrescentSocietieshassaid three
ofitsvolunteersin Ituri province
died after they were believed to
have contracted Eboladoingun-
related health work on March 27
—morethanamonth beforethe
first suspected death cited by the
Africa Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Meanwhile, the outbreak
continuesto spread faster than
the response, despite health fa-
cilities becoming more organ-
ized and the arrival of more
equipment.

e EbolaVaccines Under Development

Global health agencies are racing to find vaccines, treatments and tests
for arare Ebola strainin eastern Congo.

OUTBREAK

® The Bundibugyo strain has
caused 906 suspected cases and
223 suspected deaths in Congo.

® There are no approved vaccines
or treatments for this strain.

LEADING VACCINE

® The main candidateis an IAVI-
developed single-dose shot, seen
as the most promising option.

® |t uses the same platform as
Merck’s approved Ebola vaccine.

SECOND VACCINE
® Oxford University and the

Serum Institute of India are also
developing a vaccine candidate.

® The WHO says doses could be
ready within months for testing.

SURVIVOR-DERIVED OPTIONS
® Researchers are also studying
antibodies taken from
Bundibugyo survivors.

® One candidate showed strong
protection in animal studies.

ANTIVIRALDRUGS

® Gilead’s experimental drug
obeldesivir is being considered
after exposure. REUTERS

Litani River &

the Pentagon, also said the del-
egation would seek the com-
prehensive implementation of
the ceasefire and a stop to on-
going hostilities.

He said implementation
would be followed by talks at a
later date on matters such as
deploying the Lebanese army
along the border and the with-
drawal of Israeli troops from
southern Lebanon.

Both officials spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because

they were not authorized to
speak to the media about the
ongoing talks in Washington.

President Joseph Aoun’s of-
fice said he received a call Fri-
day from US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and they dis-
cussed the situation in Leba-
non and the latest develop-
ments in the Middle East.

Aoun’s office said that the
president told Rubio that ef-
forts should concentrate on
implementing the ceasefire as
it is “the essential entry point
for transitioning to any other is-
sues.”

The military said this week
it had expanded ground oper-
ations beyond a security zone
its troops have occupied since
April16. During a visit to the Is-
rael-Lebanon border on Friday,
Netanyahu said troops had
pushed even further, past the
Litani River that cuts east-west
around 30 km (19 miles) into
southern Lebanon.

“Our forces have crossed the
Litani and advanced to control-
ling positions,” Netanyahu said
in remarks to military person-
nel, according to excerpts re-
leased by his office. “We are op-
erating in Beirut, in the Bekaa
(Valley), across the entire width
of the front, and are dealing
Hezbollah a crushing blow.”

—WITHREUTERS INPUTS

TALKS SEEK TO FORGE PEACE AND DISARM IRAN-BACKED HEZBOLLAH IN LEBANON

Netanyahu pushes for
70% control of Gaza;
‘escalation’ says Hamas

Reuters
Gaza, Cairo, May 29

HAMAS SAID on Friday that Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's declaration that
his country would expand its
area of control in Gaza was a
dangerous escalation, as Euro-
pean states and residents of the
Palestinian territory also voiced
alarm at the plan.

Under a ceasefire dealin Oc-
tober Israel's military wastore-
main in control of 53% of Gaza,
but Netanyahu said on Friday
that it would expand that area
toaninitial 70%, withoutlaying
out details or a timeline.

The Palestinian militant
group, which triggered two
years of devastating warfare in
Gazawith its October 7,2023, at-
tack on Israel, described his
comments as a plan for ethnic
cleansing and forced displace-
ment of Palestinians.

“Any attempt to impose a
new reality of occupation in
Gaza is null and illegitimate,”
said Ismail al-Thawabta, head
of the Hamas-run Gaza govern-
ment media office, adding that
Netanyahu's statement ‘repre-
sents a dangerous escalation”.

More than eight months
into the ceasefire, and with glo-
bal attention fixed on the war in
Iran, Gaza's underlying conflict

A screen grab of the explosion of the unmanned Blue Origin’s New Glenn rocket during a teston a
launchpad in Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Friday. ReuTers

Bezos Blue Origin rocket explodes
on launch pad during engine test

Reuters
Cape Canaveral, May 29

AN UNCREWED Blue Origin
New Glenn rocket exploded on
a Florida launchpad during a
test on Thursday, in a major set-
back for Jeff Bezos’ space ven-
ture as it seeks to narrow the
gap with Elon Musk's IPO-
bound SpaceX.

Video posted by NASAS-
paceflight, which livestreams
launches from Florida, showed
the towering New Glenn rocket
igniting on the pad at about
2100 ET (0100 GMT on Friday)
before erupting into a massive
fireball that billowed skyward,
sending a towering plume of
flames and smoke into the air.

Blue Origin was preparing
the rocket for its fourth launch,
which was due to deliver 48

Amazon Leo satellites into low-
Earth orbit, part of efforts to
build abroadband constellation
torival Musk's Starlink network.

Amazon Leo satellites were
not integrated on the rocket at
the time of the incident, a
source familiar with the matter
said, asking not to be named
due toits sensitivity.

The explosion marks the la-
test setback for the long-de-
layed New Glenn, which is sup-
posed to play a central role in
delivering lunar landers and
cargo under NASA's Artemis
lunar exploration missions.

It comes just two days after
NASA awarded Blue Origin a
$188 million contract to land
rovers on the moon's surface,
and less than a week after Spa-
ceX - years ahead in develop-
ment - carried out alargely suc-

cessful test of its next-gener-
ation Starship rocket.

Blue Origin confirmed it
had experienced an “anomaly”
during a hot-fire test, where a
rocket engine is fired up while
anchored to the ground. “Very
rough day, but we'll rebuild
whatever needsrebuildingand
getback to flying. It's worth it,”
Bezos said in a post on X.

NASA Administrator Jared
Isaacman said the agency
would work with Blue Origin to
support an investigation of the
incident. “Spaceflight is unfor-
giving, and developing new
heavy-lift launch capability
is extraordinarily difficult,”
Isaacman said on X.

Isaacman also added that
NASA would provide informa-
tion on any impacts to its Arte-
mis and Moon Base programs.

remains stubbornly unresolved
with continued Israeli attacks,
little aid reaching civilians and
the risk of major new violence.
Israel has already expanded
itsarea of control in Gaza from
the 53% lying behind a “yellow
line” mapped into the ceasefire
deal up toaround 64%, with an
area it has designated as re-
stricted in maps shared with
aid groups.
Last year’s deal brokered by
US President Donald Trump es-
tablished a Board of Peace to
oversee a phased ceasefire, and
was ratified by the United Na-
tions Security Council.
However, many of the tough-
estareasof disputeincludingthe
disarmament of Hamas, a full Is-
raeli withdrawal and the make-
up of a Gaza government were
postponed tolaterin the process.
The Board of Peace negotiators
have been talking to both sides
on the disarmament issue.
Israel and Hamas have re-
peatedly accused each other of
violating the truce. Israeli
strikes in Gaza have killed more
than 900 Palestinians since the
start of the truce while Palesti-
nian militant attacks have
Kkilled four Israeli soldiers. Is-
rael's military and the prime
minister’s office did not im-
mediately respond to a Reuters
request for comment.

Russiandrone
hits Romania
housing block;
NATOvowsto
defend territory

Reuters
Galati, May 29

NATO ACCUSED Moscow on
Friday of reckless behaviour
and pledged to "defend every
inch of Allied territory" after
Romania said a Russian drone
had crashed into an apartment
block in the alliance member
state during an attack on neigh-
bouring Ukraine.

Romania's defence ministry
said a woman and a child suf-
fered minor injuries in Galati
near the border with Ukraine
overnight after radar tracked a
Russian drone entering Ro-
manian airspace.

Russia's TASS news agency
cited Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov as saying Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin had been
informed about the incident.

The US ambassador to
NATO, Matthew Whitaker, con-
demned the “reckless incur-
sion” inaposton Xand pledged
the US “will defend every inch
of NATO territory.” The White
House did not immediately re-
spond to arequest for comment.

“Russia'sreckless behaviour
isadangertousall,” NATO Sec-
retary General Mark Rutte said
on X after speaking by phoneto
Romanian President Nicusor
Dan, whose country is in both
the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization and the European
Union.

‘T affirmed that NATO
stands ready to defend every
inch of Allied territory," he said,
without making any mention
of triggering NATO's mutual
defence clause. “We will con-
tinue to enhance our readiness
todeter and defend against any
threat, including from drones.”

* BRIEFLY

UNITED STATES

US Treasury prepares to make
Trump face of anew $250 bill

TREASURY SECRETARY Scott Bes-
sentsaid on Thursday hisagency had
been working on amock-up ofa $250
note bearingthe face of President
Trump in preparation for an addition
tothe nation’s paper currency that
would for the first time include por-
traitofaliving president. “Idon’t
think that there’s anything untoward
abouthaving the person whoisthe
US President of on the 250th anniver-

sarybill,” Bessent said. Trump has

Scott Bessent unviels
the $250 bill bearing
Trump’s likeness. FiLE

CHINA

Former Shaolin
Temple head gets
24-yrsfor graft

SHI YONGXIN, former abbot
of China's Shaolin Temple
was sentenced to24 yearsin
prison for crimesincluding
embezzlement and bribery,
state mediareported Friday.
Shi, 60, was charged in
Marchthisyear. A court
inHenan handedthe
sentencing, saying Shi
abused his roles to embezzle,
misappropriate, and take
and give bribes of around
$44.33 million. REUTERS

pushed for creation of a $1 coin bear-
inghisimage and having his signa-
tureaddedto currencythisyear. NYT

CANADA

Man accused of
aiding 14 suicides
toplead guilty

A CANADIAN man accused
of selling alegal but poten-
tially deadly chemical on-
line to 14 people who took
their ownlivesis expected
to plead guilty on Friday to
aiding their suicides, allow-
ing him to avoid amurder
trial. Kenneth Law, 60, is
scheduled to appear on Fri-
day morning at the Ontario
Superior Court of Justicein
Newmarket, Ontario, north
of Toronto. REUTERS

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

11 arrested over
‘anti-army’ posts
onsocial media

ELEVEN SOCIAL mediaac-
tivists in Pakistan’s Punjab
province have been arrested
for content targeting the
army and inciting unrest
among the public, an offi-
cial said on Friday. “The ar-
rested suspects are involved
inspreading provocative
content... against state in-
stitutions,” he said. PTI

NEPAL

S5honoured for
contributions to
the Himalayas

NEPAL ON Friday felicitated
five for their contributionsin
worKk related to conservation
ofthe Himalayas Pasang
Dawa Sherpareceived the
International Everest Award
forhis 31 Everest ascents,
while Priya Adhikari, Tenz-
ingDavid Sherpaand Poor-
nima Shrestha for mountain-
eering achievements.PTI

8 held on suspicion of arson
after Kenya girls’ school fire

Associated Press
Nairobi, May 29

POLICE IN Kenya have ar-
rested eight female students on
suspicion of arson, authorities
said Friday, after a fire de-
stroyed a dormitory at aboard-
ing school, killing 16 children
and injuring dozens of others.
The motive is still unknown.

Police held 30 students
overnight for questioning.
Authorities said school admin-
istrators would face disciplin-
ary action for safety violations
after an exit door was found to
be locked during the panicked
rush to escape the building. At
least 79 people were injured.

Education Minister Julius
Ogamba said two teachers were
aware that students were plan-
ning something but failed to
take appropriate action, with-
out elaborating.

A full day after the blaze,
some parents said they had still
not been told whether their
children were under arrest or
just being questioned.

“We have noteven been told
about the eight that police have
arrested,” a parent, who spoke
on condition of anonymity be-

Parents gather outside Utumishi
Girls Academy after adormitory
firein Gilgil, Kenya, on Friday.

cause of fear that her daughter
could be victimized, told The
Associated Press. “We are just
hereand nooneisgivingusany
information.”

Education Minister Ogamba
said the school’s board of man-
agement had been dissolved
and the principal would face
disciplinary action for failing to
comply with safety regulations.

“In particular, there was
congestion in the dormitory
and one exit door was locked,
contrary to the prescribed
safety requirements,” he said.

e JAPAN’'S POPULATION FELL TO 123 MILLION IN 2025, MARKING ITS BIGGEST DROP SINCE 1920, WITH OFFICIALS PROJECTING IT WILL SHRINK FURTHER TO 87 MILLION BY 2070.

Japan’s populationis crashingatarecord pace; empty cradles foretell a harder future

Javier C. Hernandez, Pablo
Robles & Kiuko Notoya
Tokyo, May 29

JAPAN’S POPULATION fell by
more than 3 million over the
past five years, according to of-
ficial statistics released on Fri-
day, a drop that underscores
the depths of the country’s ac-
celerating demographic crisis.

The population stood at 123
million in 2025, according to
preliminary census results,
down from 126.1 million in
2020. It is the biggest decrease
since the government began
collecting census data in 1920.

Japan’s population peakedin
2008 at 128 million, and it is pro-
jected to fall to 87 million by 2070.

The country is now roughly the
same size it was in 1989.

For decades, the Japanese
authorities have tried to make
up for the rapidly aging popula-
tion by encouraging young
people to have more children.
But the effort has fallen short,
leaving the country with one of
the world’s lowest birth rates.
For each new birth, there are
two deaths.

Japan is a harbinger of the
demographic headwinds that
will soon buffet other devel-
oped countries. The shrinking
population is already con-
straining Japan's economic
growth, putting pressures on its
health care system and causing
labor shortages.

The census data shows that
the demographic crisis has now
reached almost every part of
Japan. All but two of the
country’s 47 prefectures re-
ported population decreasesin
2025, and the rate of decline is
accelerating,.

Amongthehardest hit areas
were the northern prefectures
of Akitaand Aomori, wherethe
population shrank by about 8
percent from 2020 to 2025.
Those areas are home to some
of Japan’s oldest residents, and
young people have left at a
rapid rate because of stagnant
wages and harsh winters.

The Japanese countrysideis
hollowing out as the popula-
tion ages and young people

Shoppers crowd at the Ameyoko shopping district, which is Tokyo’s
biggest street food market shopping on December 29, 2022 riLe

leave to seek jobs in Tokyo,
Osaka, Nagoya and other cities.
Insomerural areas, schools are

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

being converted into nursing
homes and community
centers. Millions of homes are

vacant; government offices and
hospitals are downsizing; and
train lines are shutting down.

Opening Japan’s doors
more widely to foreigners could
help offset the declines. But the
government has long taken a
cautious approach toimmigra-
tion, and nationalist politicians
and commentators have
gained influence recently with
a “Japan First” agenda.

“Japan has now reached a
level where thiskind of decline
isnot reversible in the short- or
medium-run,” said James
Raymo, a professor of sociology
at Princeton University who
studies Japan. “It simply will
not happen in the absence of
mass immigration.”

Kolkata

There were a few bright
spots in the census, including
Okinawa, a subtropical chain of
islands in the south, where the
population grew slightly. OKi-
nawahasJapan’s highest fertil-
ity rate, with women there giv-
ing birth to an average of 1.5
children in their lifetimes, com-
pared with 1.1 nationally.

Japan’sbiggest cities are ma-
nagingtostave off demographic
decline — for now. The popula-
tion of the Tokyo metropolitan
area, which includes Tokyo and
the surrounding prefectures of
Kanagawa, Saitama and Chiba,
rose slightly to 37 million in
2025. The areanow accounts for
roughly 30 percent of Japan’s

total population.
|

Tokyo, avibrant hub of busi-
ness, politics and culture, is
now about 20 times denser
than the rest of Japan — and
one of the world’s densest
cities. (Tokyo’s population rose
more than1percent to 14.2 mil-
lion in 2025.) The growth has
been fueled in large part by an
influx of students and young
workers looking for jobs and
educational opportunities.

Japan’s woes are likely to
worsen in the coming decades.
Itwill probably become increas-
ingly difficult to find workersto
staff schools, hospitals, police
departments and train stations.
The country could lack young
peopleto pay taxes necessary to
support retirees. NYT
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INDIA’'S GROWTH OUTLOOK REMAINS POSITIVE: RBI'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR FY26

RBI: War could pose¢ headwinds
to growth & inflation in short run

‘Elevated valuations in tech sectors E =

may undergo reassessment, raising
therisk of corrections in markets’

George Mathew
Mumbai, May 29

WITH THE monetary policy
review a week away, the
Reserve Bank of India on
Friday said the West Asia con-
flict and risks such as higher
energy prices, supply chain dis-
ruptions, financial market vola-
tility, global trade uncertainty
and weather disruptions could
affect growth and inflation in
the short term.

In a highly uncertain global
environment, continuous as-
sessment of the evolving devel-
opmentsis warranted to frame
the appropriate policy response
on anongoingbasis, the central
bank said.

“Lingering geopolitical ten-
sions and supply chain dis-
ruptions may pose near-term
risks to corporate earnings and
the performance of loan port-
folios,” the RBI said in its An-
nual Report for 2025-26.

However, India’s growth
outlook remains positive, it
said. Considering various fac-
tors, and on the assumption
that the adverse impact of the
West Asia conflict would re-
main contained in the near-
term, real GDP growth for 2026-
27is projected at 6.9% with risks
tilted to the downside, the re-
port said.

The RBI’'s Monetary Policy
Committee kept the main repo
rate unchanged at 5.25% in the
April review.

However, the rupee re-
mains volatile at 95 against the
dollar and capital outflows con-
tinue unabated amid the US-
Iran conflict. The government’s
decision to hike fuel prices is
likely to put upward pressure
on inflation.

While the ongoing geo-
political tensions are likely to
exert pressure on the availabil-
ity and prices of key inputs, par-
ticularly fertilisers, the govern-
ment’s continued efforts in
ensuring adequate availability
of fertiliser and other key in-
puts through diversified
sources and buffer manage-
ment are expected to mitigate
these potential concerns, the
RBI said.

The central bank said geo-
political risk hasre-emerged as
the dominant drag on global
growth in 2026. “The adverse
impact of outbreak of the con-
flictin West Asia in end-Febru-
ary 2026 isreflected in the fore-
casts of global growth and
inflation,” the RBI said.

With continued geopolitical
tensions, inflation faces upside
risks globally, the RBI said.
“The surgingenergy pricesand
disruptions in key shipping
routes could intensify supply-
side pressures.” The RBI also
said elevated valuationsin tech-
nology sectors may undergo re-
assessment, raising the risk of
corrections in equity markets.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The RBI has projected FY27 real GDP growth to be at 6.9%. ReuTERS

RBI plans ‘kill switch™
How it can stop scams

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, May 29

THE RESERVE BANK of India
is exploring the possibility of
introducing a °kill switch’
mechanism that would
allow users at the receiv-
ingend of a potential digi-
tal scam to immediately
stop all financial transac-
tions from their accounts.

Besides, it has also pro-
posed a ‘switch on’ and ‘switch
off” facility for all digital pay-
ment modes. It would help
bolster consumer confidence
and contribute towards con-

MSCI rebalancing sees markets
slumping 1.5% in late trade

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, May 29

THE REBALANCING of the
MSCT’s Global Standard index,
that came into effect on Friday,
triggered a late sharp selloff in
the Indian stock markets, caus-
ing the benchmark indices to
slump around 1.5%.

India’s weightage on the
marquee global index fell mar-
ginally t012.3% from 12.4% ear-
lier as the changes took effect.

Despite the weightage
being broadly stable, such
index rejigs trigger short-term
pressure on the market as glo-
bal investors rebalance their
portfolios based on the
changes. The MSCI Global
Standard index is abenchmark
that is tracked by global inves-
tors, and thus inclusions and
exclusions can lead to a sharp
change in flows.

In the latest set of changes,
the likes of Federal Bank, Multi
Commodity Exchange of
India, National Aluminium,
and Indian Bank were added to
the Global Standard index,
while Hyundai Motor India,
Jubilant Foodworks, Kalyan
Jewellers, and Rail Vikas
Nigam were chopped off.

According to Nuvama
Quantitative and Alternative
Research, the excluded stocks

e BALANCINGACT

INDIA’'S WEIGHTAGE on the
marquee global index fell margin-
allyto12.3% from12.4% earlier

as the changes took effect

DESPITE THE weightage being
broadly stable, such index rejigs
trigger short-term pressure on
the market as global investors
rebalance their portfolios

THE MSCI Global Standard index
isa benchmark thatis tracked by
globalinvestors, and thus
inclusions and exclusions can
lead to a sharp change in flows
.|

are expected to trigger passive
outflows between $136 million
and $281 million, while the in-
clusions are seen attracting in-
flows between $209 million
and $491 million.

According to IIFL Finance,
27 stocks are expected to see
outflows of up to $20 million,
16 stocks may witness outflows
between $30 million-$50 mil-
lion, and 8 stocks may see out-
flows between $50 million-$80
million.

“The MSCI rebalancing is
expected to generate signifi-
cant trading activity during the
closing auction session. Inves-

tors should expect elevated vol-
umes and sharp price move-
mentsinstocks affected by the
index changes,” the firm said.

Asthese changes cameinto
effect, the BSE’s Sensex index,
which was down around 0.4%
or 338.66 points, tanked 843
points duringa10-minute win-
dow to eventually end the
session down 1,092.05 points or
1.4% at 74,775.74.

The NSE’s Nifty 50 index
also saw a similar slump, end-
ing the session down 1.5% at
23,547.75.

“The pressure intensified
during the final hours of trade
after the MSCI Global Standard
Index rebalancing came into
effect, triggering heightened
volatility in select stocks amid
expected passive fund flow ad-
justments and portfolio rebal-
ancingactivity,” said Siddharth
Khemka, head of research of
wealth management at Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.

Among other changes, big
names such as Hindustan Uni-
lever, Bajaj Finance, and TCS
saw their weightages trimmed
on the Global Standard index.
These stocks could see passive
outflows between $140 million
and $204 million, according to
ITFL Capital.

FULLREPORTON
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trolling frauds in digital pay-
ment transactions, the RBI An-
nual Report said.

The proposal for a ‘kill
switch’ — being examined by
the government and the RBI —
envisages, among
other possibilities, an
emergency button in-
tegrated into payment
applications of
lenders that could in-
stantly freeze all banking oper-
ations when a user suspects
they are being targeted by
fraudsters.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Bank fraud nos
down; amount
up46% inFY26

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, May 29

THE AMOUNT involved in
fraud cases reported by the
banking sector shot up by 46%
to Rs 48,021 crore during
FY2026 as against Rs 32,803
crore in the previous year.

However, the number of
fraud cases dipped to 10,114
from 23,722 a year ago, the Re-
serve Bank of India’s Annual
Report said.

Of this public sector banks
accounted for Rs 35,709 crorein
FY 26 as against Rs 23,617 crore
last year and private sector Rs
11,399 crore (Rs 8,927 crore), the
RBI said.

Data pertaining to FY26 in-
cludes fraud classification in
314 cases amounting to Rs
30,199 crore, pertaining to pre-
vious financial years, reported
afresh during the current finan-
cial year after re-examination
and ensuring compliance with
the judgement of the Supreme
Court, dated March 27,2023, the
RBI said.

Amount involved in ad-
vances of banks shot up to
Rs 40,774 crore in 8,640 fraud
cases as against Rs 30,367 crore
(7924 cases) in the previous fi-
nancial year.

“Frauds reported in a year
could have occurred several
years prior to the year of repor-
ting,” the central bank said.

FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Govt dials fund managers
for gig workers’ safety net

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, May 29

THE CENTRAL government is
consulting fund managers to
bring social security schemes
for gigworkers, alabour minis-
try official said on Friday, about
a month after several parts of
north India witnessed protests
demanding a minimum wage
while citing rapidly rising cost
ofliving.

“A huge part of our work-
force isnow getting absorbed in
the gig and platform economy,
and the potential is immense.
Today, around 1 crore workers
are employed in this sector, and
the potential istoreach around
2.5 crore workers by the end of
the decade. The government is
focusing more towards this sec-
tor,” Ashutosh AT Pednekar,
Joint Secretary and Director
General (Labour Welfare), said.

He said that the govern-
ment is in the process of oper-
ationalising various social se-
curity schemes related to
accident and maternity for
platform workers.

“We are in the process of
creating various schemes and
engaging with several fund
managers to ensure the
schemes are operationalised,”
Pednekar said.

He also said that the Code
on Social Security rules under
the new labour code has al-
ready been notified on May 8.

“We are in the process of op-
erationalising the Code, based
on the rules through various
mechanisms like the National
Social Security Board for gig
and platform workers, which s
being operationalised. The
board will look at unorganised
workers,” he said.

According to Eternal’s (Zo-
mato and Blinkit’s parent com-
pany) Q3FY25 shareholder

*DRYINGFINANCIALFLOWSINTOINDIA

Net financial account flows under FDI, FPl and other banking and currency categories have all dried up. And it all
started well before the war in West Asia disrupted the crude oil flow. According to ANZ Research, tight global
financial conditions and concentrated global growth driven by the technology supercycle led to India’s current

balance of payments stress.
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FPIs sell $3.45 bn of equities in May

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, May 29

GEOPOLITICAL TENSIONS
and lingering uncertainty over
a possible peace agreement
between the US and Iran
muted investor sentiment to-
wards emerging markets, in-
cludingIndia, even ascrudeoil
prices continuingto hover near
the $100-a-barrel mark.
Foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) sold Indian shares worth

around $3.45billion duringthe
month of May, extending the
trend of capital outflows, but
the pace of share sales slowed
compared to the previous two
months.

According to National Se-
curities Depository Ltd (NSDL)
data, thiswas much lower than
the $6.47 billion and $12.72 bil-
lion worth of Indian stocks
they had dumped in the pre-
vious two months, with most of
the challenges caused by the

West Asia war already largely
factored into the markets by in-
vestors. Meanwhile, IT stocks
gained on Al-related opti-
mism.

The pace of the selloff by
FPIs slowed down as the
month progressed, with inves-
tors now increasingly getting
used to the constant news flow
out of West Asia, with the focus
now also on corporate earn-
ings. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM |

e UNCERTAINWAGES

ETERNAL'S Q3FY25 share-
holder letter says that average
monthly earnings for delivery
workers of Zomato and Blinkit —
who logged in at least eight hours
adayand 26 days amonth —
were Rs 27,726 in 2024, excluding
fuel costs (whichis a big expense
for workers)

HOWEVER, ETERNAL’S then-
CEO Deepindir Goyal had said
thatin 2025, the average delivery
worker on Zomato worked just 38
daysinthe yearand 7 hours per
working day. Though he said that

it reflects the gig-style nature of
the job, workers say that those
types of average earnings are
only possible when they do
10-14-hour shifts

letter, average monthly earn-
ings for delivery workers of Zo-
mato and Blinkit who logged in
atleasteight hoursadayand 26
days a month were Rs 27,726 in
2024, excluding fuel costs
(which is a big expense for
workers who drive hundreds of
kilometres a day).

However, Eternal’s then-
CEO Deepinder Goyal had said
that in 2025, the average de-
livery worker on Zomato
worked just 38 days in the year
and 7 hours per working day.

Though he said that reflects
the gig-style nature of the job,
workers say that those types of
average earnings are only poss-
ible when they do 10-14-hour
shifts. Besides, much of the
earnings are tied to incentives
that companies offer workers
for meeting certain targetsona
given day.

In the case of platforms like
Zomato and Swiggy, for in-
stance, that means completing
a set number of deliveries in a
scheduled amount of time,
without rejecting a single order.

One cancellation makes
workers ineligible for any in-

centive, irrespective of the
number of hours they put in.
Platforms like Swiggy also de-
duct worker earnings for reject-
ing orders, this paper had ear-
lier reported.

About the e-Shram portal,
Pednekar said that it already
hasthe database of aggregators
and “we can understand, on a
real-time basis, the benefits
which the worker can or has
availed”.

“Just like the UPI and Aad-
haar changed the digital land-
scapeinIndia, the e-Shramhas
the potential of changing the
way the benefits are given to
workers, along with the port-
ability of benefits, which is a
challenge worldwide, includ-
ing India,” he said. Workers’
protests in Noida turned viol-
ent in April with clashes with
police and torching of vehicles.

Since the start of this year,
workers’ protests have been
going on acrossindustrial hubs,
even before the energy crisis
deepened after the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz.

FULLREPORTON
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Central Bank
pays 6% interim
dividend

Mumbai: Central Bank of
India has paid the 4th
interim dividend of 6% for
FY2025-26. With this, the
bank’s cumulative interim
dividends declared stands
at12% includinginterim
dividends aggregating to
6% declared for the first
three quarters. ENS

Govtamends
CSR norms,
provides more
leeway for cos

New Delhi: In asignificant
move, the government has
allowed companies to

* MARKETS

investup to10% of their
CSR fundsin zero coupon
zero principal instruments
issued by not for profit or-
ganisations through asocial
stock exchange. PTI

IndiGo mulls
hedging fuel
costs after loss

New Delhi: IndiGo said it
will consider hedging fuel
costs to protect margins
after postinga quarterly
loss on Friday, as soaring
crude prices driven by the
Iran war have pushed upjet
fuel prices and squeezed
airlines globally. Jet fuel is
typically the largest
expense for airlines world-
wide, and sharp price
swings can erode profitabil-
ity for carriers. REUTERS
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e THE SAN FRANCISCO-BASED COMPANY WAS VALUED AT $380 BILLION AS RECENTLY AS FEBRUARY

How Anthropicleapfrogged arch rival OpenAl to $1 trillion valuation

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, May 29
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
(AI) startup Anthropic has
raised $65 billion in funding,
catapulting its valuation to
within touching distance of the
coveted $1 trillion mark, and
making it the world’s most
valuable Al start-up —leapfrog-
ging arch rival OpenAl

The funding marks a dra-
matic rise for the San Fran-
cisco-based company, which
was valued at $380 billion as re-
cently as February. Anthropic’s
latest valuation now exceeds
that of rival OpenAl, which was
last valued at around $852 bil-
lion post-money following its
March fundraising.

While both companies de-
velop frontier Al models, their

strategies have diverged.
OpenAl has focused on con-
sumer adoption, building a
massive user base around
ChatGPT and expanding into
search, productivity and multi-
modal Al

Anthropic, founded by
former OpenAl executives, has
positioned Claude as an enter-
prise-first platform, with a
strong emphasis on coding,
business workflows and Al
safety. Claude has gained trac-
tion among software devel-
opers and large corporations,
helping Anthropic establish a
lucrative foothold in the enter-
prise market.

The latest valuation sug-
gestsinvestorsincreasingly be-
lieve Anthropic has taken the
lead in the commercial Al race.
Rapid enterprise adoption, ex-

o

Anthropic, founded by former OpenAl executives, has positioned
Claude as an enterprise-first platform. ReuTers

plosive revenue growth and
deep partnerships with cloud
providers such as Amazon have
helped the company close the
gapwith OpenAland, atleastin
valuation terms, move ahead of
the firm that sparked the gen-
erative Al boom.

The OpenAIvs
Anthropic rivalry

Like every era of technology
has produced key protagonists
— Apple vs Samsung, Boeing vs
Airbus, Windows vs MacOS —
OpenAl and Anthropic have
emerged as the two key com-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

panies in the Al space, amid
competition from the likes of
Google and Meta

Much of the competition be-
tween the two companies is pri-
marily afactor ofthe contrasting

curity at its core. In 2020, he left
OpenAl over differences about
the company’s approach to
safety. He, along with his sister
Daniela and a group of former
OpenAl employees, started An-

approach they have thropic a year later.
taken to AI develop- In a podcast in 2024,
ment, and the relation- Amodeisaidthatthereal
ship between founders PY reason for leaving
—OpenAl'sSamAltman OpenAl was that “itisin-
and Anthropic’s Dario credibly unproductiveto
Amodei. Before starting tryand argue with some-
Anthropicin2021,Amodeispent  oneelse’s vision.”

years working at OpenAl, where ]

heserved asits Vice Presidentof A Small circle

Research, and alsoled the devel-
opment of large language
modelslike GPT-2and GPT-3.As
he experienced AI’s ability to
scale exponentially, he began to
feel that development of the
technology had tobe done more
responsibly, with safety and se-

The connections between
the two companies are not
unique. As The Indian Express
recently explained, the world’s
most consequential artificial in-
telligence research is being con-
ducted by astrikingly small circle
of scientists who studied mostly

Kolkata

under the same mentors, taught
in the same rooms and kept re-
cruiting from each other’slabs.
After the e-commerce web-
site eBay acquired the fintech
company PayPalin 2002, a close-
knit group of former PayPal
founders and employees — that
included Peter Thiel, Elon Musk
and Reid Hoffman —wentonto
found or fund many of Silicon
Valley’s most influential com-
panies. Their ventures include
YouTube, LinkedIn, Tesla, Yelp,
SpaceX and Palantir. OpenAl
wasfounded by Elon Musk (who
later left the board), Altman, Ilya
Sutskever, Greg Brockman,
Wojciech Zaremba and John
Schulman. Thiel was the main
backer and mentor of Altman,
providing a large part of the $5
million that made up Altman’s
initial venture fund. When

OpenAl launched in 2015, Thiel
was one of the founding inves-
tors pledging $1 billion.

The most notable startups
founded by OpenAlI alumni in-
clude the San Francisco-based
Anthropic. It has rapidly grown
tobecome OpenAl'sbiggestrival.
Additionally, the themes central
to the divide between the com-
panies have also appeared within
OpenAlintherecent past.Itsco-
founder and chief scientist, Ilya
Sutskever, left OpenAl in May
2024 afterhe wasreportedly part
of a failed 2023 coup to replace
Altman, stemming from con-
cerns about safety in the devel-
opment of Al. However, OpenAl
employees rallied behind Alt-
man, leading to his reinstate-
ment.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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HISARTO

BERLIN

YOURFOOD

ISONITTS WAY

On the streets of the German capital is a familiar gig: Indians,
astride electric bikes, delivering food as they race against the
clock. With Germany emerging as a favoured destination for
young Indians, ADRIJA ROYCHOWDHURY on thejourney they
make — alife far away from home, with a career pitstop as a
fahrer (driver) or kurier (courier)

T 11, Mihir hurriedly drinks his

morning cup of chai and lines

up three mobile phonesin front

of him. The first has the Uber

atsapp open, the second Wolt

and the third Lieferando, the only platform
where he is legally employed as a food de-
livery worker. The sunlight, soft and unfil-
tered, bounces off his apartment walls,
though alingering chill remains. “Aajnahin
banegi order (It is not the best day to get
orders),” he says, looking out of the window.

The two years that he has spent in Ger-
many hasn’t softened the Haryanvi in his
Hindi and he has been making do with
rudimentary German, but he already con-
siders himself a Berliner. “There is some-
thing about Berlin. I feel free...,” says Mihir.

The 25-year-old, who arrived in Ger-
many in May 2024, recently completed a
Master’sdegree in tourism and hospitality
from a private university in Berlin and is
currently on ajob-seeker visa. But that was
simply a route he took. All he wanted was
towork in Germany.

Since August 2024 last year, he hasbeen
workingasafahrer (rider) or kurier (courier),
as delivery workers are called in Germany.

As Germany’s platform economy ex-
pands, migrant workers have become its
most visible workforce, with Indians and
other South Asians prominent in food-de-
livery jobs in cities such as Berlin.

On aweekday afternoon, many of them
turn up at the bustling Simon-Dach-Straf3e,
the central Berlin street that’s lined with
cafés, bakeries and brunch spots. As they
sit astride their electric bikes, waiting for
orders, some thumb through their phones,
others trade jokes and swap stories of their
day on the road.

While there is no official data on Indians
as gig workers in Germany, Aju John, a Ber-
lin-based lawyer who researches migration
and platform economies, says, “One can be
certain that more than 90% of the food de-
livery workersin Berlin atleast are recent mi-
grants. Of that, 50% are Indians and another
25-30% Bangladeshis or Pakistanis,” he says.

This way to Berlin

While the conservative Christian Demo-
cratic Union government under Friedrich
Merz hassteered Germany away fromits tra-
ditional “open door” stance towards migra-
tion, it has simultaneously worked to pro-
mote legal immigration in a bid to address
labour shortagesin sectorssuch aslogistics,
hospitality, healthcare and engineering,.

Programmes such as the Opportunity
Card, or Chancenkarte, which allows non-
European Union job seekers to live in Ger-
many for up to a year while searching for
employment, have made Germany access-
ible to young migrants from India.

The number of Indians in Germany has
gone up from 86,000 in 2015 to 280,000 in
the beginning of 2025. According to a state-
ment by DAAD, the German organisation
thatsupportsacademic exchange, asof 2025,
Indian students (49483 of them in 2024-25,
up from 20,819 in 2018-19) were the largest
international community in the country.

Like Mihir, many choose the student
route to enter Germany’s labour market.
Unlike countries such as the US or UK,
where international education often
requires high tuition fees and expensive pri-
vate universities, Germany’s public univer-
sities chargelittle or no tuition fees even for
foreign students. But they have stringent
entry requirements and so, many enrol in
the newer private universities, some of
which operate in aloosely regulated space.

Germany’s relatively easier post-study
work options help too. International stu-
dents are allowed to work part-time for up
to 20 hours a weeks.

49,483

INDIAN STUDENTS
INGERMANY IN
2024-25,UP FROM
20,819IN 2018-19

WHAT
ATTRACTS
INDIANSTO
GERMANY

Easier and quicker

visa processing
when compared to
Canada, USA, Austra-
liaand the UK

Requirements for

German lan-
guage proficiency
arerelaxed when
compared to other
non-English speak-
ing countries

Stronger labour

laws in Germany
resultin better la-
bour regulations for
gig workers. For
example, adirectly
employed, full-time
deliveryriderin Lie-
ferandois entitled to
an hourly minimum
wage of €13.90 per
hour, employee
benefits such as sick
leaves, paid vacation
etc. That, however, is
changing as plat-
forms move tothe
subcontractor model

Several provi-

sions exist for
paid jobs on a stu-
dent visa. Interna-
tional students, en-
titled towork 20
hours per week, can
do ‘mini job’, ‘midi
job’, part-time em-
ployment, student or
research assistant
jobs, or paid intern-
ships. After comple-
tion of studies, the
student can apply for
aone-year job-
seeker visa to look
forjobs

Arecent spree of

agreements be-
tween India and Ger-
many aimstoin-
crease the mobility
of skilled migrants
through legal mech-
anisms

As is apparent on the streets of Berlin,
many of them start with gig work.

Patrick Feuerstein, co-principal inves-
tigator at Fairwork Germany, a global initi-
ative studying the working conditions on
digital labour platforms, says, “Most of the
riders are young, tech savvy, need the
money, and are flexible. There seems to be
alot of body referral going on, with people
from the same communities referring their
friends and family to the jobs.”

‘There are so many rules’

The son of a farmer, Mihir decided to
move outofhisvillage Chuli Khurd, in Hisar
district, after the Agnipath schemedisrupted
his dreams of joining the Army. “I thought,
if T have to do dehadi mazdoori (daily-wage
labour), Imightaswelldoitabroad,” hesays,
looking out of the window at the East Berlin
street below. He shares the two-room apart-
ment with four men from Hisar.

His initial choices were Australia, Ca-
nada and the UK, but his agent suggested
Germany.

In February 2024, Mihir received his ac-
ceptance letter from Berlin School of Busi-
nessand Innovation (BSBI), a private univer-
sity in Berlin. He paid around Rs 25,000 to
the agent and applied for a bank loan of
Rs 15 1akh to pay the university fees. The
agent, he says, convinced him there was no
need to know German.

Within 15 days of arriving in Germany,
hegot hisfirstjob—asacleaner with a Ber-
lin-based online platform. Since classes
were held only thrice aweek, he would fre-
quently head out in the middle of college
hours to attend to his work shifts.

In August 2024, he applied to Liefer-
ando towork as a delivery worker. Luckily
for him, knowledge of German was not a
requirement; he only needed to know how
to ride a bike. A quick phone interview
later, he had thejob. Helater picked upjobs
with Uber Eats and Wolt, and now earns
about€2,500 amonth if he works for eight
hours all seven days a week.

Like Mihir, Tajinder Singh, 30, from
Chandigarh, came to Berlin to study Matr-
keting at Arden University, the Berlin cam-
pus of a private UK university. Soon after
reachingBerlin, hejoined Amazon asade-
livery worker to manage his living ex-
penses. A year later, he joined Lieferando.
He now has six months left on his job-
seeker visa.

Tajinder says most Indian students
prefer delivery jobs because they are
“stress-free” and “flexible”. “In most other
jobs, you need to know German, but here,
you just hand over the packet, nod, at the
most say bitte schon (you are welcome) and
leave,” he says.

Soon after landing in Berlin in May
2024, Mihir moved into a student accom-
modation. Very quickly, he found himself
overwhelmed by the sheer number of rules.
“There are rules for walking, talking, living,
and even breathing, I realised,” he says.

It was especially tough to speak softly.
“India mein, apneghar mein kuch bhikaro,
no problem (Back home, you can do what-
ever). Buthere, especially after 10 pm, there
must be pin drop silence. On most days, I
come home late after work and can’t even
cook in a pressure cooker. The neighbours
would call the police if the whistle went off
at that hour,” Mihir says.

Sticking to the right-lane while on his
bike to deliver orders was tricky, too. “It’s
just the opposite of what it is at home,” he
says. He would frequently slip into the
wrong lane, inviting angry stares.

During the winter months, ridingon the
snow-covered streets of Berlin was tough
and he would often slip. “NowIam used to
it. I can get from one end of the city to
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An estimated 90% of the food delivery workers are migrants, with Indians a significant part of the workforce. Abria RoYCHOWDHURY

another in less than an hour,” he says.

Mihir says he still trips over the German
names of streets. “I only know the main
roads that lead out from my home. For the
rest, there’s Google Maps.”

A shorter route: Subcontractors

At 2.10 pm, Mihir’s phone rings out
sharply. He finally had the first order of the
day from Wolt. These orders are critical. On
Uber Eats and Wolt, where he works through
subcontractors, he is paid per delivery.

Over the last few decades, a number of
sectors in Germany, from construction to
logistics and delivery, which rely largely on
migrant labour, have adopted the subcon-
tractor route to hire workers.

There have been allegations of hirings
that circumvent German laws on minimum
wages, with the subcontractors paying per
delivery and demanding a payment from
the workers to get them on board. Besides,
there is little job security. Mihir says that a
few months ago, when he visited India for
40 days, helost his Uber Eats gigthough he
had paid the subcontractors€600 euros for
the job. Since then, he has been using his
friend’s ID to work on Uber Eats.

A 38-year-old from Chandigarh saysthe

By 10 pm, Mihir has
completed six orders. After
deductions, heis left with
under€50. “Sometimes I
don’tget asingleorder”

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

subcontractor he worked with mostly hired
delivery workers through ‘mini job’
contracts — a part-time job provision that
allows students to earn a tax-free income
up to €603. “But the riders would often
work full time, and the remaining income
is paid in cash. It is a blatant misuse of the
student visa,” he says.

At Lieferando, where Mihir is a direct
employee, he gets the minimum wage of
€13.90 per hour, is not allowed to work for
more than 20 hours aweek as mandated by
his student visa, and gets other employee
benefits such as sick leaves, and medical
aid. But the amount wasn’t enough for him
to pay off his student loan and he needed
tosend money backhome, sohesigned up
with subcontractors of Wolt and UberEats,
where he is paid per delivery.

Amrita Datta, a sociologist working on
Indian migrants in Germany, says the prob-
lem is not as much with gig work as with
the subcontracting model that often leaves
migrants vulnerable to exploitation.

Last year, Lieferando, which was the only
delivery app that had been hiring directly
until then, announced that they too were ex-
ploring the subcontracting route, sparking
protests from amongits workers’ collective.

Florian Anders, head of PR and com-
munications at Wolt, Germany, however,
said in an email interview that all delivery
riders, “whether directly employed or en-
gaged through partners... work under fair,
lawful, and transparent conditions.”

Andersinsisted that subcontractors are
expected to meet high standards and em-
ploy their couriers on a permanent basis,
treat them responsibly, and comply with
all legal requirements.

Uber’s Mobility Communications Lead,
DACH, Maja Ruhbach, said all their de-
liveries are handled by third-party fleet
partners. “While these fleet partners act as
independent employers... we contractually
obligate them to comply strictly with all
German labor laws, including mandatory
social security contributions and the pay-
ment of the statutory minimum wage.”

Emails sent by The Indian Express to
the press office at Lieferando and the Fed-
eral Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs
went unanswered.

A 38-year-old Indian working with Lie-
ferando says workers exploiting German
labour regulations may have pushed firms
to adopt the subcontracting route. “Riders
would log in during their shift times but not
step out to do the deliveries. Since the la-

Kolkata

bour rules ensured they would be paid on
a per hour basis regardless of the number
of deliveries, they made the most of the sys-
tem. Ultimately, the platforms turned to
hiring indirectly through subcontractors.”

Between two worlds

It’s 2:30 pm by the time Mihir reaches
the restaurant to pick up his first order of
the day. Heis already behind schedule. He
pedals hard for the next five or six kilo-
meters, reaching the neighbourhood of
Neukolln in southeast Berlin in 20 minutes.

He walks up to the apartment gate
where the customer is waiting for the order.
He is nearly half an hour late. Mihir apolo-
gises, the customer shrugsto sayit’s alright.

“This is the big difference between
India and Germany,” he says. “People are
polite here. They say ‘please’, ‘thank you'.
They even apologise if I have to climb up
too many stairs to deliver the order.” In
Hisar, where he worked with a food de-
livery platform for a week, “people would
refuse to pay if the order reached them a bit
late.Iearned lessthan Rs 2,000 in an entire
week, and ended up paying over Rs S00
from my pocket for fuel.”

Mihir gets two more orders, both on the
outskirts of West Berlin. By now, his bike’s
battery indicator is flashinglow and he de-
cides to go home to recharge it.

After a couple of hours, he steps out
again. It’s a sunny spring day and most
people are out on the roads. “This is a bad
season for food deliveries. Winters are the
best,” he says, talking about a bitingly cold
January day, when he made his highest
single-day earnings of €250, working for 12
hours straight.

Today is different. By 10 pm, he has
completed six orders. After deductions, he
is left with under €50. “Sometimes I don’t
get asingle order,” he says.

Those days are the hardest. Yet, returning
to India is not an option he considers. “The
delivery work isjust a temporary job. Some-
day, I'll be a chef at a restaurant,” he says.

The next morning, at 11 am, Mihir is
ready with his three phones, scanning for
orders. Outside, the air is colder. “Perhaps
today will be better,” he says.

Names of delivery workers have been changed
to protect their identities

(The writer, Head of Research at
indianexpress.com, is in Germany for a
journalist-in-residence fellowship at the Max
Planck Institute for the History of Science)
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Shubhra Gupta

NDER ITS deceptively calm

surface, there’s a lot going on

in Tribeny Rai’s assured

debut, Shape Of Momo. Based

onRai’s own experiences, the
film assimilates several themes — search
of self, the definition of home, gender roles,
family ties — in a film which has the cour-
age toback alead character who refuses to
conform, or to be likeable.

While the other themes are familiar, the
creation of Bishnu — stubborn and soft at
the same time — breaks free from the good
girl trap that most female characters find
themselves confined in, in our mainstream
cinema. Only recently have we had char-
acters (VarshaBharath’s Bad Girl) that have
broken free and in turn allowed the films
to chart unexplored territories.

Played by Gaumaya Gurung, who bears
a startling resemblance to the director,
Bishnu isthekind of girl whose headstrong
behaviour drives her mother (Pashupati
Rai) and her visiting pregnant sister
(Shyama Shree Sherpa) up the wall. Having
returned to her native Sikkim village from
Delhi, where one of her poems in ‘English’
hasbeen published, noless, in a newspapet,
Bishnu will now be matched suitably, get
married, and make perfectly shaped
momos, the acme of all accomplishment.

Wait. Scratch that. Bishnu will have no-
thing to do with shapely momos, even if
that means turning her back on her person-
able suitor (Rahul Mukhia). She will, in-
stead, daydream by a running stream,
curled up much like a human momao, be
vocal about wanting to turn their large
home nestled inameadow into a homestay
(there’s a snarky line about ‘picturesque
homestays’ which makes you smile), and
lift a heavy gas cylinder by herself, much to
her mother’s horror. It’s bad enough that
the father, the strong male protector, is no
more; Bishnu, striding about in shapeless
fleece jackets and pants, is beyond.

Aninteresting thread israised, asthe in-
sider-outsider debate rages in the North-
East, when a working-class family unit
which has lived in their outhouse is asked
to leave: a woman whose husband is away
earning money for the family, who is also
in charge of a sick daughter, and a muti-
nous teenage son who resents Bishnu’s

g o [F L

The Artof Not Fitting In

high-handed ways, refusing to be mollified
by agift of apples. They have gone to Nepal,
we are told. A break-in, never explained, be-
comes enough reason for the local cops to
roll up agroup of men, who may or may not
have had anything to do with it. While
never making it explicit, the film taps into
the rise of suspicion and distrust, mirroring
current political realities, among people
who’ve lived peaceably all these years.
The inclusion of a grandmother makes
it a family of four women, who feel the ab-
sence of men in different ways: the

The Sates and the Sound

Shalini Langer

PARAPHRASING BILLY Joel’s Piano Man,
if youall in the mood for a melody, this film
has got you feelin’ alright.

Seemingly discordant storylines are
strung together into a pleasing whole by di-
rector-co-writer Daniel Roher (who won an
Oscar for hisdocumentary, Navalny),largely
due to the effortless charm of its cast.

Leo Woodallis Niki, a piano prodigy who
now tunes pianos for a living, having devel-
oped ahearing condition that has
left him allergic to loud sounds. TUNER
Two years of therapy, of being
keptinadarkroom, meanshecan
justabout get around the world of
noise via ear plugs and noise-cut-
ting headphones.

Roher

%k k)

DIRECTOR: Daniel

CAST: Leo Woodall,
Dustin Hoffman,

earn her a place with her favourite maestro
(Jean Reno in a brief role). Ruthie and Niki
meet over a piano repair session and sparks
fly — as do keys and notes — in an effective
meet-cute.

If the keyboard instrument ties together
thisstrand, itisNiki’s hearing condition that
puts him in the path of Uri (Lior Raz, of
Fauda). Thelatter runs acompany that pro-
vides hi-tech security to rich clients, which
healsousestosteal things here and there that
thewealthy don’t miss. Itis “The Law of Dim-
inishing Marginal Reality’, Uri
and his gang explain to Niki, with
different things meaning differ-
ent things depending on one’s
class. Since Niki issensitive tothe
slightest sounds, he can figure out
howtoopenlocks of safes, turning

Dustin Hoffman is Harry, a : the knob this way and that.
piano player of some reputeand ~ 1avanaRoseLiu, When the worlds of the piano
a friend of Niki’s late dad, who [?c;’ragazeldsmh’ players and the robber gangs

runs the piano tuning and fixing
company where Niki works. The
film begins with their effortless banter as
Harry trades his wisdom and tricks with his
beloved Niki, and tries to evade the sharp
eyes of his wife Marla (the unmissable
Tovah Feldshuh) who isworried for his fail-
ing health.

HavanaRose Liuis Ruthie, a pianist train-
ing to be a composer and hoping that the
piece sheis preparing for her graduation will

meet, asthey shall invariably, the
clash is not as loud as one would
expect. Niki’s hearing condition provides a
convenient plot interlude more than once;
atothertimes, the film fallsback on sheerin-
congruity; the redistribution of wealth logic
tojustify the robberies is also a stretch.
“Tuninga pianoislike creating harmony
out of chaos,” says Niki. Some keys remain
out of tune, but Tuner manages more har-
mony than chaos.

A Roaring Good Time

Shubhra Gupta

[ HAD gone in with a degree of skepticism
into Return of the Jungle. The title itself
sounded generic, comingonthe
back of multiple Indian anima-
tion flicks, heavy on mythologi-
cal figures, blaring background
music, and an overarching
preaching-from-the-pulpit tone.

While the 93-minute Re-
turn of the Jungle is also dotted
with several ‘teachable’ mo-
ments, it never forgetstoaddin
the fun bits, and that’s where it
scores. OnceIgotdrawnin, it was clear that
the film has more than a few things going
for it. Playful animal characters, school
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Kumaresh

RETURN OF
THE JUNGLE

DIRECTOR: Vaibhav

CAST: Arav Bhatia,
Surendra Bhatia,
Manish Bhawan

kids who feel like they could exist out of the
frame, relatable ‘problems’ that feel like
they could be fixed, and, glory be, not a
single mythological figure lurking in the
jungle.

The parallels are drawn
neatly. In the Kendriya Vidya-
laya, where our characters
study (specificallyin class1V B,
nice touch) there’s your nice
young boy and his pals, facing
off a bully. A wise thatha
(grandfather) is roped in for ad-
vice, and practical help; said
grandpa does his job well by
coming up with a folk tale, the kind where
Goliaths defeat Davids.

A fancy dress competition blows up

SHAPE OF
MOMO

Yk k7
DIRECTOR:
Tribeny Rai

CAST: Gaumaya
Gurung, Shyama
Shree Sherpa,
Pashupati Rai, Rahul
Mukhia, Bhanu
Maya Rai

grandma, old and bedridden but still feisty,
waiting for her Dubai-based son, who
thinks a new iphone is a good enough re-
placement for his presence; the mother re-
membering her dead husband who would
tell off pesky intruders ; the sister having to
take permission for every small thingin her
marital home, with the husband presum-
ably happier being his mamma’s boy, and
Bishnu herself who likes the man willing to
give her space, but who would not accept-
able should he turn into an arbiter of the

shape of her momos.

‘Wishtul

Thinking

Shalini Langer

BOY LIKES girl. What next? A lot of
possible romances end right here. But what
happens when the shy boy gets one miracle
wish that can turn romance into a love
story?

A YouTuber on the road to fame after
Obsession wowed audiences at Toronto In-
ternational Film Festival, and got horror
impresario Jason Blum on board as execu-
tive producer, director Curry Barker is all
of 26. He is also the writer of this tragi-
comic horror film, with Cooper Tomlinson,
who plays one of the key characters, as his
long-time collaborator.

Barker taps right into Gen Z’s au cour-
ant crisis and places Obsession in the irres-
oluteterritory whereloveis an all-consum-
ing but never-consummate emotion.
Relationships are situationships, and situ-
ations are at the mercy of just too many
things. Commitment is a word — and
world —toolong.

Sowhen Bear (Michael Johnston) thinks
heis in love with Nikki (Inde Navarrette), a
friend and workmate, he doesn’t know what
tosay that won’t sound too needy or risk re-
jection. Even when she comesright outand
asks him, Bear hesitates, with each waiting
for the other to take the leap.

Could a ‘One Wish Willow’ that Bear has
chanced upon be the answer? The shop-
keeper who sells it to Bear suggests there
have been “complaints”, without specify-
ing what, but he decides to take a chance.

And, lo and behold, Nikki is what Bear
wished her to be — a girl who “loves me
more than anyone else in the whole world”.

Barker stages the transformation with
creepy effect as NikKki (a very impressive
Navarrette) changes into another beingal-
together — prone to standing in shadows
and silhouettes, and poppingup orlashing
out unexpectedly. Alotisleft unsaid but ef-
fectively and scarily implied in how Nikki
just stands in the corner of the room, or
speaks with just her eyes strategically lit, or
hasthe light-and-dark play across her face
suggesting a grotesqueness underneath.

OBSESSION
*okok

DIRECTOR: Curry
Barker

CAST: Michael
Johnston, Inde
Navarrette, Cooper
Tomlinson, Megan
Lawless

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

The fact that he could perhaps help her
in making those delectable edibles doesn’t
occur to her because the film refuses to box
her in. That her mother understands
Bishnu’sreluctancetogiveintotherelent-
less domesticity of perfectly shaped
momos is even more noteworthy, in a film
full of telling strokes and real perform-
ances, with only a few obvious strands. And
that’s clearly a scripting triumph: Rai has
co-written the film with Kislay (the director
of the terrific Aise Hee), creating a gentle,
felt tapestry of dreams and desires.

Bear (Johnston, effective), who is any-
way unsure about how much of Nikki’s
now obsessive feelings for him are organic,
grows more and more nervous. There is a
subversiveness here, about the male
partner in a toxic relationship being the
traumatised one, afraid tomove aninch or
leave the house without offering an expla-
nation.

The problem is that Barker doesn’t
know how to flesh this out into a feature-
length. Once the premiseis established, the
group of Bear and Nikki, and their friends
Ian (Cooper Tomlinson) and Sarah (Megan
Lawless), seem to go over the same lines
and scenarios again and again. A poor cat
is an unnecessary collateral.

It’s also preposterous that there is no
outside intervention by any party in a day
and age when one of Bear’s biggest fears is
that, despite all the evidence to the
contrary, Nikki would have an eager audi-
enceif she claims that he is “taking advan-
tage of her”.

Asthe elders in the room would say, be
careful what you wish for.

*STREAMING WATCHLIST

| ' TheFour

- SeasonsS2
NETFLIX

AFTERNICK (Steve
Carell)diesinacar
crash, his girlfriend
Ginny (Erika
Henningsen)

announces to Kate (TinaFey), Jack (Will Forte), Anne
(Kerri Kenney-Silver), Danny (Colman Domingo), and
Claude (Marco Calvani) that she’s pregnant with Nick’s
kid. Coming off a hard year, our group of friends carries
ontheirtradition of vacationingtogether, now with a
baby (and alittle baggage) in tow.

Jolly LLB 3

JIOHOTSTAR

ASJOLLY LLB3returns with another courtroom
drama, it shiftsits focus to farmers and theirland ac-
quisition inspired by the 2011 Bhatta-Parsaulland
protests. Jagdish ‘Jolly’ Tyagi (Arshad Warsi), takes
on aprobono case forawidowed woman whose
father-in-law died by suicide after hisland was
fraudulently stolen. Opposing him is Jagdishwar
‘Jolly’ Mishra (Akshay Kumar), an opportunistic law-
yer to help amajor industrialist’s project.

Onthe
Waterfront

NETFLIX

THIS 1954 American
crimedrama,
directed by Elia
Kazan and written
by Budd Schulberg,
isconsidered tobe
one of Marlon
Brando’sbiggest critical and commercial successes.
The cast features Karl Malden, Lee J Cobb, Rod Steiger,
Pat Henning and Eva Marie Saint. The score was
composed by Leonard Bernstein, his only original film
score. The movie is celebrated for Brando’s perform-
ance aswell aswinning eight Academy Awards.

Spider-Noir

PRIME VIDEO

MARKING A striking shift for the Spider-Man fran-
chise, Nicolas Cage’s Spider-Noirbrings a darker,
moodier and a noir-inspired take to the superhero
universe. Spider-Man Noir was already a distinctive
character — stylish, theatrical and deliberately out of
step with everyone around him. This version leans
into crime, mystery and ahero who has already been
carrying the weight of the mask for years.

A Good Girl’s Guide
to Murder S2

NETFLIX

TEEN SLEUTH Pippa Fitz-Amobi
has a new mystery to solve, along-
side Ravi Singh. It picksup inthe
aftermath of the pair solving
what happened to missing stu-
dent Andie Bell. They are joined
by new co-stars Misia Butler,
Eden HDavies and Jack Rowan
inthis adaptation of the
second bookin Holly Jackson’s
series, Good Girl, Bad Blood.
Pip and Raviaredrawntoa
new investigation when a cru-
cial witnessin a previous case,
goesmissing. ALAKA SAHANI

BTy POy,

B W%

into a battle between the bully and nice
boy. A cricket match, executed with im-
pressive detailing — someone clearly
knows their game — becomes another
round between the nice guys and the not-
so-nice ones. What'’s nice is that the scale
of the villainy — a Superman-like super-
herovsavery-green dinosaur — is playful

Bits of Panchatantra, bits of
Bollywood, and alot of fun,
Return Of The Jungleis a fun
desialternativetothe

and then the good guys win, which of
course they do, everyone, including the
bully boy, cheers.

What’s even more impressive is that the
team knows the ethos of the KVs well: the
kids are from different backgrounds and

Kolkata

religions, and it feels good to see the reflec-
tion of a composite India, featuring a
Rahul and an Ali among others, when so
much of it is being erased from main-
stream cinema.

It did strike me that the insistence on
creating confluence makes it problematic
to figure out exactly where the film, with
its efficient animation, is set: a house on
stilts, very North-East like, music from all
over, with the Tamilian thatha listening to
aSuprabhatam,adargah beingthe setting
of a predictable but rousing gawwali, plus
a lush jungle with cute critters winning
over a scary hunter. But you can safely ig-
nore such niceties, because overall, the
film stays light and entertaining, perfect
for the little ones.

Bits of Panchatantra, bits of Bolly-
wood, and a lot of fun, Return Of The
Jungleis a fun desi alternative to the Holly-
wood superheroes crowding our canvas.
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

T Sigfae fecarersre aufFastor geu (Reamrsr)
NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL

EASTERN RAILWAY

~~N E-TENDER NOTICE P Rt s f, S S S e Dot Wiat i oS Al B Hoer 1 ot i
SR : : < \ C oarah, wilding, near Howrah Railwa ign, Howrsh- rom Tenderers
; : 5. Divisional Eleclncal EnginesnTRS, °. HTAHIRET FATEE, 9RA THFR ’ having exparience of Emilar Mature of work a:ﬂrerulre:'. Financia capabiliies including
' ; - East EEHU_E!- Railway, Barauni on behalf S0 9001 Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan) tlmmill-ﬁ.ﬂz?stﬂr&d '.-.:I'h ilr:gzlliﬂl:GPWD-'EE En-'l'n.l'IE:::i- or any puzllﬂtzza'ﬁr ur;-:iurlahln;
- - - - of the President of India invites "Cpen” E- Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India ' T kk _ s
a . in - tender from the efigible and experienced AARFE AR, RAFeIEe / Manovikas Nagar, Secunderabad - 500 009 :rt::d"-' :;::;Igﬂ:;;wﬂ; E'“Iﬂ'ﬁmm:u“"::- 1;] E'T:“d:;ﬂ;-- 35_51‘]:5'??'1#39-
. # - i § 5 a 05, scription of work ;: Zone No, eneral Zone) under
f - { ] agencies or confractors for E-Tender GIHIY : 040-27751741-745, e 1. : 040-27750198 SHe : Nimhacademics@gmail.com, JSRATSE : niepid.nic.in g T EDE? e 135;';1 g }E_a 2
TIC AMAR —171*\]K ASAST | FCT DPEN KR _CT SN No. ELS_BJU_CABAC_4D. Particulars ADMISSION NOTIFICATION FOR THE YEAR 2026-27 ke et s e T s I T s T
SINGH 16 BN BSF are as under : NIEPID, Secunderabad and its Regional Centres located at Navi Mumbai, Noida, Kolkata & Composite Regional Bridge to Gumani {excluding Bonidanga Link Cabin} including Rajgram and Pakur
DAS KUMAR SINGH 1. Hame of the work with ite location * Centres at Davanagere, Rajnandgaon and Nellore invites applications for various Under Graduate/Post Graduate CQuarry. The work includes the General waork, Sanitary work. Wood wark, Colour
16 BN BSF 10.12.1957 - 16 BN BSF 16 BN BSF Annual Mainlenance Confract {AMC) of | and Diploma Courses in Special Education for the academic year 2026-27 as per the details given below:- wash/White wash etc. Under the jurisdiction of AEN/Rampurhat, Approx. Cost !
236(')0(? '119 492_ 30.05.1992 1} 05.01.1969 — | | 15.10.1969 — Electnc Loco Gab Roof Mounted AC Unitsof |~ | NIEPID, Secunderabad % 1,10,00.000/-. Earnest Money: # 2,20,000/- (2) E-Tender No.: 86_2026-27-Zone,
.05.199 30.05.1992 30.05.1992 3-phase loco (WAG-9WAP-T) of Elactric Post Graduate/Under Graduate Courses (Affiliated to Osmania University) dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No. 24 (Bridge Zone) under Sr
: SI.No. Name of the course No. of seats I 20 i : =
Director General and all Ranks of loco shed, BJU lnr;tudmg replacement of 1 Post Graduate Diploma in Early Intervention (PGDEI) 20 + 2 (EWS) DENM/HWH PE. 30.06.2027 Jursdiction from Km, 1/0 to Km, 86/0 on SBG Loop
Border Security Force remember its spares for & period of 02 Years., 2. Approx. 2. M.Ed.in Special Education (ID) 25 +2 (EWS) and 2 Bridges of Rampurhat-Dumka Section. Repairs & Maintenance work of varous
| gallant Jawans Head Constable Costofthe work : 261,57, 330,14 (Rupaes 3. B.Ed.in Special Education (ID) 30 + 3 (EWS) bridges under the |urisdiction of Sr. DEN/4/HWH, Approx. Cost
Amar Singh, Lance Naik A Sasi and | W0 Crore Sixly One Lakh Ninly Seven fbiploma Coureaa-B.Ed.SE (D) Middie Stage (ISITEP) 20 7 56,00,000/-. Earnest Money: 7 1,12.000/-. (3) E-Tender No.: B7_2026-27-Zone,
4 Constables Dipen Kr Das, Arun Thousand ThrEEl H””dr&d Eighty a”':! 5. Diploma in Education Special Education (IDD) 35 + 3 (EWS) dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone Mo. 48 (Bridge Zone) under Sr.
o Kumar Singh, Mohan Chavan and Fourteen Paise only). 3. Earnest Money : 6. Diploma in Early Childhood Special Education (ID) 30 DEN//MHWH PE. 30.06.2027 Jurisdiction from Km._ 88/0 to Km. 172/2 on SBG Loop
ke ! Satvir Yadav on their Balidan Diwas. E'ﬁd EDE;'EIJQEEI]EDE ‘i-.,l::;t:ea tl'::f of 5":"1 of ; B!S:gmg '2 ?ﬁ\%q::‘:osn'glnRLear:lagbigg‘(tei(l)r:]tt(elr?)Zetat'on (DISL) ?,8 and all Bridges of Rampurhat-Dumka Section. Repairs & Maintenance work of varous
CT MOHAN CT SATVIR |On this day, they sustained fatal IR ey M LR AT TV, U ' . in naian si u ' bridges under the |urisdiction of Sr. DEN/4/HWH. Approx. Cost :
FLo, ’ . bid meeting : NA. 6. Last Date & Time for NIEPID Regional Centre, Noida ' - ol LB I ) ! z
1%%/’13’%1;113 YADAV linjuries in an IED blast triggered by | [ F ST Vil s (ENREoE T * Diploma Courses 2 70,00,000/-, Earnest Money: T 1,40,000/-, (4) E-Tender No.: 88_2026-27-Zone,
01.06.1968 - 30.05-1967 - Ludhiana Punjab and made HTB- i ?.WEhEltE FI-HI'IHJLI!EI'S WhEI’E TE“*F NIEPID Regional Centre, Navi Mumbai I p |j| oS 3t oo F F ; F: : K :
30.05.1992 30.05.1992 Tt ’ ifice in the line of d document is available : https:!/ Post Graduate/Under Graduate Courses (Affiliated to University of Mumbai) AEN E':'!p_“' E. 0082027 Jurisaiction from Rim, 1/0 to (Ex, Knana) to Km. 86/0
ultimate sacri 1ce the line of duty. www.ireps.gov.in Detalled tender notics, 10. M.Ed.in Special Education (ID) 15+ 1 (EWS) The work includes the General work. Sanitary wark,, Wood work, Calour wash/\ihite
. HEADACONSTABLE " . CODIEIEEABI;E o eligibifly criteria and tender document can JBiploma CoursBe.sEd.In Special Education (ID) 20 + 2 (EWS) wash: gt under AEN/Bolpur Approx. Cost : T 1,20,00,000/-. Earnast I'hlfm_a-y:
= JAGDISH |"-‘ RA SING be:seen Irom abuve websits. Al 12. Diploma in Education Special Education (IDD) 35 + 3 (EWS) gt brthlpie s g b s el s
. o CHANDER __“| 12 BN BSF mmggnﬂum witll b u;-k,‘.IFJIﬂEd on wabsite i 13. Diploma in Early Childhood Special Education (ID) 30 of work ;: Zone No. 26 (General Zone) under AEMN/Rampurhat, PE, 3006 2027
|| 12 BN BSF (S 13.05.1967 - required, 14. Diploma in Vocational Rehabilitation (ID) 30 Jurisdiction from Rampurhat {including Yard) to Dumka. The work inclisdes the General
.';[[ { 02.07.1965 — |.!I }E 30.05.2002 Sr. Divisional Electrical EngineerTRS, ';IE':I(? Rc?glctmlal‘Jl %e“tgs }§°|ktat‘(i: Affiliated to West B | State Uni " wark, Sanitary work, Wood work, Colour wash/\iWhite wash, etc, under AEN/Rampurhat
! D 30.05.2002 ) East Central Railway, Barauni e e o et Easatan (o0 (o West Bengal State University), cws) Approx, Cest : ¢ 75,00,000/-, Earnest Meney: 2 1.50,000/-. (6) E-Tender No.:
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its PRIO303/ELS/BJUIDRMITRSTI26-27/40 16. B.Ed.in Special Education (ID) 30+ 3 (EWS) 90_2026-27-Zone, dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No, 27 (General
gallant Jawans Head Constable Jagdish Chander and Constable Pradeep " Diploma Courses . . . Zone) under AENRampurhat, PE. 30.06.2027 Jurisdiction from 86/0 to Km 1350
Singh heir Balidan Di On this d h ined fatal bull 17 Diploma in Education Special Education (IDD) 35 +3 (EWS) Including all Stations, Calony and all Service Bulldings, various streclures Trom
Ingh on their Balidan Diwas. On this day, they sustained fatal bullet 18. Diploma in Vocational Rehabilitation (ID) 30 ' '
injuries, while fighting with militants in area of CI Post Thuru, Jammu sz, SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY CRC, Nellore, Andhra Pradesh State Rampurhat to Bansloi Bridge. The work includes the General work, Sanitary work,
and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. A FE‘LT:;:;’L'&%‘TE:‘:P * Diploma Courses Wood work, Colour wash™White wash etc. under the jurisdiction of AEN/Rampurhat
. ol 5.C Ratlway can ba saen on aur 19. Dlploma in Education SpeCial Education (Hl) 35 A _Cast: T 115 00000~ E tM C 00 Oo0i-. (7Y E-Tand M.
CONSTABLE Dlrectpr General and all Rank§ of Border b e ey el b il 20. Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpretation (DISLI) 30 pprox. Cos . : mnast Monsy ; {7} E-Tender No
SRIPADA DERB |Security Force remember its gallant m CRC, Davangere, Karnataka State 91_2026-27-Zone, dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No. 36 (Road
59 BN BSF |[Jawan Constable Sripada Deb on his E * Diploma Courses Zone-LC gates and station approach road etc.} under AENRPH under the jursdiction
08.02.1967 — |Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained On behalt of the President of 2 21. Diploma in Education Special Education (HI) 35 of Sr. DEN/&HWH, [Description: Overall percentage above/below/at par over the
He B fatal bullet injuri hile fighti ith India Sr. Divisional Signal & 22. Diploma in Education Special Education (IDD) 35 o ¢ F 4 !
30.05.1990 |fatal bullet injuries while fighting wit £, SN 23 Diploma in Indian Sign Language Interpretation (DISLI) 30 rates of CPWD-DSR-2023 tems of Engineering Department on ail chaplers with up
- - Telecom Enginestr, ' : P : gn Languag P ; g :
miscreants in area of BOP Patharghate, o d Divicl 5 CRC, Rajnandgaon, Chattisgarh State to date carrection slips ete. [Value Rs. 75,00,000.00] NOTE; 1. The tendarer is 10
West Bengal and made ultimate sacrifice EEEI:H?EFTF:& r;ﬁlﬂﬂ;j DI:IUtE * Diploma Courses _ ' . ' quote only one rata against the lender. The adverlised value is the deparimental
n the line of duty. ' inirl-:;i ﬂslam:aréﬂdz?’:n ff} :E Iﬁa gg B:S:gmg :2 Fnccj:ilijacr?tlsczgnsfgﬁéadaijiu%atg(r)grgtg?gn (DISLI) gg assessad value. 2. The deparimenial assessed valuedadvertisad value has bean
CONSTABLE Dlrectf)r General and all Rank§ of Border following works through * NOTE: All the Diploma Level Courses are affiliated to RCI, New Delhi for which the admisison schedule is yet to be chalked out considering al par with the basic cost of CRWD-DSR-2023 ftems. This
- SUKH RAM |Security Force remember 1ts gal.lant o Prestiracrant e Tardus issued by RCI. Please visit website www.rehabcouncil.nic.in & www.niepid.nic.in for further updates. denctes that no escalation over the basic cost has been considered in firming up the
a"._". BISHNOI ngan (;onstabl'(e Sukh Ram .B1shn01 on S N Tend N ﬂ. - For further details about detailed Notification, Application form for UG/PG Courses, prospectus, Eligibility Criteria, assesaed cost for the instant tender. 3. For firming up the assessed costfadvariised
) 81 BN BSF his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he - No. 1, Tender 0. & Date: Fee details and important dates, please visit Institute's website: www.niepid.nic.in_and Osmania University website cost of this zonal tender, contnbution of i) Earth Wark - 4% in chapter no. 2. iy Mortar
- sustained fatal bullet injuries durine a C_5G_36_605 Dt:29/05/20286, www.ouadmissions.com. Last date for submission of applications is 06.07.2026 & 15.07.2026 (with late fee).
08.07.1974 - L ijurie & Closing dt: 19/06/2026, Name of - 2% in chapter no. 3, Hi} Concrete Wark - 4% in chapter no, 4, Iv) Mascnary work -
, | 30.05.1996 jg:;{ﬂteiitlerror operatllcj)ndm S}?ngg.ar area, the work: 1.8 ilg naling 4% In chapter no. &, v) Steel Work- 5% In chapler no. 10, i} Dismantling and
92 Base hospital, Srinagar and later succumbed to his injuries at arrangements at proposed DIRECTOR, NIEPID Demalishing- 1% in chapler no. 15, vil) Road Work- 50% only 4. During executicn.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Veer Balidani Lance Veer Balidani

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to six bravehearts of 38
Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while bravely countering an
ambush by terrorists during an area domination patrol at Mehmoodpur
village, Tarn Taran, Punjab on 30 May 1989. #CRPF salutes the
bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay

Veer Balidani

Maoist during an area domination
patrol at Majhar Parakate Kalyan
market, district Dantewada, Chhattisgarh on 30 May 2008. #CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP)

30-05-2008

development of PORS siding at
Yelgur (YGL) station 2. KZJ-KI;
Telecom arrangemehnts in

PNDF station under ADEN.MDR
sub-division. {FH 3100, IRFSM 1D:

For further details visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in; Bid security/
EMD to be paid as per GCC 2022

Sr. Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer/
Secunderabad

Tender Notice No.09/2026

The following tenders have been
floated online. Tenders are
requesied to visil the website
www.ireps.gov.in and submit their
affers online. The Tendear
Descrption, Qy, EMD, SD may be
=een in website. Offers submitted
manually will nol be accepied.
Qffers by post will not be
entertained. Tender closing time s
14.30 hrs of the due date of the

Online Agplications are inwted for following contractual Teaching post

Following a-Tanders ane invited onling by Dhasional Railway Manages. Eastaan Railway,
Howrah, ORM Euilding, near Howrah Railway Station, Howrah-7 11101 from Tenderers
having experience of Similar Mature of work and required Financial capabilities incloding
thoss Registered with Imgaton/CEWIISER/MES or any public sector undertaking
for the following work | Sr. DEN/3/Howrah, (1) E-Tender No.: T4_2026-27-Zone,
dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No, 20 (General zone) under

T8 2026-27-Fone, dated 20.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No., 21 (Genearal
rone ) under AENKatwa P.E. 3006, 2027 [Jursdiction Zonal Works for- Km, 10770
fo1 2500 in BB Loop, &K & Kabwa - Balgona BG Section [Excluding Balgona] mciuding
Ralwa station, all Service Buddings, Colonias incleding Wood & Sanitary and Colous
wash\White wash and other petly repairs of all service building & other structura unders
AEMN/Katwa. Approx. Cost ¢ T 66,00,000/-. Earnest Money: T 1,32 000/-.
(3}E-Tender Mo.: T6_2026-27-Zone, dated 28052026, Description of work : Zone
Mo, 22 (General zone) under AEMMabadwip Dham P.E. 3006, 2027 [Juriadiction
Zonal Waorks for- Km, 0250 -89 in BB Loop, all Service Buildings, Colonies Incheding

the respective schedulas from the above mentioned percenlage may be varied, il
nacessary 15 fall, wath the approval of the competant authonty, Financs velfing if
warranad, may also be soughl for in this contexd. 5 Tha above instructions are ondy

Naik Insclssblzlahadur Bl":ll?:s g'iikh connection with provision PQRS = - - for guédance to the fenderers. Tenders should consider the above aspecis while quoting
i i o ; : 2 : ;

28 Bo 58 Bo g giding at t"r’GL lfil |§|Ig5nal'l r:u;! c ent ra I U n Ive rs Ity Df Pu n] a h rates. 7} Tenderers whila |:.|ur:u|:ng rates should quats 1I'_|a ratas %o EI:ID'I.IjE'.Ii'IE|D'I'|'.'&| par

15-02-1943 To irr&rl'ligﬂmﬂn E E!t > |; n: E'E“EII"I+ Dated: 2.05.2026 T T l..the assessedladvertised value, as reflected against the respective achedules,

30-05-198 neiliary works 1or Baliast depol a 48 REE RUlTME‘HT HDTlCE ! considering escatation and effect of GST and other taxes as applicable, Approx, Cost

2% 75,0000/ Earnest Money: ¥ 1,50,0000-, (8] E-Tender No.: 92_2026-27-Zone,
dated 29.05,.2026, Description of work | Zone No, 3T (Read Zone-LC gales and

Naik D Constable 11.05.31.25.4.54.009) 4. Signaling b B wied : stati vach road etc.) under AENBHP under the jurisdiclion of Sr. DENM4HWH
. ] ! BA nt Pr r ion for M.Ed.-01-UR on approac Jun undes the jurisdiction of Sr. 14

Bachhan Singh Ram Gopal Yadav arrangements for HE‘J'H Section: ssistant P ufesm {Ed":ﬂt onfo 01-U } [Description: Overall percentage aboverbelow'at par over the rates of CPWD-DSR-

38 Bn 38 Bn F.rdl?lp{:?.ed EI;?-.:I[:E:Z?H f:_f I:I&HSE-I _ _ 2023 Items of Engineering Deparliment on all chaplers with up {o date correction sfips

31-08-1949 To . 18-01-1947 To i‘é%ﬁﬁ}ﬁﬂﬁé ik aﬁffjfi!; :"' gf To apply online and for more detals, visit website www.cup.edu.in Regestrar eic. [Vakue Rs. 75,00.000.00] NOTE: 1. The tenderer is to quote only one rate against
30-05-1989 30-05-1989 2 i : . = - . : tence 2 i g -

L Telecom arrangements for KZJ-Kl Badal- Bathinda Road, VPO Ghudda, Dist Bathinds- 151401 Emat recruitmeatficup eduin i ;Th?"f":”ﬁ:d ”:'”EI'W: ”Tm';mf ?’B’E;Ed ”E']'J:'E. ThE;dEpa”T: S

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Bt P e g —— e ! — — — assessed value/advertised value has been chalked out considering at par with the

Constable Constable bailast siding ﬁline al PNDP ‘I.Etahﬂr‘l Fersret =1 & wuiow favaienem #1 9aEe W 9oaw 2 basst cost ol CPWD-DSR-2021 kems. This denotes that no escalatan aver the basic

Diwaker Swain “  Din Mohammad under ADEN/MDR sub-division, cosl has been congiderad in firming up the assessed costfor the ingtant tendear, 3,

38 Bn _ e 38 Bn Approx Value (¥): 4 86,84 349 95, For firming up the assessed costtadvertised cost of this zonal tender, contribution of

03-04-1968 To : 01-11-1968 To Bid security/ EMD (%): i} Earth Waork - 4% in chapler no. 2. i) Mortar - 2% in chapter no. 3, §il) Concrete Work

30-05-1989 H_ 30-05-1989 9.73.700.00 LEASTERN BAILWAY - 4% in chapler no. 4, iv) Masonary work - 4% in chapter no. B, v) Steel Work- 5% in

chapler o, 10, vi} Dismantiing and Demolishing- 1% in chaptar no. 15, vii) Road
Work- 80% oniy 4. Dunng sescution, the réspechve schedufes from the above mentioned
percentage may be varied, if necessary is felt, with the approval of the competent
authority, Finance vetling if warraned, may also be sowght for in thia cantext. &, The
above mstructions are onky for guidance to the tenderars. Tenders shaukd consider
the above aspects while quoting rates, T) Tenderers while quating rates should quaote
the rales % abovedbelow/al par w.rtl, the assessediadvertised value, as reflacted

Constable solemn tribute to Constable G. Dt.29.05.2026 AEMEatwa PE, 30062027 [Junsdicton Zoomal Werks for-Km, B200-107/0 0 BE Loap £ TR = ik e
G. Ranganathan Ranganathan of 2 Bn, who made the s all Service Buildings, Colonies including Wood & Sanilary and Colour washiWhite against the mpﬁ"? ve schedules, m”s_:mf'ng LELE!H“E" and effact of i'"T and mhf"r
2 Bn supreme sacrifice after being seriously Supply of Stores ltems wash and olher patly repadrs of all service building & otfwer structure under AENKatwa taxes as applicable AFprn:. Cost : ?:"F'U'DDG"_" Eamest Money: T 1.50,000/
97.01-1981 To |injured in a cowardly attack by a E-Procurement Tender Notice Approx. Cost : ¥ 85 00.000/-. Earnest Money: ? 1,70,000/-. {2} E-Tender No.: Tender Form Cost : Nil for each. Completion Period: 12 (Twalve) months from the

date of issue of acceptance ketter for sach. In case the data of closing mentioned in
the Maotica Inviting Tender is declared a haoliday/bandh/striks cn any account, the dats
of closing tender anline will not be changed as the applcation in the websile of IREPS
daes niot permit submission of any offer after closing date and fime of the tender
However, opening of tenders onling will be done next working day. Closing date and
tirne of tender : 18.06. 2026 a1 14.00 hes. The details of tlender are avallable al websils
www. ireps. govin Tenderers ane requested 1o submil thelr offer anfineg on the above
wibgite, Paymant of aamest money daposit (EMD) & Tender documeanl cost, in respoect
of E-tendering, shoubd be accapted through net banking or paymenl gateway anly,
MOTE: Figed Deposit Receipt (FOR) will not ba accepled as EMD for tenders invited

Woad & Sanitary and Colour washhhibe wash and athier petly repalrs of all service
Basilding & other srecting under AENMabadwip Dham, Appros. Cost @ ¥ 88 00, 000-.
Eamest Money: T 1.76.000-. (4) E-Tender Mo.: 77_2026-27-Zone, dated 29.05.2026.
Description of work © Zone Mo. 28 (General zone} undar AEMN/Azimgan] P.E.

on IREPS (E-tender portal}. Mo manual offer will be accepied. (HWH-116/2026-27 )
Tender Notice ks also avallable at websites | www.erindianraitways.gov.in | www.ireps.gov.in

Follow us at : ] @EasternRailway [ @easternrailwayheadquarter

tender. “For all Indigenous offers,
EMD will be accepted only via
online system as available on

Constable

COI‘?(r)I;aLrﬁant Khajan Singh gﬁ:ﬁjﬁi Kailash Chand :'r"w:'im:s'ﬂu:'::i' = I 0,06, 2027 [urisdiction Zonal Works for- Km, 2.2 to 43,74 in Azimgani-Maihati section
Singh Bnaer me. d Es"_" ption including Service Bulldings, Colonies indeding Wood & Sanitary and Colowr wash\White i —
_ - B62654888| Track Machine Spares wash and cther petfy repalre of all senvice building & other strscture under AENAzimgan|
ITBl?salutgs its bravehearts Dy. CommandanF Joy Lal, Head Const.able af plassar make Approx. Cost : T 60,00.000/-. Earnest Money: ? 1,20.000/-. {5) E-Tender No.: -
Khajan Singh, Head Constable Shamsher Singh & Constable Kailash LH257455A] Supply. and installation 78_2026-27-Zone, dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No. 23 (General Indlanexpress.com
Chand of é}th BatFalion, yvho made the supreme sacrifice in the line of of FRP Modular Toilat W urider AEN/Azimgarij P-E. 30.06. 2027 [Jurisdiclion Zarial Works for- Km, 12510
duty on this day in J&K in 1999. TE261271 | Solid MIGMAG to 18110 including Azimgan| station and all assets of AZ service buitding, Colonies
Welding F,:"EEF wire- imcluding Wood & Sanifary and Calour washAWhite wash amd other petty repais of
1.2mm Dia Class-IV all service building & and other structure (2000000 for AZ loco shed work and AZ
JAMNAGAR UTILITIES & POWER PRIVATE LIMITED 76261017 |Manual Metal Arc bR oY LR AT Sarl. Ahroa. Rt 850000 st oo
Hligetiec Cliom SLL f;ﬁ?ggf”;gfg’;ﬁ“ﬂgﬂ?" Tohba Lagpis SYRINIE B/BGlTORE S0 7 1.76,000/- (6) E-Tender No.: 79_2026-27-Zone, dated 29.05.2026. Description
Phona: (22-35557100 + Email: dabentura.imesiorsg@jupd.co.in et 5 of work : Zone Mo. 33 (Road zone - LT gates and station approach road etc.)
R WAoo - I et SRR Becgnanl | THR Implants fned under AENKatwa F E.30.06. 2027 under the jurisdiction of Sr. DEN/Howrah. Approx.
EXTRACT OF AUDITED CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL gii?:gs’mm"'”m Cost : ¥56.00,000(-, Earnast Money: ¥ 112,000/, {7) E-Tender No.: 80_2026-27-
RESULTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315T MARCH 2026 28961145 [Modified Elasiomenc Zone, dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No. 34 (Road zone - LC gates
{Rs, in crare, excopt per shane data and ratios) pad (Design-A) and station approach road ete.) under AEMNabadwip Dham PE, 30,06, 2027 undes
gr. _ _ Yaar Endad _ ABIES1BE |Inner Spring Far the jursdiction of Sr. DENGHowrah. Approx, Cost © T 56,00,000/-, Earmest Monay:
Mo, Particulars M Mar' 26 | 31 Mar'25 | Casnub 22 HS Bogie T 112000 [B) E<Tender No.: B1_2026-27-Lone, dated 29.05.2026. Description
| i | Aucies | 80261239 |Transformer il for 3ph of work : Zone No. 35 (Road zone - LC gates and station approach road efc.)
1 | Tatal Incame from Qperations 4,604.27 | 4.B574D Vit under AENIAzimganj P.E.30.06.2027 under the jurisdiction of Sr. DEN/3/Howrah.
] Rt it Do lenloseb ook LS i ol M Approx. Cost : ¥ 58,00,000/-, Earnest Money: ¥ 1,12,000/-. (8] E-Tender No.:
3 | Mel Profil before T (afer Exceplional lam) #3587 1,360, 63 3_5_2521 BY |QOular Spl‘lhg 82 2026-27-Zone, dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No. 45 (Bridge
4 | Mat Profit after Tax 28272 TIT AT i - . i y ; 2
5 | Total Comprehansive Income 809,81 336,52 g;::;g:; ::znzea:r:z:::; o Zone) Al Bridges including FOBs, RUBS/ROBs elc. of AEN/Katwa Section, Repairs
[Compeising Profi (after taxh and Ciher & maimnignance work af varous bridges under the jurisdiction of AEN'Kalwa, PE
Comprehensive IncomediLass) (OCH (afer tax)] 38262387 | Draft Gear with follower 30.06.2027. Approx. Cost :7 56,00,000/-. Earnest Money: T 1,12,000/-. (10} E-
E'F E“" -ty EharEFf;”“a' s JTERRRL | i'???'ﬁ? 38261237 |Shank wear plate for Tender No.: B3_2026-27-Zone, dated 29.05.2026. Description of work : Zone No.
§ E_:fﬁ,r,',ii[:f:f:,du',':,“ﬁmf:,ufm“ B -l I s i CBG _ 46 (Bridge Zone) All Bridges including FOBs, RUBS/ROBs etc. of AEN/Mabadwip
8 | Notworth SHDSEAR | 9RBE0.ED 38262357 |Round plate Bonded Dham Section, Repairs & maintenance work of various bridges under the jurisdiction
10 | Paid up. Dbt Capdal { Duistanding Dabt 1307355 | 1643521 with stopper_spring of AEN/Nabadwip Dham, P.E. 30,06 2027, Approx, Cost : £ 56,00,000/-. Earnest
11 | Diststanding Redeemable Preference Shares - | 500000 6221187 [Stainiess steel pipe Money: 1 1,12,000/-. (11) E-Tender No.: 84_2026-27-Zone, dated 29.05.2026.
e Euﬂif fim,:?;f: G 043 0Bz | | — =mm Description of work : Zone No. 47 (Bridge Zona) - All Bridges inciuding FOBSs
,:,i:,'“ -g-sfq;{:l,'é,::rﬁ u}”j',x?,[ m“!:i’:r 25 10 mach B7265007 EUFF"‘J"- I'-'E[E”at'm_"' _ RUBs/ROBs ete. of AEN/Azimgan] Seclion. Repairs & maimenance work of various
- Basic and Diluted {in Rupees) - 010 025 testing & cﬂrn-rrlli’ssmnlng bridges under the jurisdiction of AEM!Azimgan), PE. 30.06.2027. Approx. Cost - ¥
_ :::ﬁ.ifgﬁﬂ I-!ﬁ:Tlﬁupeea'-- - - R ;LE'G? T:;Efa::sﬁ 56 00,000/-. Earnest Money: 7 1,12.000/-. (12) E-Tender No.: 96_2026-27, dated
iyl e . 1E:5rt:;ﬁ;-& cnmmilssit_:lning 20.05.2026. Description of work : Providing water supply by submersible pump
14 | Capilal Redamgation Resare &,100.00 : of 30/05 Tones EOT facility to various Level Crossing Gates under jurisdiction of ADEN/AZImgan| and
1% | Deberdure Redemplion Resaerse 36,00 938,00 Crane Provision of sinking Deep Tube Well (35002000 mm dia) with Pumg howese including
'E: Debt Ssrvice Covarage Ratio 029 0.8 Note-- Dis dates of Teerder papaking, additional Electrical meter cum switch for Nabadwsp Dham Railway colony
17 | Interast Service Caverape Ratio 18- | o | - Opening under AENMNabadwip Dham. Approx. Cost ¥ 23,35 379-, Earnest Money; I k e
'1““{;* s Sl Mo: 01 8020 dt5:06:0008 7 1,86.700/-. (13) E-Tender No.: 97_2026-27, dated 29.05,2026. Description of I oo at every SI e
i,hf;;fr?:nm ;L:iﬁgm gnzaar:h:rj MT-ITIE EI.-::ukI'E:q_-:r:EI.:;rm;.::-Irld:.-l-r";:;]r:lﬂi.l:.‘lll: ISEEE‘[ Sl No. 03 & 04 an dt. 15.43'5.2{?2’-5: weork: Howrah Division-TFTR-3.008 TEM, BDC-KWAE: Up 12.625-13.100=0475 Km, . .
the Secunfies and rixlthang-e ﬂlua_rd of India (L-rgl:ﬁg Obligations - and  Disciosure SL. No. D5 dt. 17.06.2026, TE.2B5%-76.466=0_181 K, 11.930-12 820=0.890 Km. T6.286-T6.450=0_164 KM, before takln a SIde
Reqinare) Roplene, 2015 Tt 4 ot ot o M donc el | 161y, 0607 oo 16,06,2026 79,597-80.910-0.713 K 60.440-81,025=0.585 K e Jrisction o S g -
{whaw bsaindia.com}and can be acoessed an the Company's websiln (e jupl con) SL. Mo, 08 & 09 aon dt,. 22.06.2026, DEMN 3 Howrah, Approx. Cost ;¥ 4, 78,071,692 48, Earnest Money: ¥ 9,56,000/-
2 For the other line itams referrad in Regulation 52{4) of tha Sacurities and Exchanrga SL. MNo. 10 & 11 on di. 23.06.2026, Completion Period: P.E. 30,08 2027 for S1. No. 1 1o 11, 04(Four) manths from the
Bowsrnratled 3 Ok anablcioirs Resurmmectstalons ARl | - |1 Mo 12. 14 on i, 20,06, 2008, dat ofsaus of scseplance lter or . No. 12 & 12 (Twelve) marihs rom the dae T
actessadan the Comgany’s wabsibs (s jupl.eo n) ' SL. No. 15 on di. 01.07.2028, of izsue of acceptance |etter for 51 Mo, 13. In case the date of closing mentioned in Inform your op"“on WIth
3 Thee Aechif Commibiee bas reviewed, and the Board of Direclors has approved the above SL. No.16 on dt. 02.07.2026, tha Matice Inviting Tender is declared a holiday/bandh/strike on any account, the dats

SL.No7 on dt.O6.07.2026
CORRIGENDUM

Tender MNotice Mo, 07/2026 dt.
15.05.2026 Tender Mo 80266185

results and IS refease al Inair respactive mealings brekd on 2900 May 2026, The staiulory

aiiclitars have [aeusad audlt Fapart with unmodied opinion on the above resyits of closing tender online will not be changed as the appiication in the website of IREPS

does not permit submission of any offer after closing date and tae of the fender
Hiwaver, operming of tenders onling will be done next working day. Closing date and

insightful perspectives.

Far tarmnagar Uliites & Power Private Limisd
Sdi-

Salizh Parild time of tander : 18,06, 2026 at 14 .00 hes. The details of tender are available al wabsile
Charman dua on 08.06.2026 may be read as : in Tend et b sulmlt B i ks
Date + 29th May 2026 BN - DOAS4560 Due DT. 15,08 2026, www.ireps. gov.in Tenderars are raques submit their offar online on the abowve

wehsite. Payment of EMDC an TDC - payment of samsst money deposit (EMD) &
tender document cost, in reaspect of e-tendering, should be accepled through net
banking or paymeni gateway only, NOTE: Fixed Deposit Receipt (FDF) will nof be
accepled as EMD for tenders invited on IREPS [e-lender pordal), No manusd offer will

Beside above mentioned Tenders
Thara ara other Tenders having
value above Rs. 50 Lakhs for
details, please visit Railway website

"IMPORTANT"

hilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising

copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian | | ap0ve. b acceplad, (HWH-113/2026-27)
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such Principal Chief Materials Manager! Tender Notice is also avalable at websites : www.esindianrallways.gov.in | www.ireps.gov.in
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a | | a0 Secunderabad Follow us at ; [l @EastemRailway ] @easternrailwayheadquarter

result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.

For further tender conditions |

We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
http:/f'www.ireps.gov.in or
WWW.SCr.indianrallways.gov.in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Kolkata

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

$ThelndianEXPRESS

s [OURNALISM OF COURAGE s




1/ SATURDAY, MAY 30,2026

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

|, Seema Agrawal, Wio, Uttam
Kumar Agarwal, residing at Aryahi
Apt. BI-A, 4th Floor, 265/A/4, G. T.
Road, Bally (M), Liluah, Howrah-
711204, solemnly affirm and
declare Before the Notary Public at
Kolkata vide Affidavit No.
ZOAC321303 dated 29th May
2026 that | have Changed my name
as Seema Agarwal. That Seema

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or

i RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.

Suratgarh Super Thermal Power Station, Suratgarh-335805

E-Tender Notice : TN-2167 (RVU2627GLOB00413)

Online tenders are invited for "Supply, Installation, Testing &
commissioning of CCTV Surveillance System with 3 years comprehensive
onsite warranty at various location of SSTPS, Suratgarh.” Tender details are
available on websites http//eproc.rajasthan.gov.in (for e-tender),
www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvunl & www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/26/3708 RVUN/PR-4401 Addl. Chief Engineer (Proc.)

Kl The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

1A Govl. of Kerala Underaking) Sankaramangalam, kollam-891 583
Phone: 0476-2651215 1o 2651217, eamail: mdgikmml com, URL: www kmmi com

e

For more details pleass visit E-Tendering Partal, hitps://etender s kerala,govin or e kmml.com
51 No. Tender D | ltems

1 | 2026_KMML_B53253 1 | Supply of Paly Aluminiem Chicride Gr.Commernzial 3AB-18
2 | 2026 KMML_B53226 1| Supply of safety shoes for DCW Employees

Chavara 29.05.2026 5di- Managing Director for The Kerafa Minerals and Metals Ltd !

EASTERN RAILWAY

Agrawal and Seema Agarwal are
the same and one identical person.

Karnataka Soaps & Detergents Limited

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
Sandal City: P.B No. 5531, Bengaluru - Pune Highway, Bengaluru — 560055. Ph: 080-22164879, 22164886,
Website: www.mysoresandal.org E-mail: ksdl.dgmmtls@gmail.com

with respect to supply of following Goods/Services/Works.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tenders are invited by KS&DL in two cover system through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal (Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/)

otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

An 1S0-9001:2015 &
14001:2015 Company |

£,

Date : 29.05.2026

SI.No. Tender Number

Tender Name Tender Quantity | Published date

Last date of submission

1 | KSDL/2026-27/SE0243

Appointment of Consultants for Architectural
& Engineering Design Services for Soap
Factory Buildings and Allied Works at
lttangihal Industrial Area in Vijayapura District.

Services | 29.05.2026

16.06.2026

2 | KSDL/2026-27/IND1216/CALL-3

Procurement of Amyris oil

13200 Kgs | 29.05.2026

08.06.2026

3 | KSDL/2026-27/SE0232/CALL-2

Selection of Agency for
End-to-End Production Activity of Three
New Variants of Soaps

Outsourcing | Services | 29.05.2026

08.06.2026

For any queries contact the undersigned

Tender No. : SDSTE-POWERCABLE-
IPS5-26 Date 27.05.2026. Divisional
Railway Manager, Eastern Hailway,
Howrah, New DEM Building, naar
Haillway Musgum, Howrah-711101
invites Open e-Tenders againzt Tender
o, SOSTE-POWERCABLE-IPS-26 Tar
the following work, Bidders will ba able
1o subsmit thair originalrevised bids upto
ciasing date and fime only. Manual offers
are not allowed against this tender and
any such manual offer receivad shall
be ignored. Name of Work: Provizsion
af Stand by Power Cable from Auto
Change Over panel to IPS and IPS to
Ralay Room by using 16 sg. mm.
copper cables in fing arrangement over
Howarh Division. Bidding System:
=ingle Packel, Advertised Value: <
5,74.50.242/-. Earnest Money/Bid
Security:¥ 11,49,000/-, Tender
Document Cost: T 0.00, Period of
Completion; 9 months, Validity of
Offer: 60 Days. Bidding Start Date:
05.06.2026. Tender Closing Date &
Time: 19.06 2026 at 15.00 hrs, The
details are available at website
www.ireps.gov.in

| ¥ ¥
EASTERN RAILWAY
Tender Mo, : SDSTE-SEG-IPS-
SSDAC-26 Date 27052026 Divisicnal
Railway Manager, Easlarn Rallway,
Howrah, Mew DEM Suilding, near
Failway Museum, Howrah-¥ 11101
invites Open e-Tenders against Tender
Mo, SDSTE-SEG-IP3-530AC-26 for
the following work, Bidders will be: able
to submit their originalirevised bids upto
closing date and tme only. Manual offers
are not alkwed against his tender and
any such manual altar recaived shall
be lgnored. Name of Work:
sagragation of Separale Powear Supply
from IPS for SSDAC Installation over
Howwrah Divislon. Bidding System: Two
Facket, Advertised Value: ¥
11,7182 651.74. Earnest Money/Bid
Security:T 23.43.800/-, Tender
Document Cost: ¥ 0.00. Period of
Completion: 9 manths, Validity of
Offer: 90 Days. Bidding Start Date:
05.08.2026. Tender Closing Date &
Time: 19.06.2026 at 15.00 hrs. Tha
details are avallable at websile
www.ireps.gov.in
HWH-10802026-27
Tender Motices are also available at Website

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED
1A Government of India Undertaking)

e TENDER NOTIFICATION

Dy Chief Engineer (Works), Konkan Railway Corporation Limited,
Ratnagiri, invites Open Tender Single Packet Bid system through
E-Tendering on IREPS Portal from eligible contraclors for the
following work: Name of work: Conversion of Plattorm from Rail
Level to High Level at Sape Wamane Staticn in Ratnagir region of
Konkan Railway. Tender Notice No.: KR-RNDYCEW-SAPE-4-2026
Dated: 29/05/2026. Total Estimated cost: T 1,20,56 917.71/-
(Excluding GST). Bidding start date: 05/06/2026. Closing Date/
Time: 190672026 upto 1500 Hrs for submission of on line offers/bids.
Completion period: & months. Manual offers shall not be accepted,
Please visit https/f'www.ireps gov.in website for details/participation
and corrigendum/addendum will be hosted on this website only.

Sd/- Asst. Gen. Manager (Materials)

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

CIRCLE OFFICE KHARAGPUR SAM DEPT.

Ti3Ia SIeIEl A

q punjab national bank

e T gAtE | Ahe name you can BANK upon |

4th Floor, MS Tower 2, Near HP Petrol Pump , Atwal Real Estate, O.T. Road, Inda, Kharagpur,
Paschim Medinapur, Pin-721305, E mail: cokgpsam@pnb.bank.in

with Provision to Rule 8 (6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

guarantors (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

ANNEXURE-B
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale ofInmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read

Notice Is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured
Creditor, the Constructive/ Physical / Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the authorized officer of the bank/secured creditor, will be sold on “As is Where is”, “As is
Whatis” and ‘Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the bank/ secured creditor from the respective borrower (s) and

A) Date of Demand Notice u/s |

13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 _ Date/ Time of
A) Name of Branch Description of the Inmovable B) Outstanding Amount A) Reserve Price E-Auction
Sl. B) Name of the Account Properties Mortgaged/ C) Date of Possession u/s B) EMD Details of the
No. |  C)Name & Address of the Borrower/ Owner’s name 13(4) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 |  C) Bid Increase encumbrances
Guarantors Account [Mortgagors of Property(ies)] D) Nature of Possession Amount known to the
(Symbolic/ Physicall secured creditors
Constructive) l
1. | A)Jamna(199600) Equitable mortgage of land & | A) 08.09.2025 | A) Rs.46,97,100.00 07.07.2026
B) M/s Acharya Medical Prop. Shri Badal | building located at Mouza- Andulia, | B) Rs. 60,32,001.00 (Rupees | B) Rs.4,69,710.00 11.30 AM to
KumarAcharya P.S. Sabang, J.L. No. 144, Sabek | Sixty Lakh Thirty Two C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Account Nos. 1996008700003119 & | Khatian No. 125 (Hal Khatian No. | Thousand One only) + further

199600NC00001883 Not Known to Bank

C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Acharya Medical,
Prop. Badal Kumar Acharya, Village & P.O.
Lutunia, P.S. Sabang, District- Paschim
Medinipur, Pin-721140

Guarantor & Mortgagor:

Mr. Dulal Acharya, Village & P.O. Lutunia, P.S.
Sabang, District- Paschim Medinipur, Pin-
721140

Legal Heirs of Late Mr. Mrinal Kanti Acharya,
Village & P.O. Lutunia, P.S. Sabang, District-
Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721140

Mr. Binoy Acharya, Village & P.O. Lutunia,
P.S. Sabang, District- Paschim Medinipur, Pin-

10/2, 171/2, 95/4, 10/3) Modified
L.R. Khatian No. 344, 346, 345,
347, Plot No. 09, Area-0.04 acre (4
decimal) vide Deed no.
03327/2011 in the name of Badal
Kumar Acharya, Dulal Acharya,
Mrinal Kanti Acharya and Binoy
Acharya.

Butted & Bounded By:

North: Sabang Road, South:
Panchayat Road after the Tank of
Birendra Nath Guchhait, East:
Manoranjan Das, West:

interest and costs

[Amount outstanding in
Acharya Medical-

Rs. 52,92,533.53 and amount
outstanding in Badal Kumar
Acharya Housing Loan-

Rs. 7,39,467.47]

C) 18.11.2025

D) Symbolic Possession

HWH-109/2026-27

Tender Molices are also avallable at Website
wwaLerindianrailways.govinteraw.irsps gowin

ww, B indianrailways.povinfwww.iraps.gosin

F] @easternrailwayheadquarter

Follow us at : [Jl @EasternRailway|

Follow us at : [fl] @EasternRailway
I} @easternrailwayheadquarter

National Centre for Radio Astrophysics

L]
"
("\“‘ tlfr TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH M

Post Bag No. 3, Ganeshkhind, Pune 411007
Email: esti@@ncra tiirres.in; URL: bitp'www.ncra tifr.res.in

Recruitment Advt. No. 2026/07

NCRA s aunit of TIFR which is deemed to be a university and an autonomous
institute of Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India. NCRA-TIFR
has set up two radio telescopes, including the
Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope, whichis the
world’s largest radio telescope al metre
wavelengths. NCRA-TIFR is on a look out for
the following position for its Centre in Pune

Administrative Officer-E
[1-Post; UR; HQ: Pune]
Last Date is 30-June-2026. For detailed advertiserment and for rﬂ&kirlg

N

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

onfine application, visit hitps://tinyurl.com/ncrajob-2026

e E-Tender Notice

On behalf of Konkan Railway Corporation Lid., Divisional Electrical
Engineer, KRCL, Ratnagiri, is inviting E-Open Tenders for the
fallowing work. Name of the work - Compaosite work (All Electrical +
Civil work) for Design, Supply, erection, testing, commissioning of
Passenger Lift (Machine room less), 02 nos each for FOB at Kudal
and Kankavali stations under Ratnaqgiri region of Konkan Railway (20
Passenger Lif 1360Kgs / 1 Speed [ 2 Floors | 2 Stops /Stainless
Steal (1.5 Mm) Car Cabin). As per RDSO approval and specification
(Spec No, RDSORZO1IEM/SPEC/IO0ME (Rev'2')-2025 or latest).
Tender No. KR/RN/EL/T/M7/2026 DATED 29.05.2026, Estimated
cost - ¥ 2,43,23,999/- (Excluding GST), Cost of Tender form - NIL,
EMD - ¥ 4,86 500/- {or as shown on IREPS portal). Last date and
time of depositing of tender ON LINE : 19/06/2026 upto 15:00 hrs.
Far further details. contact office of Divisional Electrical engineer, MIDC

. BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION
ﬁ I, Office of the Executive Engineer, Hebbala Division, BNCC
) Zone-2, 2nd Floor BNCC (Old BEMP) Bulding, Opp to
Indira Canteen, JC Nagar Main Road, Munireddy Palya,
Bengaluru-560006

No:BNCC-Z2/EE/HBL/PR/04/2026-27 Date: 29-05-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through GOK KPP Portal https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
Tenders on ltem Rate basis are invited by the undersigned
on behalf of the Commissioner, BNCC for the works
mentioned below from the registered contractors of
GBA-Bengaluru North City Corporation or Equivalent
registration with CPWD/IKPWD/Railways/MES or any
State Government Organizations. (STD KW-3)

S
M.

Name of the works / Category

Providing Thermoplastic Painting for Rumbler strips,
Lane Marking, Junction Markings, different types of sign
boards, Pelican signals and Kerb stones, HRPC and
other safety furnitures as per Traffic police requests in
1| Hebbala Division.(Others)

Est. Cost: ¥.220.00 Lakhs, EMD: <.3,30,000.00
(1.00 lakh through e-payment (NEFT) balance
<.2,30,000 through BG/FDR, should be submit
before opening of Technical bid)

Calendar of Events: (1) Tender Documents can be uploaded
in e-Portal from 01-06-2026 (2) Pre Bid Meeting will be held
on 11-06-2026 at 3:00 pm (3) Last Date for uploading the
filed proposals is 15-06-2026 upto 4:00 pm (4) Date of
opening of Technical Bid is 16-06-2026 after 4:30 pm. (5) Date
of opening of Financial Bid After approval of Technical bid

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Hebbala Division, Zone-2, BNCC

Panchayat Road after house of

area, Mirjole, Ratnagiri or on Railway web site (www.ireps.gov.in).

Account Nos. 018920EG00000136,
0189250812184, 0189307228632

C) Borrower: M/s New Maa Tarini Concrete
Firm, Prop. Siddheswar Jana, P.O.
Jamuapati, Dantan, Paschim Medinipur, West
Bengal- 721426

Proprietor & Mortgagor: Mr. Siddheswar
Jana, S/o Shatrughna Jana, Jamuapati,
Paschim Medinipur, Dantan, West Bengal-
721426

Co-Borrower: Partha Sarathi Jana, S/o
Siddheswar Jana, Jamuapati, Paschim
Medinipur, Dantan, West Bengal - 721426
Co-Borrower: Chinmoy Jana, S/o
Siddheswar Jana, Jamuapati, Paschim
Medinipur, Dantan, West Bengal- 721426

interest.

1) https://baanknet.com

highest bid, the e-auction shall be closed.

amountand the property.

liabilities, arrears of property tax, electricity dues etc.
or reasons/ contingencies affecting the e-auctions.

& https://www.pnbindia.bank.in.

on 16.06.2026 at 11.30 AM to 03.30 PM for Sl. No. 2.

P.S. Dantan, Dist. Paschim
Medinipur vide deed no. 1408 dt.
21.06.2020, JL No. 109, Khatian
No. 128 & 129 modified LR Khatian
No. 127, RS Plot No. 204, LR Plot
No. 217 comprising of 05 Dec.
executed in the name of Mr.

Siddheswar Jana.
Boundary: -

North- Siddheswar Jana, South-
Road, East- Kishori Mohan Jana,

West-Road

721140 Amar Santra

2. | A)Dantan (018920) Equitable Mortgage of Land and | A) 04.01.2024 | A) Rs.35,10,000.00 16.06.2026
B) M/s New Maa Tarani Concrete Firm, Prop. | Building situated at Mouza- | B) Rs. 31,66,701.32 (Rupees | B) Rs. 3,51,000.00 11.30 AM to
Siddheswar Jana Jamuapati, A.D.S.R.0. Dantan, | Thirty One Lakh Sixty Six C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM

Thousand Seven hundred One
and Paisa Thirty Two only) +
further interest and costs

C) 31.05.2024

D) Symbolic Possession

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The auction sale will be “online through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com

2. The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their email-id and mobile number. Further they are requested to upload
requisite KYC documents. Once the KYC documents are verified by e Auction service provider (may take 2 working days) , the intending Bidders/ Purchasers has to transfer the
EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMD wallet by 2 working days , the intending Bidders / Purchasers has to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global
EMD wallet by 06.07.2026 (for SI. No. 1) and 15.06.2026 (for SI. No. 2) before the e auction Date and Time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer
of EMD in Wallet must be completed well in advance, before auction.
3. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online through 3 mode i.e NEFT/ Cash/ Transfer (after generation of challan from
(https:/lbaanknet.com) in in bidders Global EMD Wallet, NEFT transfer can be done from any Scheduled Commercial Bank Branch. Payment of EMD by any other mode and will
be credited in bidders e-Wallet. Bidders, not depositing the required EMD online, will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money Deposited shall not bear any

24. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.
25. The sale shall be done by the undersigned through e auction platform at the website https://baanknet.com on 07.07.2026 at 11.30 AM to 03.30 PM for SI. No. 1 and

Not Known to Bank

4. Platform (https://baanknet.com) for e-Auction will be provided by e Auction service provider M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. having its Registered office at Unit 1, 3rd Floor, VIOS
Commercial Tower, Near Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East. Mumbai-400037 (Helpdesk Number +91 8291220220, Email Id: support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com).
The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service Provider’s website https://baanknet.com This Service Provider will also
provide online demonstration/ training on e-Auction on the portal.
5. The Sale Notice containing the General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available / published in the following websites/ web page portal.
2) https://lwww.pnbindia.bank.in
6. The intending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction related
to this e-Auction from e-auction portal (https://baanknet.com).
7.Bidder’s e-Wallet should have sufficient balance (>>EMD amount) at the time of bidding.
8. During the e-auction, bidders will be allowed to offer higher bid in inter-se bidding over and above the last bid quoted and the increase in the bid amount must be of increment
amount mentioned. Ten minutes time will be allowed to bidders to quote successive higher bid and if no higher bid is offered by any bidder after the expiry of 10 minutes to the last

9. Itis the responsibility of intending Bidder(s) to properly read the Sale Notice, Terms & conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction and follow them strictly.
10. In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process, bidder may contact authorized representative of our e-Auction Service Provider M/s PSB
Alliance Pvt. Ltd. Details of which are available on the https://baanknet.com portal.
11. After finalization of e-Auction by the Authorized Officer, only successful bidder will be informed by our above referred service provider through SMS/ email. (On mobile no/ email
address given by them/ registered with the service provider).
12. The secured asset will not be sold below the reserve price.
13. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bid amount, less EMD amount deposited, on the same day or not later than the next working day and
the remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the date of auction in the form of Banker's Cheque/ Demand Draft issued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank drawn in favour of
“The Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, In case of failure to deposit the amounts as above within the stipulated time, the amount deposited by successful bidder will be
forfeited to the Bank and Authorized Officer shall have the liberty to conduct a fresh auction/ sale of the property & the defaulting bidder shall not have any claim over the forfeited

14. Payment of sale consideration by the successful bidder to the bank will be subject to TDS under Section 194- 1A of Income Tax Act 1961 and TDS is to be made by the successful
bidder only at the time of deposit of remaining 75 % of the bid amount/ full deposit of BID amount.
15. The Authorised Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/ cancel/ adjourn/ discontinue or vary the terms of the auction at
anytime without assigning any reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final.

16. The sale certificate shall be issued in the favour of successful bidder on deposit of full bid amount as per the provisions of the act.
17. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.
18. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall
not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
19. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The bidder inspect the property in
consultation with the dealing official as per the details provide.
20. All statutory dues/ attendant charges/ other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes etc. shall have to be borne by the purchaser.
21. The Authorized Officer or the Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrances, or any other dues to the Government or anyone else in respect of properties
(E-Auctioned) not known to the bank. The Intending Bidder is advised to make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances on the property including statutory

22. The bidder should ensure proper internet connectivity, power back-up etc. The Bank shall not be liable for any disruption due to internet failure, power failure or technical reasons

23. Itis open to the Bank to appoint a representative and make self-bid and participate in the auction. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://lbaanknet.com

Date: 30.05.2026
Place: Circle Office, Kharagpur

Authorised Officer
Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor, Circle Office, Kharagpur

STATUTORY 15/ 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) / 9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

The following e-Tenders can be accessed

under the link www.ireps.gov.in. Offers
for such e-Tender can be submitted
only electronically by accessing the link
www.ireps.gov.in — login — E-Tender
Stores/Supply. may
the officials  to
obtain clarification regarding particular
tender or IREPS related information
if any, Dy.CMM/P/CLW/Chittaranjan,
9163340721 or AMM/P, 9163342746
for notice Sl. No. [A] and Dy.CMM/II/
CLW/Chittaranjan, 9163340708 or
AMM/M, 9163340706 for notice Sl.No.
[B] & [C]. OFFICE ADDRESS: Office
of the PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan.
[A] Notice No.: COS/CRJ/PUB/
e-Tender/19/0162, Date: 22/05/2026.
SI. No.: [1]. Tender No.: 74263708.
Brief Description of Item: Bogie Frame
Complete for 3-Phase Co-Co Locomotives
[Type WAG-9HC], Spec. No.. - CLW/
MS/3/BOGIE/003 Alt-3, Drg. No.: - 1209-
01.112-202 Alt- 1 [Set means Loco Set and
one Loco Set consists of 02 [Two] Bogie
Frames] [Warranty Period: 72 Months after
the date of delivery]. Quantity: 595.00
Set. Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees):
5000000.00. Tender Closing Date &
Time (IST):22/06/2026 at 11:00 AM.
|B] Notice No. COS/CRJ/PUB/
e-Tender/19/0162, Date: 23/05/2026.
SI. No.: [1]. Tender No.: 75264019. Brief
Description of Item: Central Under Frame
Assly. for WAG-9HC Loco as per Spec.
No. CLW/MS/3/154 Alt-3 or latest, Drg.
No0.1209-02.126-005. [Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery].
Quantity: 358.00 Set. Earnest Money
Deposit (Rupees): 32000000.00. Tender
Closing Date & Time (IST):17/06/2026
at 11:00 AM. [C] Notice No. COS/CRJ/
PUB/e-Tender/19/0162, Date: 26/05/2026.
SI. No.:[1]. Tender No.: 75264022. Brief
Description of Item: Centre Sill Complete
for WAG-9HC, Drg.-No.1209-02.126-012
Alt.3 as per Specn. No. CLW/MS/3/154
Alt.3 [Warranty Period: 30 Months after
the date of delivery]. Quantity: 292.00
Set. Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees):
2000000.00. Tender Closing Date &
Time (IST):24/06/2026 at 11:00 AM.

PR7/359 PCMM/CLW Chittaranjan

Vendors also

contact following

I, Uttam Kumar Agrawal, Sfe, Shyam
Sundar Agarwal, residing at Aryahi
Apt. BI-A, 4th Floor, 265/A/4, G. T.
Road, Bally (M], Liluah, Howrah-
F11204, salemnly affirm and declare
Before the Notary Public at Kolkata
vide Affidavit No. 29AC321306
dated 29th May 2026 that | have
Changed my name as Uttam Kumar
Agarwal. That Uttam Kumar
Agrawal and Uttam Kumar Agarwal
are the same and one identical
person.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

PUBLIC NOTICE

Il i5 heraby informed ko the general public that
|, M.B. Karthik, alza known as Moothat Biju
karthik, son of M.V, Blju atias Maothal
Velavudhan Biju & Geela Blju . aged aboul 18
years, residing at South City, Tower £, Flat Mo,
H A, 3T, Prince Anwar -3hah Road, Kolkata -
00068, deciare through Affidavit Mo, §112
Dated 20,03, 2026 ynder first class judicial
mageirate Alpore court Kolkata that M8, Karthik
and Moothat Byy Karh& represent ane and the
same person, Bolh names belong o me and
ara usad mlarchangeably in fy parsonal and
afficial documeants. All concamead aulhorities
and tha general public are requested o take
note of the sama
Placa : Kolkata
Drade © 20.05:2028 Sdi-
M.B. Karthik/ Moothat Biju Karthik

UFiE aoaE 8T u pumat notionel bonk

a LW =

Asset Recovery Management Branch, Kolkata North, Salt Lake,
Sec-1, 3rd Floor, DD 11, Kolkata- 700064, E Mail: cs266@pnb.bank.in

Withdrawal of Sale

With reference to the E-auction Sale Notice
pertaining to the Property of M/S Janata
Welding Works, Prop: Late Gopal Majhi (alias
Lt Gopal Chandra Majhi (Sl No. 7), which was
inadvertently published in this Newspaper on
22.05.2026 and which would be conducted
on 08.06.2026 have been withdrawn due to
some Technical Issue. Sd/ Authorised Officer
Date; 30.05.2026, Place: Kolkata ~ Punjab National Bank

indianexpress.com

| arrive at a conclusion
not an assumption.

Inform your opinion with
detailed analysis.

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

& ThelndianEXPRESS

——JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

PIRAMAL FINANCE LIMITED -\'
|' r/ . Registerad Office Address: Unit Mo 601, 6th Floor Piramala Amiti Building ,Piramal Agastya
R\ Plramal Corporate Park ; Kamani Junction, Opp Fire Station, LBS Marg, Kurla [West), Mumbai- 400 070

Finance

Eanner Piramal Ca

CIN: LESS1MAHIZEIPLEDEZG3D, Websidewww.piramalfinance com

DEMAND NOTICE

Linder Section 13[2] of the Secuntsation And RBeconstruction of Financial Assats And Enforcement OF Sacunty intesast Act, 2002 read with
Bule 3 |1] of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, ﬁi

!:::‘ilal & Housing Finance Lid.) wnder Securitisation aAnd Reconstrection O Financal &ssets And Enforcement o
Beurily Interest Act, 2002 (Ehe-said AeL), In axercite al
Interett (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorsed Officer hbs Boued Dermbnd Notices undar Saction 1302} af the caid Act, calling upon the
Pl o ng Barrowaris) [the “said El'.ll"'-:wl':l'Hl":'. 12 repay the amaunts meniksnad i the resgactive Demand Motice|s) ssusd to them thar are
50 glwen bedow, In connection with above, notica s i"IE'I'E't'i.'
publication of this Matice, the amownts indicated herein below, topether with further intesest az detalled in the said Demand Noticeds), from
the date[s] mentionad below till the date of paymant andfor realization, payable undar the loan agresment read wit
documentsfwritings, If amy, cxecuted by the said Bormower(s]. As security for due repayment of the loan, the following assets have bean
martgaged to PFL By the said Barmower(s] respectivedy

2002 The underssgned is the Authorised Cfficer of Piramal Finance Limited [PFL

owers comlerrad undes Section 134120 of the said Act resd with Bule 3 of the Sacunty

EAEn, once again, to the sald Borrower(s] 1o pay b PFEL, within &0 lj-i-;.‘i froen the

other

Mame of the Borrower|s)/
Guarantor(s)/ Loan Code

Demand Motice
Date and Amount With MPA Date

Property addreis

|LE Mo, BLSABRIMES 3D of
Burdwan Branch) ddijan Seikh
{Bormower] Sufis Seikh (Ca
Barrosner 1)

b 20-05-2026 /% 2163901 /-

% Twenty One lakh Throe Thowsand
Nine Hundred One Only) WP
{Oe=C15- 20 16]

Al that piece and parcel-of 7.00 decimals [5.00 decimals as Bastu
and 2.00 decimals as Shati) land i B.5, & LE. Plot) Dag No 4016,
situated at Mouza- Berela, ). L. Mo.6, L, R, Khatian Mo 3463 & 3844,
Iyimg - and sitoated at PSC& A DUSR.- Pandea, Distrset- Hooghhy,
within the jurisdiction of Barela-Konchmali Gram Panchayat,

{LC No. BLEADDDECES 2 of
Garia Branch) Bibhas Jana
{Borrawer] Sujata Jana (Ca
Borrowoer 1) Souvik Jana (Co
Borrosner 2

Ot - 20-05-2026 /% 3369591.43 /-
{% Thirty Three iakh Saty Nine
Thowsand Six Hundred Ninety One
Only and Forty Three Patss] PSR

| =05 - 203G

Land with Bullding Three Storied, Holding Mo, 10871, Ganganagar
£nd Colomy, Mouza Ganganagar L,OP-33, RS dag-355,3156, Schema
Plot 3352 P Arport Ward 26 under Madhyamgram BT, Near
Julin Dy School, Residental, Morth 24 Parganas, &tadhyamgram,
Morth 24 Parganas, West Bengal, Property details: aH that piece
and parcel of and measuring atoet 1 Cottah together with
structure 390 5q. fi. b= the same litke maorear less, ling and
situated at Mouza- Ganganagar, comprisad in C5, 8 .5, Dag Nos
355 & 356, LOLP.NG 33, Touzi Mo 146, 1L Mo.29 Schense No.33,'2,
Holdimg Mo 1081, % no. Collony, Ward No. 18 within the limits of
Madhwamgram Municipality, P.5. Airport, ADSR Badhan Nagar &
D5A North X4- Parganas, in the District of North 24- Parganas,
Wiest Bangal

L Mo, BLS&DDD2ICES of
Bankura Branch) KEoushik
Mukherjes {Borrower |

Ot - 0-06-2026 )T 2015947
{% Twenty lakh Fifteen Thousand
Mine Hundred Forty Sesten Onlg) NP4,

All that peece and parcet of land measunng about 3 Decimal
Comprised in or forming part of B.5 & LR Plot No,, 5934 under LR
kKhatian Mo 913/3, Mouza hirgapur IL MO. 22 Touzl o, 19 Post

Date : 30-05-2026 Place ;: West Bengal

Snighdha Chakrobaorty (Lo |06-05-2026] CHtice Raibraghini under Palice Station Kotulpur within the imits of
Barrawer 1) Mirjapur Geam panchayat in the Disteict of Bankura Pin: 722154
I the said Borrowers ahadl fail to make payment to PFL as afpresaid, PFL shall proceed against the abowe secured assets ander Section 12(4) of Ihl-:

Act and tho applicable Rules, entiroly at the rishks of the said Barrowers as to tha costs and consequences. The said Borrowess are prohibited ur.nrl‘.:
the Act from transferring the aforesasd assets, whether by way of sale; lease or atherwise without the prior written consent of PFL, Any person
wha contravensas of abets contravention of the provisions of the sald Ack or Aules made there under, shall be liable for imprisonment andfor

Sdf- [Autharised O¥ficer)
Piramal Fimancoo Limlted

)

Kolkata
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Pant steps down
as LSG captain
after disastrous
IPL campaign

Rishabh Pant-captained
Lucknow Super Giants finished
last this season. creivas

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 29

RISHABH PANT has stepped
down as captain of Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG), the Indian
Premier League (IPL) franchise
announced on Friday. This
bringstoanend arather forget-
table tenure as LSG skipper for
Pant, with the wicketkeeper-
batsman captaining the side in
28 matches and winningjust 10.

“Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) wish to formally an-
nounce that Rishabh Pant has
requested to be relieved of his
captaincy duties with the fran-
chise, and the franchisee has
accepted his request with im-
mediate effect,” said LSG in its
statement.

LSG director of cricket Tom
Moody further said in the press
release that Pant “approached
the franchise with the request”.

Pant had joined the side in
the mega auction ahead of the
2025 season for arecord fee of Rs
27.50 crore after spending eight
seasons with the Delhi Capitals.
He was made captain immedi-
ately, replacing KL Rahul, who
went the other way to DC.

LSG, however, ended up
winning just six out of their 14
matches in the 2025 season,
thus missing out on the
playoffs. Their recently con-
cluded 2026 campaign was
even worse. With just four wins,
LSG finished bottom of the
table, tied on eight points with
the Mumbai Indians and trail-
ing them on the net run rate.

Individually, Pant has suf-
fered two of his least produc-
tive seasons in his IPL career
with LSG.

He managed to score just
269 runs in the 2025 season,
his worst return since his
debut year in 2016, at a strike
rate of 133.16 and average of
2445 in 13 innings.

It hastobe noted that 118 of
these runs came in asingle in-
nings as he scored a century
against Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in the last match of
the season.

Things didn’t get better for
him with the bat this year as he
scored 312runsinl3inningsata
strike rate 0of 138.05 and average
of 28.36 with one half-century.

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

Gill upstages Vaibhav on night of openers

After teenager hits a 47-ball 96, Gujarat v \

Titans skipper makes stellar ton to
take his team to third final in five years

SYNOPSIS: Despite Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi’s her-
0ic 96, Shubman Gill’s
century powers Gujarat
Titans to the final.

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, May 26

THE TWO teams that finished
at the top of the league table
will fight it out for the IPL 2026
trophy. Going into the game,
the openers of both teams
were in focus and Gujarat Ti-
tans' Shubman Gill and B Sai
Sudharsan upstaged Rajas-
than Royals' Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
despite the latter giving
another exhibition of his un-
believable capabilities. Set 215
towin, Titans made light work
of the chase, entering their
third IPL final in five years.

Goingforthekill

Even as Sooryavanshi was
threatening to take the game
away, during the interaction
with the host broadcaster, Gu-
jarat’s assistant coach Parthiv
Patel felt that if they restricted
Rajasthan below 220, they
were inagood spot. The event-
ual required run rate at the
start of the chase was 10.75,
well within Gujarat’s reach,
provided they stuck to their
template.

Having been blown apart
inthe Powerplay against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, Gill
and Sudharsan seldom took
any undue risk right through
their 167-run stand that lasted
12.5 overs before the left-
hander was out hit wicket like
he did against RCB. ON dis-
play were two elegant
batsmen with compact tech-
niques to rely on, playing to
their strengths, picking the
right deliveries to attack and
milking singles and twos ef-
fortlessly.

If there was one bowler
who could trouble them, it was
Jofra Archer, the in-form
speedster whose pace and
bounce was expected to be
handy onthe New Chandigarh
surface. However, with Archer
not finding his range, Sudhar-
san and Gill hit him for two
boundaries each in the first
over to set the tone. From
there on, runs flowed freely.

India’s Test and ODI cap-
tain, who was deemed not
good enough to fit into the T20
World Cup side, put up aregal
show. There wasnot adelivery
which the 26-year-old tried to
muscle. Instead, it was all
about timing and playinginto
gaps, while going aerial when-
ever a chance presented itself.

Complementing Gill
perfectlywas
Sudharsan, whose
array of cuts and
drives weresecond to
none. Thetwo
openers havell
century stands
in T20s.

Having already made over 600
runs in the season, the century
on Friday in a match-winning
cause will only propel his
name in discussions when it
comes to Indian team selec-
tion. Who knows what win-
ning a trophy can do as the
temptation of having a single
captain for all formats would
be too hard to resist for the se-
lectors.

Gill's batting isn’t going to
be a problem. This was an in-
nings paced perfectly, as he
brought up his fifty off 30 de-
liveries before getting to his
fifth IPL century off 47. It was
clean, steady acceleration
without breaking sweat. On a
night when flicks, drives, and
swats dictated his innings, it
was the three pulls that stood
out. Each of them was picked
up right in front of his eyes,
and was met with the meat of
the bat, with one going the dis-
tance.

Complementing Gill per-
fectly was Sudharsan, whose
array of cuts and drives were
second to none. The two
openers have 11 century
stands in T20s, the most for
any pair in the world.

Running successfully

As RCB had shown in
Qualifier I, Gujarat’s plans are
too rigid. They have certain
limitations and have to play
around with them. But when
the opportunity presented
itself to bat them out of the
game, the Rajasthan batting,
except Sooryavanshi, failed on
the night. In the last leg of the
tournament, their batting
being largely dependent on a
15-year-old summed up their
campaign.

Even before they could get
a hang of the conditions, they
were two down, losing Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal and Dhruv
Jurel to two of the best Power-
play bowlers.

Even in the middle order,
with the exception of Ravindra
Jadeja - who was the first to
counter-attack when Soorya-
vanshi was still searching for
rhythm - the rest crumbled
against the high-quality Guja-
rat attack. Rajasthan ended up
with 214, but they had kept
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Shubman Gill with his trademark celebration on reaching his century against Rajasthan Royals in Qualifier 2 of the IPL in New Chandigarh. KAMLESHWAR SINGH

By playing waiting game, wunderkid
proves heis more than just a six-hitter

one door open for Gujarat as
this was the sort of target they
don’t sweat over.

Holding Rajasthan’s in-
nings together, before Jadeja
and Donovan Ferreira took it
past 200, was Sooryavanshi.
Having been rattled early by
the sheer pace of Rabada, he
stood his ground cou-
rageously.

There was even an instance
where one of the South Afri-
can’s short deliveries — there
were plenty of them aimed at
his body - hit Sooryavanshi
flush on the left ear, needing a
short medical break.

But moments later, the left-
hander was back to playing
pulls and hooks. They weren’t
his best, but it didn’t matter on
the night. Those testing mo-
ments aside, he was in his el-
ement whenever an opportun-
ity presented itself.

Having made a habit re-
cently of getting out in the 90s,
he once again narrowly
missed a century that was
there for the taking, as he fell
for 96. The scoreboard will
show he took only 47 de-
liveries. But that won’t reveal
the full picture of the knock.
BRIEF SCORES: Rajasthan
Royals 214/6in 20 overs
(Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 96,
Ravindra Jadeja 45 not out,
Donovan Ferreira 38 not
out; Jason Holder 2/27) lost
to Gujarat Titans 219/3in
18.4 overs (Sai Sudharsan
58, Shubman Gill 104;
Nandre Burger1/35) by 7
wickets.

Vallejo fined for sexist remark about
female referee: ‘Need lot of courage’

Reuters
Paris, May 29

PARAGUAYAN PLAYER Adolfo
Daniel Vallejo will be fined after
he suggested women lack the
courage to umpire rowdy
crowds following his marathon
five-hour defeat by a French
teenager, the French Tennis
Federation (FFT)said on Friday.
Vallejo blamed Brazilian ref-
eree Ana Carvalho for failing to
control the home crowd during
his second-round loss to
France's Moise Kouame, who
triumphed 6-3, 7-5, 3-6, 2-6, 7-6
(10-8) atapacked Court Suzanne
Lenglen. “I think this sort of
matches should be umpired by
aman,” Vallejo told Clay maga-
zine. “It's very difficult for a
woman to do it because the
crowd is very annoying. You
need to have a lot of courage to
go against the crowd.”
The17-year-old Kouame was
roared on by passionate home
supporters during the thriller
that lasted four hours and 56
minutes, but Vallejo insisted the
atmosphere only helped his op-
ponent. “I knew it was going to
belike that. Itdidn'tharm me, it
only strengthened him,” he said,
adding that a male umpire

-

Adolfo Daniel Vallejo of
Paraguay. ap

would have “absolutely” madea
difference against the “disre-
spectful” crowd.

The FFT swiftly condemned
the comments as “unaccept-
able” and announced the fine.

“The competence of an um-
pire is not determined by their
gender, but by their profession-
alism and ability to officiate at
the highest level,” the FFT said
in astatement.

“The outcome of a sporting
event, whether positive or
negative, can never justify or ex-
cuse such remarks. The tourna-
mentorganisers willimpose asig-
nificant sanction on Adolfo
Vallejo in the form of a fine.

“The Roland Garros tourna-
mentstrongly condemns all sex-
ist remarks, regardless of who
makes them, and offers its sup-
port to the match umpire and,
more broadly, to all the tourna-
ment's umpiring officials.”

Vallejo attempted damage
control on social media, claim-
ing his comments were taken
out of context.

“Inever spoke about women
in general, I was referring spe-
cifically tothereferee, who failed
to manage the crowd at any
point during the match,” he
posted on X.

Rublev advances

Andrey Rublev shrugged off
the mystique around hisunmis-
takable mane of red hair, saying
on Friday that there were no se-
crets to his look and his rise up
the world rankings shaped how
it was perceived. Rublev's
shaggy hair has grown notice-
ably longer in recent months
and hasremained largely undis-

turbed by the sweat and the
stress of competition, becoming
as recognisable as his striking
forehand and sometimes vol-
atile tempet.

“Nosecrets, I guessIwasjust
lucky. The way I wake up is the
way it is,” World No.13 Rublev
told reporters following his 7-5,
7-6(2), 7-6(2) third round win
over Nuno Borges.

“No, to be honest, of course I
take care of my hair.”

Rublev said the attention
around his hair had shifted with
his results over time,
turning from curiosity and ridi-
culeintoadmiration ashisrank-
ingclimbed. "It's funny because
whenIwas faraway from thetop
10, it was the opposite. Can he
have a normal haircut? What's
this with his hair? He looks like
a monkey. He has no money to
have a haircut?" the former
world number five from Russia
added.

“Thenwhenyoustarttobea
better player, somehow you ap-
pear to the top 10, it's like 'wow,
what hair he has, what style,
he's arockstar'. T had all my life,
this hair. How that opinion
changes, you know? Of course
I'm taking care (of it), but not

(going) crazy.”

epaper.indiaﬁexpress.&um .. .

VenkataKrishnaB
Chennai, May 29

IT WAS a night where 15-year-
old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
showed there’sadifferent sideto
hisbatting. So far this season, all
of his knocks have been breath-
taking, providing edge-of-the-
seat entertainment.

On Friday, in the Qualifier II
against the Gujarat Titans, on a
two-paced pitchin Chandigarh,
hehad hisbackagainst the wall.
Wickets kept falling at regular in-
tervals at the other end. The
bowlers were not giving him
room to free his arms.

The sixes, which seemed to
arrive asand when heintended,
didn’t come easily. Hewasmade
toearnthem. Sooryavanshi took
thechallenge head-on.Whenhe
was dismissed for 96 runs from
47balls,he had made animpact
once again, despite reaching a
half-century in 31 deliveries.

Before Sooryavanshi could
hit his first six off the 14th de-
livery, Rajasthan Royals were al-
ready in trouble. Mohammed
Sirajtook out YashasviJaiswalin
the first over. Kagiso Rabada
thenended Dhruv Jurel’sstayin
the second over. Rajasthan re-
sponded by sending Ravindra
Jadeja at No4 to provide some
solidity:.

What followed was ariveting

Reuters
Paris, May 29

PARIS ST Germain’s hunger
has not faded after last year’s
Champions League triumph,
with captain Marquinhos and
coach Luis Enrique insisting
the club’s historic break-
through only sharpened their
appetite for more silverware.

PSG face Arsenal in Satur-
day’s final at the Puskas Arena
seeking to cement their status
among Europe’s elite after fi-
nally lifting the trophy last
season.

But Marquinhos said the
emotional high of their 5-0
victory over Inter Milan in last
season's showpiece match had
only fuelled the squad’s deter-
mination to experience it
again.

“It’s really important to
have that motivation,” Mar-
quinhos told a news confer-
ence on Friday.

“Lastyearwe said itand we
showed it on the pitch. Once
you win the Champions
League, once you taste that
title and those moments, you
want to relive them again.”

The Brazilian defender
said PSG had learned from last
season’s run and were now
better equipped to handle the
pressure and noise surround-

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi made 96 from 47 balls. pri

contest. Gujarat maintained ag-
gressive lines and were also de-
livering some high-quality short
stuff. All of this meant that Soo-
ryanshididn’tgetofftothe flying
start that he usually does.

But it was the innings that
Rajasthan needed.

The first six arrived only off
the 14th delivery he faced off
Kagiso Rabada, but what is
worth noting is, in the previous
13 deliveries he faced, didn’t
show the desperation to manu-
facture one.

Early on against Siraj, he
tried to go heave one over the
mid-wicket, but the scrambled
seam that the pacer delivered
meant, it held on the surface.
Sooryavanshi didn’t connect
well. So heimmediately put that

shot away for the time being.

While the sixes didn’t arrive,
there were boundaries to show.
There were those plays and
misses.

And then there was the
pressure factor. He saw wickets
falling at the other end. Barring
Ravindra Jadeja, who retired
hurt and came back again, the
rest hardly rose to the occasion,
leaving Sooryavanshi with ahu-
mongous job of carrying the
team to the final.

Sofarinhisbrief career, Soo-
ryavanshi hasrarely been puton
asituation like this. Yet, despite
allit,hedidn’t getintoashell. In-
stead, whenever the Gujarat at-
tack offered him some sort of
room, Sooryavanshi ensured,
they were punished.

PSG coach Luis Enrique (C) ahead of the Champions League final. ap

inga Champions League final.

“There are a lot of things
around these matches, the ex-
pectations, the pressure,” he
said. “The message in the
dressing room was to change
nothing, to continue working
the same way and keep the
same hunger we had last year.”

“Even today, I have the
same sensations and the same
emotions I had last season.”

Luis Enrique, who guided
PSG to their first Champions
League title last term, said
they were driven less by legacy
than by the desire to remain
the best team in Europe.
“Once is historic, twice is leg-
endary,” a banner by PSG
ultras recently read.

Kolkata

“But our motivation is not
to make history because we al-
ready did that last year,” Luis
Enrique said when asked
about the slogan. “Our motiva-
tion is to continue being one of
the best teams in Europe and
in the world.”

With Arsenal chasinga first
Champions Leaguetitle in the
same way PSG were a year ago,

Luis Enrique said his side
now had an even greater
source of motivation — the
chance to win it again.

“It’s powerful,” he said of
Arsenal’sdrive. “But you know
how powerfulitistotry towin
the second Champions
League. It’s even bigger.”

The coach praised Arsenal

As Siraj repeatedly hit that
hard length in the powerplay,
Sooryavanshitookhimon. Then
inthe same over, as Siraj strayed
on the leg-side, he got on his
knees and swept fine. The tim-
ingwasn’t there. Perhaps, hewas
trying too hard to break the
shackles. But off the next de-
livery, a crisply timed flick an-
nounced Sooryavanshi has ar-
rived on the night.

Those two boundaries gave
him the confidence to take on
Rabada. The hard-length which
hehasbeen hitting consistently
this season had fetched wickets
regularly. Here, Sooryavanshi re-
sponded with fire — clear the
front foot away, and hit it over
cover. As a153kmph delivery
landed onthebackofthelength,
the left-hander, having been
beaten for pace twice in that
over, opened up his stance on
the occasion and lofted him
straight for his first six. Again,
outstanding game sense from a
15-year-old, who had the clarity
togostraightand notbringouta
cross-batted shot.

Once he brought up his fifty,
Sooryavanshi resumed normal
service.

Off the next 16 deliveries, he
smacked 46, hitting five sixes in
the phase as Rajasthan went past
the200-run markwith help from
Jadejaand Donovan Ferreira.

PSG’s appetite for silverware stronger

and Mikel Arteta, saying the
Premier League side deserved
to win the English title after
being “the most consistent
team.”

“They score a lot of goals
and we defend very well, but
the path to achieve that is dif-
ferent,” he said.

PSG forward Ousmane
Dembele, who has fully re-
covered from a calf problem,
said hisindividual ambitions,
including Ballon d’Or specula-
tion, were secondary to the
club’s collective goals.

“It hasn’t changed my way
of being or my way of playing,”
Dembele said. “I’ve always
had the desire to win trophies
with this club, with this squad
and this staff. Individual
trophies come afterwards. The
most important thing is win-
ning with PSG.”

The France forward added
that the squad had managed
to stay mentally and physi-
cally fresh despite another ex-
hausting campaign in which
they retained the Ligue 1 title.

“We didn’t have many holi-
days but the coach and the
staff managed the season very
well,” he said. “They gave us
time to disconnect from foot-
ball.

H Live on Sony Sports Network/
Sony Liv: 9:30 pm.
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Pooja breaks Sahana’s 14-year-old high jump NR

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, May 29

POOJA, 19, STEADIED herself
before attempting the 1.93m
jump at the Asian U20 Athletics
Championships in Hong Kong
on Friday. She visualised her-
self taking the strides and
jumping and seconds later,
executed all of it in a harmonic
motion tobreak the 14-year-old
national record.

Asshe fell on the track shed-
ding tears, in the background,
Sahana Kumari couldn’t hold
herself back either. The high
jumper-turned-coach was con-
stantly encouraging Pooja and
the tears came out the moment
she saw her own record being
erased.

“It is a special feeling. I had
always said that Pooja is the kid
who can break my national rec-
ord and she has done it today.
Honestly, I was not aware that
it’'sbeen 14 years since I set the
record. I came to know when
calls started coming. It's a feel-
ingI can’texpressinwords,” Sa-

Supreme Court
clears Vineshto
competein Asian

(Gamestrials

Ashish Shaiji
New Delhi, May 29

THE SUPREME Court on Fri-
day allowed wrestler Vinesh
Phogat to participate in Asian
Games 2026 selection trials.
The court was hearing WFT’s
plea against the Delhi High
Court’s order allowing her to
compete in the trials sched-
uled for May 30. “The respon-
dent shall be permitted to par-
ticipate in the selection trials
for Asian Games 2026, which
are scheduled for 30 May and
31 May 2026,” the bench said
inits order.

The court, however, ex-
pressed concern over the
manner in which the Delhi
High Court examined the
matter. Phogat, who was on a
break from December 2024, it
included a maternity break,
had been permitted to partici-
pate in tournaments from Ja-
nuary 1 this year by the inter-
national wrestling body. The
WFI barred her participation
and, in the show cause notice,
also accused her of indisci-
pline.

Earlier. The division bench
of Chief Justice D K Upad-
hyaya and Justice Tejas Karia
pfDelhi High Courtsaid, “Itis
necessary that (Phogat) is per-
mitted to participate in the Se-
lection Trials in the interest of
sport and justice.

In view of the peculiar
facts and circumstances of
this case, itis clear that except
for (her) motherhood and the
SCN issued by WFI, she would
be entitled to participate in the
Selection Trials. Therefore,
the circumstances were
beyond her control... It is
deemed appropriate to protect
the interest of (Phogat) by per-
mitting her to participate in
the Selection Trials.”

Therespondent
shall be permittedto
participateinthe
selectiontrials for
Asian Games 2026.

hana told The Indian Express
from Hong Kong. “Ididn’t want
to cry but couldn’t hold myself
in joy. She came and hugged
me and it was a good feeling.”

Pooja, one of India’s bright-
est young athletes for the past
two years, had been on the
verge of breaking the national
record for quite some time. In
January, she had jumped 1.90m
attheIndian Athletics Seriesin
New Delhi, but her three at-
tempts at the national record
were unsuccessful there.

“After a point, gettinganew
personal best is not easy. We
haveto go step by step. I believe
the national record is near,” she
had said then.

Super consistent

Pooja's consistency has
been remarkable and sheisun-
beaten at the national level in
six competitions, while holding
both the senior and junior
Asian titles.

According to Sahana, an
early start to her athletics career
and body coordination is the
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Pooja jumped 1.93m to win gold at Asian U20 Championships. AFi

reason behind her meteoricrise
and consistency.

“She started at a young age.
Her body is perfect for high
jump with excellent coordina-
tion. It is very rare for a high
jumper to have equal hand ac-
tion and leg lift. These small
things matter. With her pro-

| AIMS TO COMPETE IN 53 KG CATEGORY

gression, she hasagood chance
to go past the 2m mark,” ex-
plained Sahana.

While Sahana was emo-
tional seeing her national rec-
ord erased by someone she has
been advising constantly,
Pooja’s coach Biran Sergey had
another reason to be happy.

“The competition record
was held by my wife (Svetlana
Radzivil) and it has been
broken by my athlete,” Sergey
told The Indian Express.

Training under Sergey

Pooja started training with
Sergey, the husband and coach
of the three-time Asian Games
champion, this season. It has
resulted in Pooja going beyond
her personal best twice this
year.

“We are working step by
step on technique, physical
condition and confidence. She
is very talented and disci-
plined, and most importantly,
she trusts the process. Abig role
was also played by her first
coach, who gave her the love for
sport, the desire to work hard
and the right attitude towards
training,” Sergey said.

He madeafewtechnical ad-
justments that have been vin-
dicated but feels that they need
to stay calm and focus on the
upcoming big tournaments.

“We made some technical

adjustments, butIdon't want to
go into details. We are working
on many small things together
— approach, rhythm, take-off
and confidence in competition.
We also pay a lot of attention to
thelast three steps before take-
off,” he said. “Right now, the
main thingis to stay calm, con-
tinue working and progress
step by step. This year, there is
the World Championships,
where itisimportant to gain ex-
perience, but the main target is
the Asian Games. We wanttobe
in our best shape for it.”

Pooja’s consistent perform-
ances at the international level
has also drawn praise from
former greats of the game.
Blanka Vlasic, two-time World
champion and double Olympic
medallist, had words of high
praise. “Her progression is bril-
liant and she is just 19. She just
needs to continue doing what
she is doing. Once she perfects
her technique, sky's the limit
forayoungathletelike her,” the
Croat had told The Indian Ex-
press last month.

Vinesh returns to mat after

crossingmu

As a precaution will carry her own
weighing scale, trusted person will
ensure food, water are not tampered

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, May 29

IF THIS were any other tourna-
ment, Vinesh Phogat would
have been studying her oppo-
nents on the eve of her much-
anticipated return to competi-
tion. Not least because she
would be stepping on the mat
for the first time in two years on
Saturday - this timein the 53kg
category.

Instead, the two-time World
Championship medallistand a
three-time Olympian was
glued to the Supreme Court
proceedings, where the Wres-
tling Federation of India (WFI)
- in their last, desperate at-
tempt - tried hard to stop her
from competing in the Asian
Games selection trials.

After the bench comprising
Justice PS Narasimha and Jus-
tice Alok Aradhe cleared her
participation, Vinesh and her
team’s focus quickly turned to
Saturday’s trials — preparing
notjust for the expected battles
on the mat, but the unexpected
ones off it too.

Their measures include
carrying their own weighing
scales, designating a ‘trusted
person from the inner circle’ to
ensure Vinesh’s food and water
are not tampered with, and
filming the bouts, even though
the Delhi High Court ordered
that the trialsbe video recorded
to ensure fairness.

According to the WFI rules,
wrestlers will be given a 1kg
exemption during weigh-in for
these trials. Vinesh, her team
said, ‘is within the prescribed
weight limit’.

“We are leaving nothing to
chance,” said a member of Vi-
nesh’sentourage. “Although we
hope that everything will be

| done as per the rules and fairly,

we want to take all the pre-
cautions from our end too. We
will carry our weight machines
just in case something fishy
comes up during the weigh-in.
We will take proper care of the
food and water she will con-
sume. We are thankful to the
Court for orderingthe videore-
cording of the bouts. We hope
that it will encourage fair judg-
ing.”

Since she announced her
comeback in December last
year, reversing the decision to
retire after the Paris Olympics,
Vinesh has alleged that the WFI
has been ‘actively creating
roadblocks’ and ‘twisting rules
and regulations’ in a way that
‘prevents’ her from competing
again.

WEIT U-turn

The WFI has argued that Vi-
nesh isn’t eligible for the Asian
Games selection trials because
she did not meet the criteria. In
a circular on May 6, the WFI
said only the medal winners of
the 2025 National Champion-
ships, held in December, and
last February’s Federation Cup
would be allowed to compete in
the selection trials. Vinesh, who
gave birth to a baby boy in July
last year, did not compete in
either tournament.

Vinesh was set to make her
comeback at the 2026 Ranking
Tournament in Gonda from
May 10 to 12, hoping that it
would open the door for her to
compete in the trials. The WFI,
however, excluded the Ranking
Tournament from its list of eli-
gible competitions.

It went on to bar her from
competing in Gonda, declaring
herineligible due toanti-doping
protocols and an ongoing disci-
plinary hearing,

On May 27, the WFTissued a

Itiple hurdles

Vinesh Phogat will compete in the 53 kg category at the Asian Games trials. EXPRESS PHOTO

Weareleaving

nothing to
chance. Although we
hope that everything
willbe done as per
the rules and fairly,
we want to take all
the precautions from
our end t0o.”

AMEMBER OF VINESH’S TEAM

fresh circular, allowing the
Ranking Tournament medal-
lists to compete in this week-
end’s Asian Games trials.
WFIpresident Sanjay Singh
said the trials would go ahead
as scheduled, but when asked
about the U-turn, he hung up.

Key opponents

The latest circular means
potentially four more wrestlers
in each category, leading to

more bouts and - consequently
- a tricky situation for Vinesh,
whose staminawould be tested.

On current form, Vinesh’s
biggest challenge could come
from Meenakshi Goyat. The 25-
year-old, who boasts of a strong
defence, has won two silver
medals this year, at the Asian
Championship and the Muha-
met Malo tournament in Al-
bania. However, her stock has
risen in this weight class after
she stunned twice World
Championship  medallist
Antim Panghal during the
Asian Championship selection
trials in March.

Antim was so shocked after
the loss that she lay on the mat
in disbelief for minutes after
the bout. The Paris Olympian,
however, would be keen to
prove that the defeat was only
ablip. After all, the counter-at-
tacking wrestler was the only
Indian to return with a medal

from the 2025 World Cham-
pionship and alsowon abronze
medal at the Asian Champion-
ships, apart from gold medals
at the Hungary and Mongolia
Ranking series.

Adarkhorsein this category
could be recently-crowned
Under-23 Asian Champion
Muskan. Only 19, she conceded
just two points en route to win-
ning the title in Da Nang, Viet-
nam, earlier this week. How-
ever, the short turnaround time
between the two competitions
could impact her performance
on Saturday.

U-23 World Championship
bronze medallist Nishu, who
competesin SSkgbutislikely to
drop to 53 for these trials, is
another wrestler who could
pose a challenge, along with
Hansika Lamba, who won a
bronze at the Asian Champion-
ship earlier this year, although
in the 55kg category.

e SINGAPORE OPEN SUPER 750

Satwik-Chirag find different ways to skin the cat in quarters

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 29

IN THE current phase of their
careers, Satwiksairaj Ran-
kireddy and Chirag Shetty
don't take their big smashing
abilities for granted, and use
their powersjudiciously. While
clamping down on Malaysian
upstarts Kang Khai Xing and
Aaron Tai, the Indian duo
found other ways to get the job
done and make the semifinals
at the Super 750 Singapore
Open on Friday.

While India's singles chal-
lenge ended with PV Sindhu fiz-
zling out 21-17, 21-14 to An Se-
youngand LakshyaSensuffering
his first-ever defeat to Koki Wata-
nabe19-21,21-15,15-21, thiswould
be the first Super 750 level event
in a while with two Indian
doubles pairings in the last four.

Tanisha Crasto and Dhruv
Kapila benefitted from the re-
tirement of World No.3 Toh Ee

Wei and Chen Tang Jie, after
Ee Wei injured her knee at 16-
18. In the semis on Saturday,
they will play unseeded World
No.18 Yuichi Shimogami and
Sayaka Hobara.

Satwik-Chirag now face the
World No.1 left-right pair of
Koreans Kim Won-ho and Seo
Seung-jae. The Indians are
looking for their first win
against the pair after twolosses.

They scored fewer points
(94-95) than the highly-rated
Malaysians, aged 20 and 21,
while winning19-21, 21-17,21-13.
The game-style was also
energy-efficient, thoughevena
mellow Satwik can cause
enough damage with his soft
Kkills. Chirag has been on a roll
since the Thailand Super SOO.

Kang-Tai had handed Sat-
wik-Chirag a shock loss at the
AllEngland. Tai, whose endur-
ance started depleting by the
middle of the first game itself,
does have some wild racquet-

Satwik-Chirag will face Kim-
Seung in the semi-final of the
Singapore Open. BADMINTON PHOTO

work in strokes and a proper
jump smash. The two Malay-
sians buzzed around like bees,
in contrast to the two tall towers
of Indian badminton.

A plan devised by India's

Malaysian coach, Tan Kim Her,
was underway, but first up,
came the customary Indian
first-game dawdle.

Falling 13-18 behind, the In-
dians pulled off a 5-point surge
to level at 18-18. Then in experi-
mental mode, first Chirag then
Satwik sent two flick serves, not
high enough, that ended up
lookinglike poor choices, asthey
were hammered down both
times, tolose the opening game.

Comeback on

These days, Satwik-Chirag
can shrug off first-game rever-
sals and still win comfortably.
The bouncy Malaysians, talked
up by no less than PV Sindhu,
were coasting at 8-3 up in the
second when the Indians de-
cided they had had enough.

The 2022 instinct would've
been to amp up the attack and
go smashing away. But it's not
how the close-circuited, flat ex-
changes game against Malay-

sians and Indonesians work. So
the Indians started cutting at
the shuttle gently, shearing it
off pace, butlifting and clearing
it high enough to not allow Tai
achance to smash it down.

Satwik, in fact, would tempt
fate afewtimeskeepingtherally
going with soft taps and flicks
and even floaty drives adding
loopy variations before he
would strike the hammer down.
A few chosen moments of vin-
tage Satwik-Chirag 1-2s would
follow, where Satwik smashed
from the back court, with the
scrambled weak returns fin-
ished off with a Chirag smash.

But at most times, the In-
dian idea was to stay calm and
composed in defence, not allow
therally pace tobe dictated, sta-
bilise exchanges, before pick-
ing out the opportune time to
attack.

The inexperienced Malay-
sians couldn't feed offthe speed
of rallies to unleash chaos, and

eventually the Indians cruised
to secure a place in the Super
750 semifinals.

A day earlier, Tan had of-
fered crucial advice to Tanisha-
Dhruv: to not get intimidated
by Japanese champ Yuta Wata-
nabe's reputation. “First game,
they didn't play their game be-
cause they gave too much re-
spect to Yuta,” Tan would say.

The comeback kicked in as
the Indians reached the
quarters beating the famous Ja-
panese from a game down.
“Yutausually plays cross-drive,
Tanisha intercepted 3-4 of
them. This confused Yuta.
Then Tanisha had a very good
service,” Tan would explain.

That “not respecting reputa-
tions too much” was put into
practice on Friday against Ma-
laysian World Champions too
till the injury ended the match.

Tan might need to drill the
message down Satwik-Chirag
too, when facing Seo-Kim.

Carlsen beats Gukesh
after year-long wait

Magnus Carlsen contemplates his next move. AmITkAMATH

Amit Kamath
Oslo, May 29

ON HIS last day as a teenager —
andthenagainonhisfirstdayas
a 20-year-old — world cham-
pion D Gukesh was reminded
that there is still some growing
up for him to do. On Thursday,
theworld champion pickedupa
fight on the board against World
no.1 Magnus Carlsen, and lost.

“Gukesh sometimes plays a
bit too ambitiously. He wanted
to prove a serious advantage
today, which I'm not sure there
was,” Carlsen said later. “Event-
ually, he played himself into
some trouble. And I took over
more and more.”

Even though Friday was a
rest day at the tournament, Gu-
kesh turned 20 in the company
of fellow grandmasters, includ-
ing world championship chal-
lenger Javokhir Sindarov and
Carlsen. The players spent three
hoursonsailboats racingagainst
each other at Oslofjord inthe an-
nual Norway Chess games,
where atleast twice, impromptu
chorus of 'happy birthday' rang
out for a grinning Gukesh.

But just before the players
were to get on the boats, a video
from the social mediateam from
Norway Chess dropped where
other participants at this year’s
event wished him. Right at the
top was Carlsen’s message for
him, delivered with a cheeky
grin: 'Happy birthday, Gukesh.
You’re not a teenager anymore.
So time to grow up.'

Ever since the World No.1
from Norway smashed his fiston
thetable almost ayear agoinre-
actiontolosing at the sametour-
nament to the Indian, the chess
world had been eagerly awaiting
another Carlsen-Gukesh battle.
Thursday’s game — the first of
two instalments between the
two at Norway Chessthisyear —
did not disappoint.

Seats at the Deichman Bjar-
vikastarted tofillup halfan hour
before the first moves would be
made. Fans paying NOK 300
(justoverRs3,000) had filled out
the first two rows of chairs in
front of the players.

After Carlsen lost two classi-
cal games in the first three
rounds of Norway Chess, some
of his contemporaries had been
wondering aloud if he still had
what it takes. Even by his own
track record of ‘rusty’ starts to

tournaments, two losses in the
first three rounds was unpreced-
ented. Gukesh’s form, mean-
while, has been scrutinised for
the past 18 months since he be-
camethe youngest world cham-
pion in chess history. Almost
every defeat is held up as proof
that he is not a world champion
withimpeccable credentialslike
Carlsen.

In a game that saw an ex-
change variation of the queen’s
gambit declined, Gukesh, play-
ingwith white pieces, played ag-
gressively, catchingthe world no
1off guard at the start.

“Did I miss knight to b5 (Gu-
kesh’s ninth move)? Yes! Was it
an unpleasant surprise? Yes,”
Carlsen said in an early visit to
the confessional booth.

After Carlsen was left with
doubled pawns on the ffile, Gu-
kesh had asmalledge, according
to the eval bar. But the Norwe-
gian soon found away tobounce
back. While Carlsen had
struggled to keep up with the
clockin the unique time control
used at Norway Chess till then,
on Thursday it was Gukesh who
found himself fighting time
trouble in the middle game,
needing to make 12 moves in
seven minutes.

By the 30th move, Carlsen
was winning after Gukesh’s
bishop to e4. By the 39th, the
world champion had tosacrifice
hisqueeninexchange forarook.
Three moves later, he resigned.

Then the duo sat on the
board for a few minutes discuss-
ingtheintricaciesofthegamein
away they had rarely done after
past encounters.

“It was a huge relief (to win
today). After missing a few
chances (in previous games),
you kind of get little doubts in
your mind. What’s it going to
take for me to get it done? Feels
good to get that monkey off my
back,” Carlsen told Take Take
Take after the win.

At the 2025 Norway Chess
tournament, after Carlsen’s first-
round win over Gukesh, the In-
dian had posted a quote from
The Wire on his X handle: 'You
come at the king, you best not
miss.'

On Thursday, his X account
stayed silent. There is another
Carlsen-Gukesh game coming
next week, after all.

THEWRITERISIN OSLO ON THE
INVITATION OF NORWAY CHESS

Suruchi-Esha complete
an Indian 1-2 at ISSF WC

Nitin Sharma
Chandigarh, May 29

IN ALMOST the repeat of the
ISSF World Cup Final at Mu-
nich last year, where two Indian
shooterswon gold and silver in
the women’s10m air pistol, Su-
ruchi Singh Phogat and Esha
Singh made it a 1-2 finish for
India this year too.

Phogat claimed her fifth
ISSF World Cup title with 21-
year-old Esha achieving the
rare feat of medals in the 25 m
pistoland 10m air including the
25m world record earlier this
week. "This is my first World
Cup title of the year and the
starting has been good for me.
I did not face any pressure (to
compete against Esha for the
gold)," Suruchi said. "The start
wasnot good but after thatIgot
the flow and settled down. Ijust
followed my technique and it
wentwell. Itis a very important
year with Asian Games and
Olympic quota matches too. I
hope I will be able to win a
medal in the Asian Games and
then in the Olympics too,” Su-
ruchi told ISSF TV.

The day saw Phogat and
Esha finishing eighth and ninth
in qualification with scores of
578 each with Phogat having
higher inner tens and another
Indian Muskan, who was com-
peting in non-medal category,
finishing sixth. It meant that
Eshatoo qualified for the eight-
shooter-final. Phogat and Esha
edged out Paris Olympics 25m
champion Yang Jinn and 10m
air pistol champion Oh Ye-jin of

Korea as well as world number
one Qianxun Yao of China for
the last two spots.

The eight-shooter final had
the likes of Tokyo Olympian
Choo Gaeun, 25m pistol World
Junior silver medallist Mirslova
Mincheva of Bulgaria, Granada
World Cup champion Shen
Yiyao of China, 25m pistol
Asian Champion Nguyen Thuy
Trang of Vietnam, London
Olympics silver medallist Ce-
line Goberville of France apart
from Zhang Qi of China.

Goberville grabbed the early
lead in the final with her first
series of 51.6 followed by Gaeun
at the second spot with just 0.1
point behind. Singh shot a first
series of 51.5 to be placed third
with Qi at fourth place with Pho-
gat atfifth place with 494 points.

Phogat would shoot a sec-
ond series of 51.5 pointsto climb
to the fourth spot with Gaeun
maintaining her top spot fol-
lowed by Goberville and Singh
at fourth and Mincheva at fifth.
Changdropped tosixth spot fol-
lowed by Thuy and Yiyao at
seventh and eight respectively.

In the elimination stages,
Phogat slowly climbed her way
up with Esha dropping to fifth
butagain comingbacktothetop
four before Minchevawas elim-
inated at the fourth spot. Gaeun
followed by hitting some low
nines to exit at the third spot.

Phogat, who had a1.2 lead
over Esha, would shoot10.2 and
10.3 in the last elimination
series with Esha shooting 10.1
and 10.7. Phogat won the gold
with alead of 0.9 points.
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Chill out with the delicious taste of Amul Lassi, India’s favourite cold drink for over 20 years. Loved across the country
for its rich taste and refreshing goodness, Amul Lassi makes every sip feel instantly cool and satisfying.
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